BSA Youth Study Group Annual Report 2007-08

The BSA Youth Study Group has had another active year. In addition to its regular session at the BSA annual conference, in July it organized an international seminar at the University of Surrey on 'Young People, New Technologies and Political Engagement'. As well as keynote addresses from Professors Lance Bennett, Stephen Coleman and Brian Loader, the seminar involved 22 additional papers and was attended by a total of 50 delegates from five continents. The quality of the papers and discussions was high throughout and the extensive contribution from a range of practitioners as well as academics was a particularly noteworthy and valuable feature of the event. Following on from this, two of the study group convenors are editing a special issue of the Journal of Youth Studies on the seminar theme, which will be published in September 2008.
Summer 2007 also saw the publication of an edited collection called Youth Cultures: Scenes, Subcultures and Tribes, edited by Paul Hodkinson and Wolfgang Deicke. Part of Routledge’s ‘Advances in Sociology’ series, the collection is based on contributions to the Youth Study Group’s 2003 conference, Scenes, Subcultures and Tribes: Youth Cultures in the 21st Century. Including a range of established names and new scholars, the book covers a similar range of topics to the conference itself, from questions of commerce and politics, to issues of gender, ethnicity and locality, to the role of online communications in youth lifestyles.

Activities planned for the coming year include: a session on ‘Researching Youth’ at the annual BSA conference in March 2008 and a half day conference on ‘Young People, Class and Place’ to be held at the University of Teesside on September 11th 2008. In addition, the Study Group plans to host a panel session at an international conference entitled 'The 21st Century Teenager' to be hosted at Trinity and All Saints, Leeds 10-12th July 2008. 
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