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CONSTRUCTING IDENTITIES

22-23 June 2006

Organised by doctoral students for doctoral students

Graduate School in Humanities, Cardiff University

The convenors of the panels listed below are now inviting abstracts for papers which examine the concept of identity, and encourage submissions from those examining aspects of personal, linguistic, national and cultural identity.  Proposals examining the following areas are especially welcome: 

· Post colonialism

· Place and Identity

· New Identities

· Organizational Identities

· Black Identity

· Religious Identity

· Identity and Material Culture

· Nationalism and Its Effect (to include Representation of Identity in Popular Culture, and Wales and Welsh identity)

Abstracts (300 words) should be sent by e-mail to Gwenllian Lansdown, ConstructingIdentities@cf.ac.uk by 30th April 2006. Papers are expected to last for 20 minutes. Proposals for additional panels may also be considered.  

Information about registration may be obtained from the conference website at www.cf.ac.uk/constructingidentities or from the email address above.  The conference is subsidised and therefore a nominal charge of £20 will be levied to cover meals and accommodation.

Constructing Identities is supported by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC).

Sociology after Durkheim 

Wednesday 21st June 2006 

 University of Surrey 

Keynote Speakers 
Michael Lynch, Cornell University   Steve Woolgar, Oxford University 

Anne Warfield Rawls, Bentley College   Paul du Gay, The Open University 
Much sociological theory was wrought in the mould formed by Durkheim with his principle of social objectivity, but both his position and aspiration have been challenged by post-structuralist, post modernist and feminist critiques of received notions of the social and of objectivity. Latour (2005) repudiates Durkheim’s concept of the social as stable and distinctive, and argues for a return to an earlier usage and an emphasis on transient associations. Garfinkel (2002), however, has reworked Durkheim’s aphorism as the foundation of ethnomethodology, while eschewing theory. Is there scope for new form of theory, for synthesis and re-evaluation of existing works, or must we accept that sociological theory has, reflexively, persuaded us to stop theorizing?  

We plan a one day event for delegates from a wide constituency, including established theorists, newer academics and PhD students. Places are limited to approximately 30 in order to facilitate discussion. The workshop is subsidised by the Department of Sociology, University of Surrey, and the British Sociological Association Theory Study Group. However, there is a nominal fee of £50, which includes refreshments and lunch. We invite submission of abstracts and expressions of interest in attendance. Papers will be available on the workshop website in advance to enable delegates to read them before attending. We are also planning to publish an edited collection from the workshop papers. 

Contact details:  
Organisers – Ruth Rettie, Geoff Cooper and Andy King 

Email: soctheory@surrey.ac.uk 

Workshop website: www.soc.surrey.ac.uk/soctheory 

Key Dates: 
Expressions of interest or submission of abstracts   3rd March 2006 

Notification of acceptance      17th March 2006 

Completed paper       19th May 2006 

Workshop        21st June 2006 
Expressions of Interest 
If you would like to attend, without presenting a paper, please email soctheory@surrey.ac.uk with your name and affiliation to reach us no later than 3rd March 2006. Please include a short explanation (up to 100 words) of why you are interested and how the workshop theme relates to your own work.  
Call for Abstracts 
The workshop theme is open to wide interpretation and we invite papers including but not limited to the following: 

· Reworking Durkheim   

· Social theory as situated practice 

· Theorizing after theory  

· Reconfiguring social objectivity 

· Is classical sociological theory redundant?

· Theory/practice distinction 

If you are interested in presenting at the workshop, please email an abstract (up to 300 words) to soctheory@surrey.ac.uk to reach us no later than 3rd March 2006. All abstracts will be subject to anonymous peer review. Successful applicants will be notified by the 17th March 2006. If your abstract is accepted you will need to submit a short paper of 3,000 to 4,000 words by the 19th May 2006.

Placing Mobilities in Contemporary Society

The concept of mobilities is generally concerned with large-scale movements of             

people, things, information, and resources in virtual, imaginative, physical and corporeal ways.  Innumerable and rapid developments in transportation, information and communication technologies mean that the ways in which people travel, things move, and resources are transmitted – both locally and globally – are swiftly transforming. The implications for the domain of the social are wide-ranging with new social and cultural practices emerging in articulation with these changing forms of mobility. This symposium will explore several questions relating to the concept(s) of mobilities, including: 

·  Can mobilities provide a direction for the study of contemporary social phenomena? 

·  What might a theory of mobility(ies) look like? 

·  Do mobilities provide the basis for the construction of a more geographically aware sociology? 

·  How can mobilities be used to track the fate of established social divisions? 

·  Does the concept of mobilities sufficiently encompass a key feature of the contemporary social condition?  

SPEAKERS 

Professor Roger Burrows, University of York 

Dr Nick Gane, Brunel University 

Professor Mike Savage, University of Manchester 

WHEN - Monday 27 February 2006 

WHERE - University of York 

Lunch and refreshments included 

Complimentary wine reception and a chance to network afterwards! 

For more information 

Places are limited so please contact Danae Mcleod by 10/02/2006 

on dem500@york.ac.uk to book

Electronic social sciences, humanities and arts review for postgraduates 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

eSharp is the online journal for social sciences, arts and humanities postgraduates based at the University of Glasgow. It is a peer-reviewed journal that aims to provide a critical but supportive entry into the world of academic publishing.

The first six issues are currently online at www.sharp.arts.gla.ac.uk and we are now looking for submissions for the seventh edition to be launched in May 2006. We welcome papers from postgraduates working in all areas.

The theme of the seventh edition is: 

Faith, Belief and Community 

Topics may include but are not limited to:

· Agnosticism/ Atheism/ Secularism

· Mysticism

· Conversion

· Heresy

· Ritual landscapes

· Crusades / Holy wars

· Death rites / Mortuary ritual

· Faith and semiotics

· Pilgrimages

· Multiculturalism

· Sectarianism

· Belonging and nomadism

· Diaspora and belief

· Globalisation

· Fundamentalism

· Territorial politics

Articles of a maximum of 4,500-5,000 words must be submitted by 28 February 2006. Please ensure that you accompany your submission with an abstract of 200-250 words and a list of 3-5 keywords for meta-tagging. For a full list of guidelines and our style sheet please see www.sharp.arts.gla.ac.uk.

Please submit your article (both abstract and full paper) to sharp@arts.gla.ac.uk.

Contexts, Fields, Positions: Situating Cultural Research 

Postgraduate Conference, University of East London

25-26 May 2006

This conference will provide an opportunity to consider how research contexts shape our study of culture. In the humanities and social sciences researchers think about and deploy the concept of culture in different ways, and this is what we want to explore. We refer to 'research contexts' in their broadest sense, including cultural, institutional and disciplinary locations, theoretical positions and methodologies. How do the conditions created and maintained within these contexts determine or shape our object

of study?

Questions central to this conference are:

* What kinds of analysis of culture are possible in different cultural, institutional and disciplinary contexts?

* How has your research situation constituted the methods and findings of your research?

* How has your theoretical framework helped you to select the subject you are researching and directed the approach you have taken?

* What concepts of culture circulate in your field? How do these relate to other concepts such as society, politics, history, nation, experience, and memory? And what are the connections between these and theorisations of identity?

* Is your work part of an intellectual tradition? Has it been shaped by contemporary academic trends? Are your research interests strategic, and if so what has conditioned them?

* Are there other contexts that have shaped your research but are not widely recognised as significant?

We expect the conference theme to be broadly interpreted. Some speakers may choose to focus on the findings of their research, while others may wish to address their methodological or theoretical approaches. Primarily, this conference presents an opportunity to reflect on the factors which have organised and shaped your research in a supportive and intellectually stimulating environment. It is open to postgraduate students from all disciplines and at all stages in their study.

Confirmed keynote speakers:

Professor Derek Robbins, University of East London, 'The Conflict of the

Faculties'

Dr Joanna Zylinska, Goldsmiths College, University of London, 'Beyond

Moralism: Cultural Studies, Politics, Ethics'

Special Debate on the Role of the Research Councils: Professor Charlie

Jeffery (ESRC) and Professor John Caughie (AHRC) in Dialogue

'Contexts, Fields, Positions' is a postgraduate conference organised by postgraduate students in the School of Social Sciences, Media and Cultural Studies, East London. It is funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council through the Collaborative Training Provision scheme. The conference will be held at the University's Docklands Campus.

To apply please submit an abstract of 300 words (for a 20 minute paper), or a panel proposal (3 papers). By email: conference2006@uel.ac.uk or by post to: Karen Cross / Rebecca Bramall, School of Social Sciences, Media and Cultural Studies, University of East London, Docklands Campus, 4-6 University Way, London E16 2RD.

More info: www.uel.ac.uk/ssmcs/research/cfp 

When submitting your application please include the following details:

Name:

University:

Title of paper:

Abstract:

Contact telephone number:

Postal address:

Email address:

IT/AV request:

Deadline for abstracts: 28 February 2006

The conference will be free to attend. We are also please to offer a limited number of travel bursaries for students living outside London. If you wish to be considered, please submit a brief statement outlining your reasons (maximum 50 words).

CALL FOR PAPERS

Gender and National Identity in Film and Television: A Postgraduate 

One-day Conference
The University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK **Conference date: Friday, 

June 23, 2006

This conference seeks postgraduates and new scholars researching, historicising, and theorising the intersection of gender and nation in film and television. The intersection of these two discourses is our focus but we are interested also in papers that consider the relationship of gender and nation within the frame of other film and television studies topics. Essays with an interdisciplinary framework are welcome. Topics may include (but are not limited to) the following:

· How do we quantify or theorise transnational reception of the gendered text?

· The "unruly" ethnic/sexual/class gender identity in fictions of national identity

· The conjunction of gender and class in the configuration/presentation of a national identity

· How do ideas of nationhood inscribe themselves onto the gendered body of the citizen?

· How do representations of the national and gender co-opt or elide the subaltern/subcultural?

· How does the subaltern/subcultural (particularly as it is inflected by gender and sexuality) use and/or pose as the national?

· How is the post-national gendered?

· The transmediation of gender and the nation between film and television 

· (or between film/tv and other types of texts)

· Hollywood as the "unmarked" national cinema and its relationship with gender

· Hollywood and the representation of the national and gendered "other"

· Gender and the authorship or production of the national film and 

· television text

· Gender, genre and national identity

· The politics of feminism in the national context and the national politics of feminism

· The centrality of the family in national identity and the construction of gendered kinship roles

Other key words:

Post-colonialism, Immigration, Diaspora, (imagined) Community, 

Expatriates, History/Memory, Language, Borders/ frontiers, 

Globalisation, Femininity, Masculinity, Performativity, Sexuality, The 

Body, Public/Private

Featured speaker TBA

Additional speakers:

Professor Andrew Higson

Professor Yvonne Tasker

Please email 250 word abstracts with your name and affiliation to both 

Shelley Cobb (s.cobb@uea.ac.uk) and Sarah Godfrey (s.godgrey@uea.ac.uk) by February 25, 2006. Please feel free to email with enquiries.

7th Inter-University Graduate Conference:

Challenging the Boundaries in the Social Sciences

Saturday 20 May 2006

CRASSH, 17 Mill Lane, Cambridge

Keynote Speaker: Professor Michael Billig

Department of Social Sciences, Loughborough University

This one-day conference aims to provide a friendly environment in which research students can attend, develop contacts with other researchers in their field, and gain experience of presenting research to their peers.The conference is aimed at research students of all levels and proposals for paper presentations, posters and symposiums are welcome from students working within any Social Science theme, including (but not limited to):

· Culture, Self and Identity

· Education, teaching and learning

· Development and 'the lifecourse'

· Institutions and Society

· Social Knowledge

· Health and Physical Activity

· Questioning Methodologies

Postgraduate students wishing to propose a paper or poster should send an abstract (max. 200 words) containing a clear summary of the paper no later than Friday 17 March. For a presentation proposal application form see: 

http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/2005-6/interunigradpapers.rtf

A separate booking form is available for those who wish to attend 

without presenting, and for presenters to complete once their 

contributions have been accepted. See: 

http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/2005-6/interunigradform.doc

For further details please see:

http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/2005-6/interunigrad.html

Please direct any enquiries about bookings to events@crassh.cam.ac.uk

Forthcoming Postdoctoral Fellowships Deadline

Applications are now being invited for the 2006 British Academy Postdoctoral Fellowships. These three-year research fellowships are designed as early career opportunities for recently postdoctoral scholars to develop experience of research and teaching in the university environment. 

Eligible applicants are expected to have a prior connection with the UK academic community, and to be recently postdoctoral (having had a viva on or after 1 July 2004). 

Full details are available from the Academy's website at: www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/pdfells.html 

The closing date for applications is 28 February 2006.

Contact: Research Posts Department 020 7969 5265 or email

posts@britac.ac.uk
UK-Africa Academic Partnerships

Two awards of up to £10,000 a year for up to three years are available to support the development of ongoing links between UK and African research centres or institutions, within the humanities and social sciences. The link would be built around a specific research theme of mutual interest. This could be carried forward through visits in both directions; workshops; seminars and lecture programmes; collaborative research; and joint publications. The programme might form part of either institution's training programme and will ideally involve participation from more than one African institution, and might also involve more than one department/university/group/ research centre in the UK. 

Aim of the award: The scheme is intended to foster UK-Africa links, with an emphasis on helping scholars in the UK and Africa to develop research skills and to produce a joint research outcome.

Scope of the award

Priority will be given to projects with a training element, such as the support and development of staff or postgraduate students (in the UK and in Africa).

Visits might be undertaken for staff exchange, supplying teaching elements to courses and developing joint curricula. Workshops and seminars should form an integral part of the programme, and involve both staff and postgraduate students. It is expected that each programme should produce papers or some other joint research outcome designed for publication. 

If the object of the collaboration is exclusively research, the UK applicant should apply instead to the Academy's Research Grant scheme:  www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/research.html 

Eligibility

Applicants and participants incurring international travel costs must be scholars of postdoctoral or equivalent status (i.e. academic staff with at least one or two years of teaching/research experience). Normally, postgraduate students will not be eligible for travel between UK and Africa. For administrative purposes, the principal applicant will be the UK partner. How ever, all applications will be jointly prepared by the two partners, and African individuals and institutions are encouraged to initiate proposals. 

Level of Grant

Grants are offered up to a maximum of £10,000 per year for up to 3 years. 

Funding for years 2 and 3 will be conditional upon receipt of satisfactory annual progress reports.

Closing Date

The closing date for applications is 30 April. Decisions will be announced in early July.

Application Forms and further particulars are available at www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/africaap.html
ESA Summer School “Immigration in Europe”
ESA Summer School on Immigration organised by the University of Milan, Italy, July 3rd-9th, 2006.

Call for Applications

ESA is organizing a one week International Summer School on “Immigration in Europe” designed for doctoral students and young researchers from all European countries. The Summer School will take place at the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Milan (Italy) organized jointly with the department of Social & Political Studies there, from July 3rd  through to 9th, 2006.

Grants are offered to 30 selected applicants to participate to the school. ESA will cover travel expenses up to a maximum of 300 euros per person; the University of Milan will cover other expenses (lodging, food). 

Selected applicants are requested to arrive by the night of July 2nd, departure July 9th. During 5 full working days (Monday-Friday) they will attend lectures by an international team of speakers and take part into workshops where they will present for discussion their own research project. The weekend will be free. The working language is English. All participants will receive a Certificate useful for academic purposes.

Further details at:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.sociol.unimi.it/altrisiti/esa_registration
 

