symposia

Thursday 
15:20 - 16:50
Room C2

Symposium

Scandinavian symposium
Scandinavian scholars in the sociology of health and illness have for a long time turned to their British colleagues for research collaboration and exchange of ideas. The Medical Sociology Conference has been one important arena for such exchange, particularly as there is no equivalent Scandinavian or Nordic forum. 

Against a back-drop of some characteristics of the Scandinavian countries, such as the ‘welfare state’, comprehensive health-care systems and small but increasingly multi-cultural populations, this panel will give examples of some productive fields of on-going research that could make a contribution in future academic collaboration: research at a macro-level addressing inequalities in health and research at a micro-level on interaction in health care settings and on different rationalities in understandings of health and illness. 

Chair: Sonja Olin Lauritzen, Department of Education, Stockholm University, Sweden

Bitte Modin, CHESS, Centre for Health Equity Studies, Stockholm University, Sweden:

 ‘Research on social determinants of health and health inequality’

Lars-Christer Hydén, Department of Medicine and Health Sciences, Linköping University, Sweden: 
‘Talk about health and illness in the Scandinavian welfare states’

Per Måseide, Faculty of Social Science, Bodö University, Norway: 

‘Body work and body talk: Ethnography of medical hospital examination’ 

Friday
15:20 - 16:50
Room H1

Symposium

New directions in clinical decision making (CDM)
The purpose of this session is to present new results from a multi-generational, cross-national series of videotaped vignette factorial experiments studying clinical decision making (funded by the US National Institutes of Health, John B. McKinlay, PI). By manipulating design variables to adjust for patient characteristics, physician attributes, healthcare system features, and cognitive processing, the experimental design allows for unconfounded estimates of the relative contribution of each of these factors. Findings show persistent variation in clinical decision making despite identical presentation of symptoms by actor “patients” in vignettes, and extending beyond commonly observed between-country differences.  Together, these results show how health disparities are due in part to differences coming from within healthcare systems and not simply as a function of differences among patients—that is, physicians’ decision making may amplify health disparities. 

The presentations proposed below are organized around four generations of investigation and would include speakers from each of the three countries represented by our research team (details below).

1.  “Ending The Reign of Error: Time for a Sociological Surge in Decision Making Research” (Dr. John McKinlay, NERI)

2. “The Relative Contribution of Patient Attributes and Physician Characteristics for Clinical Decisions” (TBD)

3.  “Differences in the Diagnosis and Management of Type 2 Diabetes in Three Countries (US, UK, and Germany): Results from a Factorial Experiment” (Dr. Olaf von dem Knesebeck, University of Hamburg)

4.  “Getting Inside Physicians’ Heads: Cognitive Processing and Clinical Decisions” (Dr. Karen Lutfey, NERI)

5. “Who Should be Concerned About this Research and Why? Implications for Policy and Sociology” (Robert Dingwall, University of Nottingham).

workshops
Thursday
18:10 - 19:10
Room F1
Workshop

Headlines without forehead lines: Getting the best from the media

'The views of scientists, politicians and psychologists about our society fill the newspapers, radio, TV and web. Is there a reason why sociologists can't get equal billing? Tony Trueman, the BSA's media consultant, believes not, and in this workshop he explains how to go about making your research part of the news agenda. He will say what makes a successful press release, some advice on broadcasting and the pitfalls to avoid when dealing with the media.
 

Tony is a former Fleet Street reporter. He has worked in communications for six non-profit organisations, and was Head of Communications for the University of Bath.'
