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Social Exclusion in British Tennis: A History of Privilege and Prejudice

A socio-historical investigation was conducted in order to find the roots of social exclusion in British tennis.  The structural and social characters of lawn tennis derived from Real Tennis.  The game was seen as a symbol of prestige and a tool for status enhancement within the royal courts of the Middle Ages.  Upon its conception in the 1870s, lawn tennis progressed in line with upper-class conspicuous consumption.  Following the sport's development throughout the twentieth and into the twenty-first centuries, it is clear that aspects of its gentlemanly-amateurism have remained intact, especially in tennis clubs.  Over thirty interviews were conducted with individuals working within the British tennis industry in order to elicit information and produce a near comprehensive overview of the current state of British tennis.  Ethnography was also conducted within a tennis club in order to investigate the structure of power relations between the various member groups that typically make up a voluntary-run tennis club.  Various theories of Norbert Elias are used throughout to challenge the common myths surrounding both age and social class prejudice, which currently prevail as reasons for exclusion and, ultimately, the poor standard of British tennis in comparison to other countries.

