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West Midlands Medical Sociology Group organised a Postgraduate Forum entitled ‘Health, well-being and society’ as a special event within the BSA annual conference (28 – 30 March, University of Warwick).  Four PhD students presented their work-in-progress – Juliet Rayment (University of Warwick), ‘Coping in a crisis: stress and distress in midwives’ work’, 
Felicity Boardman (University of Warwick) ‘The Role of Experiential Knowledge in the Conceptualisation of Genetic Risk in Families Affected by Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, Spinal Muscular Atrophy and Cystic Fibrosis’, Corinne Wilson (Coventry University) 'Deserving' and 'Undeserving': a history of teenage pregnancy and childhood’ and Amanda Blood (University of Surrey) ‘Problematising Processes of Participation: Exploring ‘voice’ in children’s mental health services’.
Each of the speakers is contributing to the theoretical development of valuable areas of research within sociology of health and illness and it was good to hear of the significance of their research in terms of health and social care policy and practice.  The cross-cutting themes of the papers stimulated an interesting debate.
2008/09 PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

Following the success of the Postgraduate Forum held at the BSA conference, the West Midlands Medical Sociology Group, in conjunction with the Institute of Health at University of Warwick, aim to hold a Postgraduate Forum in the Autumn Term (date and theme to be arranged).  It is hoped that research students from across the region will attend the half day event and will benefit from presenting their work in progress, sharing their experiences and finding support within the group.  The Forum will be an opportunity for new medical sociologists to disseminate their research and consider presenting their work at both national and international conferences. We are also exploring ideas for future events and welcome suggestions from postgraduates.
If you require further information about the Group please contact:

Geraldine Brady
G.Brady@coventry.ac.uk
