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BSA POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER

July 2008

Welcome to the July edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events and a call for notification for future events. 

Don’t forget to check out the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events; the forum - http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb for all the latest PGF discussions; or contact us on PGForum@britsoc.org.uk with any PGF news/updates!

Lara, Mark, Hasnain, & Mike 





PGF Convenors

**Improvements to the PGF**
**Keep your eyes peeled for the new “PGF Corner” in Network, a regular feature designed to report on all the Postgrad news and reviews.  We will be looking for reports on Postgrad events, PGF member profiles and discussion pieces to include in forthcoming issues.  Please get in touch if you would like to contribute**

**We are also launching ‘PG FOCUS’ a regular PG podcast feature for the BSA website.  Details of how to get involved will be circulated shortly**

At-a-glance contents: 

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1.

2b.  Call for participants

3. Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

4. Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for journal submissions

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

	
	Conference
	Location
	Date

	A
	“Regeneration & Reinvention: Practices of the ‘New’”
	University of Salford
	11th -12th Sept 2008

	B
	Luxury consumption & tourist landscapes in the Caribbean and the Mediterranean
	Institute for Advanced Studies @ Lancaster University
	11th -12th Sept 2008

	C
	Qualitative Synthesis & Meta-ethnography workshop
	University of Southampton
	12th Sep 2008

	D
	Advanced Lazarsfeldian Methodology
	Charles University, Prague
	19th -20th Sept 2008

	E


	Cultural Capital and Educational Inequalities: Concepts, methods, strategies and new configurations 


	Brno, Czech Republic

	19th – 21st September 2008


	F
	African Athena: Black Athena 20 years on: a conference
	University of Warwick


	6th – 8th November 2008



	G
	“Feminism Counts” :Quantitative methods and feminist research
	University of Warwick


	7th November 2008



	H
	“Sex/ualities In and Out of Time”: St Andrews Interdisciplinary Sex/ualities Conference
	Edinburgh


	28th – 29th November 2008

	I
	Ageing Societies and the Welfare State: Doctoral students’ workshop
	Amsterdam


	11th -12th December 2008

	J
	Youth & Generation conference
	Estonia


	8th – 11th January 2009



	K
	Young People & Education: BSA youth study group seminar
	Nottingham Trent University


	18th February 2009



	L
	Socio-legal studies Association Annual Conference
	De Montfort University, Leicester
	7th -9th April 2009



	M
	“The Techologisation of Bodies and Selves”: The 5th International Somatechnics conference
	Sydney, Australia


	16th – 18th April 2009




--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
a) “Regeneration & Reinvention: Practices of the ‘new’.  University of Salford, 11th – 12th September 2008
We are hosting an interdisciplinary Postgraduate conference as part of a series of extremely successful University of Salford Arts, Media and Social Science conferences.  The conference, held each September, attracts paper presenters from around the world, and a range of exciting keynote speakers.  This year’s theme is “Regeneration and Reinvention: practices of ‘the New’” and as part of which there will be a roundtable discussion on New Politics and the branding of political parties in the UK; as well as an opening keynote, Tim May, discussing Regeneration as a social project; and a member of the Urban Splash team to close the conference giving a more critical approach to regeneration as a business.  For further information, please see our website www.esri.salford.ac.uk or contact Kimberley Jane Taylor or Danijela Bogdanovic at Postgradconference-Esri@salford.ac.uk

b) “Luxury Consumption and Tourist Landscapes in the Caribbean and the Meditteranean”.  Institute for Advanced Studies, Lancaster University, 11th – 12th September 2008
Conference organised by the Departamento de Análisis Geográfico Regional y Geografía Física, Facultad de Geografía e Historia. UCM, Spain; Departamento de Antropología Social, Facultad de CC. Políticas y Sociología. UCM, Spain and 'mediterranean mobilities' - CeMoRe, Lancaster University, UK

http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/projects/medmobilities/elitelandscapes.htm
Invited speakers:

Jonathan V. Beaverstock, University of Nottingham, UK

Ghislain Dubois, advisor to UNEP Blue Plan and IPCC. Limoges University, France

Pau Obrador, Sunderland University, UK

Rothanti Tzanelli, Leeds University, UK

Ana García Silberman, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico

Mimi Sheller, Swathmore University, USA (tbc)

John Urry, Centre for Mobilities Research, UK

Signs of conspicuous ostentation proliferate along Caribbean and Mediterranean landscapes. Megayachts, private islands, ultra-expensive mansions, luxury hotels, and exclusive restaurants and country clubs speak of the prominence these regions are gainning in the transnational lifestyles of the super-rich.

Luxury has been no stranger to places like Antigua, Belize, Bahamas, Barbados, Saint Tropez, Mallorca, or Monte Carlo in the 20th century. Yet the scale and geographical scope of recent developments are a reflection of the rapid polarisation of wealth in the last two decades and the rising number of individuals engrossing the lists of the multi-millionaire, mega-rich and billionaire (increase of 200,000 people in 2003 totalling 7.3 million globally).

Social scientists are beginning to map out the spaces and practices of the super-rich in metropolitan areas of industrial countries and examine their significance in altering city landscapes. Understanding these mobile elites requires also a closer escrutiny of their transnational lifestyles and the constelation of places interconnected through their consumption patterns. This workshop will examine luxury consumption in the Caribbean and the Mediterranean paying particular attention to the wider social, economic and environmental implications of elite lifestyles and their role in articulating flows of people, images, fantasies, objects and money.

The Caribbean and the Mediterranean are particularly interesting areas for the study of the new high-earners. The democratisation of tourism in the postwar period partially eclypsed their earlier image as playgrounds of elite consumption and witnessed the emergence of discourses about their environmental destruction in the hands of herd-like tourists. Today their image of places spoiled by mass tourism co-exists in stark contrast with landscaped enclavic resorts evoking a sense of distinction and ecology. This should not be seen as a completely new trend. Mass tourism has always involved a paradoxical combination of narratives about accessibility and the democratization of travel along with unavoidable rounds of distinction games. Yet an interesting question in the age of the risk society and global resource scarcity is the way in which the rising aspirations and 'luxury fever' of the middle classes animated by the extravagant lifestyles of the super-rich are being negotiated with concerns about environmental limits.

We invite papers and presentations on such topics as:

- Cultures and practices of elite consumption in the Caribbean and the Mediterranean from a historical perspective;

- Manifestations of the 'luxury fever' among middle classes in mass resorts today and historically;

- Changing perceptions of the 'mass' element in mass tourism in relation with elite consumption;

- New de- and re-naturalizations of landscapes taking place around elite consumpion; 

- Media representations of luxury tourism;

- Effects of ostentation in cultures of hospitality and, more specifically, on the solidarities these conspicuous lifestyles are enabling or hindering among the 'ordinary' people;

- Significance of the consumer spaces and practices of the super-rich in articulating global flows of people, objects, money and ideas;

- Infrastructures enabling the transnational lifestyles of the super rich;

- Methodological challenges of researching the residential and consumer spaces/practices of the super-rich.

Abstracts should include a title, contact details of the author(s) (name, postal address, email), and a summary of no more than 300 words. Please submit abstracts to the organisers no later than the 1st of July. 

Registration

The Workshop will be held in the Institute for Advanced Studies Rooms 2/3 at Lancaster University on 11-12 September. There are a limited number of places so please book soon to avoid disappointment. The regular registration fee is £50 and the unwaged registration fee is £25 to include all meeting costs, lunch in both days and tea/coffee. There will be a dinner in Lancaster on the night of the 11th (not covered by the registration fees). Please let us know if you would like to attend. If required, a range of overnight accommodation is available at own cost on campus and in Lancaster.If you would like to attend please register here: 

http://www.ecommercegateway.co.uk/lancs/store/shop/products.asp?func=prodvar&compid=3&deptid=22&prodtypeid=7&prodid=118
 and contact Penny Drinkall - p.drinkall@lancaster.ac.uk

We hope to see you in September. 

c)  Qualitative Synthesis and Meta Ethnography Workshop:  University of Southampton, 12th September 2008
The growing popularity of qualitative research has not so far led to the systematic cumulation of findings.  The workshop will explore the synthesis of qualitative research, drawing on the meta ethnography technique developed by Noblit and Hare (1988).

The workshop will be based around 4 papers which will be used to identify key concepts and begin the process of 'reciprocal translation' - comparing and developing the analytical concepts.  The workshop will then explore the next step of using mapping and charting techniques to display and reconsider the emerging findings.  The final part of the workshop will consider different approaches to presentation of the results of synthesis and provide an opportunity to reflect on the process of synthesis.

Nicky Britten is Professor of Applied Health Care Research at Peninsula Medical School and Catherine Pope is Reader in Health Services Research at the University of Southampton.  They have been involved in a variety of research synthesis projects in the past five years including meta ethnographies of the experience of diabetes, medicine taking and help seeking for cancer.

Target Audience: You will need to have some experience of undertaking qualitative research, although no prior experience of synthesis or systematic reviewing is necessary. The workshop is

open to postgraduate students but it is not designed as an introduction to qualitative methods.

Cost:    £120 if registered by 1st Augustm £150 after 1st August

To reserve a place on the workshop please email: 
susan.margetts@pms.ac.uk<mailto:susan.margetts@pms.ac.uk>

Telephone enquiries:  01392-264859
d)  Advanced Lazarsfeldian Methodology, International symposium (conference), Prague 19th-20th September 2008

Conference theme: Advanced methodology in contemporary social science research inspired by P.F. Lazarsfeld and his colleagues

The Advanced Lazarsfeldian Methodology conference focuses on advanced in social science methodology and its applications. This conference is connected with the issuing of the book Advanced Lazarsfeldian Methodology (Jeřábek, Soukup eds.). The authors of the book will take part in the conference with presentation of their chapters (Hynek Jerabek – „Paul Lazarsfeld’s Methodological Innovations“, Julie Häuberer – „Latent class analysis“, Petr Soukup – „Hierarchical Linear Models“, Ondrej Veis – „Panel analysis“, Jiri Remr – „Evaluation Research“) 

The papers and presentations will be presented in two thematic sessions:

(1) Methodological advances from Lazarsfeldian era (theoretical, historiacal and methodological description).

(2) Applying of advanced metodology on real social science projects (presentation of results and methodology applied in the research project).

Registration

Registration (connected with the sending of abstract of the paper) needs to be made before 13th July 2008 via email (conference@fsv.cuni.cz).
e)  Cultural Capital and Educational Inequalities: Concepts, methods, strategies and new configurations Brno, Czech Republic, 19th – 21st September 2008

Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of ‘capitals’ has proven highly influential in studies of education. Many researchers have used the concept of cultural capital to explain how educational inequalities arise and persist. However critics have argued that cultural capital is difficult to operationalise, only accounts for a small part of educational inequality and/or is specific to the French case. The workshop will investigate these issues. We invite contributions which consider cultural capital and educational inequality from a conceptual or empirical perspective. This will include, but is not limited to the following themes:

􀂃 Theoretical approaches to cultural capital

􀂃 Can cultural capital be measured and if so, how? What methods should be

used to measure it?

􀂃 Cultural capital and qualitative research

􀂃 Cultural capital and rational choice theory in education

􀂃 Cross-national comparative studies of cultural capital in education

􀂃 Is the concept of cultural capital specific to Western Europe?

􀂃 What is the relationship between cultural capital and school subjects?

􀂃 Cultural capital, social class, gender, ethnicity and education

􀂃 Cultural capital, students biographies and educational participation

􀂃 Cultural capital, education and youth pathways/transitions

􀂃 Cultural capital and informal contexts of education
The seminar will be based on discussion following participant presentations. We want

to discuss the concept of cultural capital and how it has been used in research in a

supportive atmosphere. The workshop will feature presentations by two distinguished

keynote speakers Professor Herman van de Werfhorst (University of Amsterdam) and

Dr. Marios Vryonides, European University, Cyprus.

Participants:

The workshop is aimed at doctoral students and junior researchers and it will offer the opportunity for dialogue with leading researchers in a supportive environment. The expected number of participants is 20.

Papers:

We seek papers which

􀂃 reflect various theoretical, and methodological approaches

􀂃 explore the way structural inequalities in educational institutions result in unequal educational outcomes;

􀂃 analyse different ways of addressing the relationships between cultural capital and educational inequalities in different national, institutional and educational contexts,

􀂃 critically examine the conceptual and methodological strengths and weaknesses of using cultural capital

The timing for presenting is no longer than 20 minutes and 5-10 minutes for questions. To support the discussion at the workshop the abstracts of all papers will be distributed to all participants in advance. The organizing committee will allocate a chairperson to each session. It is expected that the collected papers will be published in some form at a later date.

The criteria used for review will be as follows:

􀂃 papers should be directly related to the major topic of the workshop;

􀂃 they should involve systematic enquiry;

􀂃 in order to promote international dialogue, they should be accessible to an international audience.

Number of proposals

Each person can contribute one paper. Others can be named as co-authors.

Participants who will be presenting a paper will be given priority. Abstracts should

contain no more than 600 words. 

Deadline for application: 1 July 2008.

Each person should submit only one copy of the proposal. Any late proposals will be not accepted.

The organizing committee will confirm by e-mail that is has received your proposal and will communicate the final decision to all proposals by 15 July 2008. Successful applications will have to submit their papers before 1 September 2008.

How to submit applications:

Please email your application and abstract to Lucie Jarkovska at jarkovsk@fss.muni.cz
Include your first and second name in the filename.

Accommodation and fees:

The workshop fee is 140 € for young researchers, 90 € for students. It includes fees, lunches, and dinners. These costs do not include accommodation and travel expenses to Brno, which you should plan on your own. Accommodation is additional and can be booked through us at the following prices: Single Ensuite room – 950 CZK (cca 55 €) per night. Twin bedded room for two people – 750 CZK (cca 36 €) per person per night. The accommodation will be arranged in Hotel Continental which is located in the Brno centre very close to Faculty of Social Studies. Students from Eastern European Countries can apply for a discount from the workshop fee (50 €).

f) “Feminism Counts”: Quantative methods & feminist research:  University of Warwick, 7th November 2008
This conference will examine the historically complex relationship between feminist research and quantitative methods; explore a range of dilemmas that contemporary feminists face when using quantitative tools and techniques; cross the quantitative-qualitative divide

The conference is aimed at feminist researchers who use quantitative methods in their research and those who do not.  It will provide the former with an opportunity to reflect on their practice and the latter a space to explore the potential of this methodology.  

The conference will be followed by a professional development workshop on Friday 14th November aimed at feminist researchers who have not previously used quantitative methods in their research and are interested in finding out a bit more about what data exists and what they can do with it.

Attendance rates: £40 (£20 unwaged).  To book your place email: ann.ryan@warwick.ac.uk
More information on the conference and professional development workshop at www.go.warwick.ac.uk/femcounts
g) African Athena: Black Athena 20 years on: A conference.  University of Warwick, UK: 6th – 8th November 2008.
Keynote Speakers: Martin Bernal, Paul Gilroy, Shelley Haley, Stephen Howe, Partha Mitter, Valentin Mudimbe, Rajagopalan Radhakrishnan, Patrice Rankine and Robert J. C. Young.

Please forward any inquiries to: Dr. Daniel Orrells, Department of Classics and Ancient History, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL, UK.Email: D.Orrells@warwick.ac.uk

In order to register your attendance, please visit the conference website at:

http://www.warwick.ac.uk/go/africanathena
h) “Sex/ualities In and Out of Time”: St Andrews Interdisciplinary Sex/ualities Conference 2008, Edinburgh, U.K., 28-29 November 2008

Keynote Speakers: Professor Judith Halberstam & Professor Claire Colebrook

Round Table Participants: Professor Lorna Hutson, Professor Laura Marcus, Professor Gill Plain, Dr Sarah Dillon

Conference Focus: 

The question of time has become a major concern in critical theory and is proving to be a particularly useful means of approaching gender and sex/uality. Important recent work in the field of gender studies and queer theory has begun to explicitly address and render visible how time comes to structure and determine the meaning of bodily experiences and expressions. Non-normative sex/ualities are commonly delegated out of time, for instance, via the promise of futurity and the negation of historical grounding and traditions. The attempt to locate these very same bodies and their sexual practices in time raises the question whether time can be refigured or manipulated in order to open up the possibility of epistemological and ontological alternatives. This conference aims to explore present and past narratives of sexuality, the various links between heterogeneous temporalities and dissident sex/ualities and to ask what is at stake in the recent turn to time in gender studies and queer theory.

The conference is interdisciplinary and open to all research students and academics. We strongly encourage proposals from doctoral students at any stage of their research and from all disciplines.

Topics for papers can include, but are not limited to:

- Investigating and challenging normative figurations of time and becoming

- Back to the roots: alternative genealogies, queer historiographies and the desire for traditions

- Histories of sex/uality and possible rewritings of the history of sex/uality

- No future, queer future? Queer theory reproductivity and the struggle with futurity

- Queer utopias/dystopias 

- Visionary sex: future sex practices and technophilic constructions of sex/uality

- Representing time/sex: temporal erotics in film, literature and modern culture

- Temporalities and sex/ualities in narration

- History and development of gender/sex/ualities studies: where we are now?

- Post-gender: the end of gender and/or gender studies? 

- Temporalising sex/ualities: anticipation, identity and desire

- How sexuality can be used to rethink time

Submission Details:

Please send a 300-word abstract for 20-mintue papers along with your name and affiliation to sexualitiesconference2008@hotmail.co.uk by 15th August. The organisers will contact successful applicants by 25th August with full details and registration information. Please indicate in your email if you are an AHRC-funded doctoral student. 

The conference is a joint venture between the Universities of St Andrews and Edinburgh and supported by the AHRC.

i) Doctoral students’ workshop “Ageing Societies and the Welfare State” VU University Amsterdam, the Netherlands: December 11-12, 2008,

The interplay of ageing societies and the welfare state is at the centre of many contemporary debates. In sociological discussions, the influence of the welfare state on ageing societies is often stressed. Recently, especially the influence of the welfare state on the restructuring of the life-course and on social inequalities among older persons has been underlined. In political science discussions, on the other hand, the influence of ageing societies on the welfare state is an important point of focus. Lately, special emphasis has been given to devising strategies to counter the pressure exerted by ageing societies on social insurances. These strategies include the activation of nonemployed persons for paid work, the activation of retired persons for volunteering and informal care and a general redefinition of the idea of social citizenship.

For the workshop, we invite PhD-students in sociology and political science to submit abstracts related to the topic of “Ageing Societies and the Welfare State”. The contributions may be qualitative, quantitative, or conceptual. Country-comparative studies are especially welcome. Abstracts with a maximum of 200 words should be submitted before September 30, 2008. The participants will need to submit a complete version of their papers by the end of November 2008.

During the workshop, participants will have the opportunity to present their papers and receive feedback from senior researchers as well as from the other participants. Senior researchers acting as discussants for the PhD-students’ presentations will be inter alia Anneli Anttonen (University of Tampere, Finland, t.b.c.), Harald Kuenemund (University of Vechta, Germany), Ricca Edmondson (National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland, t.b.c.), Wim van Oorschot (University of Tilburg, Netherlands), and Theo van Tilburg (VU University Amsterdam, Netherlands). There will also be time to meet the other participants and senior researchers in a more informal atmosphere.

The participation fee is 50 Euros. It includes the material for the workshop, two lunches, one dinner, and tea and coffee on both days. The participants will be expected to provide for their own travelling and accommodation. To apply for the workshop, please submit your abstract to Kathrin Komp at k.komp@fsw.vu.nl. If you have any questions, you can contact her under the same email

address. Please also see the website of the workshop: http://english.fsw.vu.nl/ageingsocieties
j) Midterm conference of the Research Network 'Youth & Generation'  (RN30) of European Sociological Association ESA in co-operation with Estonian Youth Institute., Youth and Youth Sociology in Europe, Estonia 8.-11.1. 2009
We are pleased to invite you to the second Midterm Conference of the European Sociological Association (ESA) research network “Youth and Generation” (RN30), which will take place in Estonia. 

The conference is entitled Youth and Youth Sociology in Europe. Since the 1980s Europe has gone through tremendous social, ideological, political and cultural changes. The collapse of socialism and the dominance of neoliberal ideology in political discourse and practice has changed the political scenery. Neoliberal policies of governments of several European countries has worsened the living conditions of young people and lead to youth uprisings and protests e.g. in France. 

Europe is an ageing continent, which urgently needs immigrants to maintain or to establish basic structures of welfare society. The need for increased immigration has coincided with growing concerns regarding internal security and the coherence of European societies. The EU as the major political and economical actor in Europe is trying at the same time to attract well-educated immigrants and to reduce the inflow of poorly educated immigrants. Managing diversity is, therefore, one of the most pressing challenges for all European societies. Targeted multiculturalism has been the main management strategy of diversity in Europe. This strategy has lead to different and consequently unequal treatment of minorities and caused an increase in tension between different ethnic, cultural and religious groups. Young members of ethnic majorities and minorities face ethnic diversity, they also might find solutions to ethnic conflicts in their everyday life encounters.  Structural changes throughout Europe are hence changing the social conditions of young people. This conference provides a forum for European youth sociologists to discuss with their colleagues the most burning issues from the point of view of young people in Europe. 

European sociology, including youth sociology, is also changing or at least it should change in order to be able to better understand Europe as a cultural, political and social entity the parts of which are interdependent.  This conference will encourage discussion of the demands made by changing societies on youth sociology. 

Keynote speakers of the conference are

Claire Wallace, Professor of Sociology, University of Aberdeen, President of European 

Sociological Association 

topic: Youth and European citizenship

Gary Pollock, Department of Sociology, Manchester Metropolitan University

topic: Youth transitions and their family-household contexts

Papers can be proposed within topics related to the conference theme. Send an abstract, max 200 words, attached as a word or rtf document (no Vista versions, please) to the coordinator of the conference Vesa Puuronen (vesa.puuronen@uku.fi) at latest 15.8. 2008.

	The conference fee will be 300 € including meals, accommodation and bus from Tallinn to Roosta. 

If you have any questions concerning the programme of the conference, please contact Vesa Puuronen (vesa.puuronen@uku.fi). For practical arrangements, please contact Marti Taru, managing director of Estonian Youth Institute (marti@iiss.ee).


Participants are expected to deliver full papers by 30 November 2008.

k)  “ Young People & Education”:  A British Sociological Association Youth Study Group Day Seminar, Nottingham Trent University, Nottingham, England.18th February 2009

The BSA Youth Study Group is organising a day seminar around the topic of young people, hosted by Nottingham Trent University, School of Social Sciences. 

Learning and education plays a pivotal role in the shaping of young people’s lives. We are keen therefore to attract papers that explore in some way the relationships between formal and informal learning and young people’s social identities and transition experiences. There are a number of themes and issues that we hope speakers will address:

•     The ways that learning is implicated in the structuring of social divisions, inequality and disadvantage.

•     How learning careers influence other transition careers and routes into adulthood.

•     The changing educational policy context and its influence on young peoples lives.

•     The distinctive ways that ‘race’, class, gender, ethnicity, disability and sexuality are experienced through learning.

•     The relationships between formal and informal learning in the lives of young people.

•     The ways that learning can be empowering and linked to young people’s wellbeing.

The organisers are happy to discuss other suggestions for papers around the topic of education and young people

Abstracts (200 words) to be submitted to mark.cieslik@NTU.ac.uk

Deadline for submission of abstracts 14th November 2008

Further Details about the seminar from: Dr Mark Cieslik, Principal lecturer in Sociology, School of Social Sciences, Nottingham Trent University. Email: mark.cieslik@NTU.ac.uk. Tel: 0115 848 5513

l) Socio-Legal Studies Association Annual Conference, 7- 9 April 2009, De Montfort University, Leicester, UK.
Gender, Sexuality and Law Call for Papers

Following feedback from international contributors last year I have brought the first call for papers forward this year. The intersection of gender, sexuality and law continues to be a major source of academic and activist focus internationally. The stream seeks to draw together socio-legal scholarship from across the globe, featuring scholars from a range of disciplines.

Past papers have considered Civil Partnerships, gender and parenthood, sex work, domestic violence, religion and sexuality, international comparisons, and theories of gender but papers pertaining to any area of gender, sexuality and law will be considered.

All papers are eligible for consideration to be published in a special edition of Liverpool Law Review.  The edition aims to ‘showcase’ a selection of contemporary socio-legal scholarship in the field of gender, sexuality and law.  Publication is expected in early 2010.  Please indicate in your submission if you would like to be considered for publication.

I am happy to discuss any proposals prior to submitting an abstract.  Abstracts and paper proposals (no more than 250 words) should be sent to chris.ashford@sunderland.ac.uk by January 31st 2009 though sooner submission is preferred and will help with conference and journal planning.
m) The Technologisation of Bodies and Selves: The Fifth International Somatechnics Conference, Sydney, Australia, 16th -18th April 2009
Call for papers: Abstracts are invited for an international conference to be held in Sydney, Australia, on April 16th-18th 2009. Abstracts should be 300-500 words and should be forwarded to A/Prof Nikki Sullivan at the address listed below. Proposals for panels and for performance pieces are welcome.

 “Somatechnics” is a recently coined term used to highlight the inextricability of soma and techné, of the body (as a culturally intelligible construct) and the techniques (dispositifs and ‘hard technologies’) in and through which bodies are formed and transformed. This term, then, supplants the logic of the ‘and’, indicating that technés are not something we add to or apply to the body, but rather, are the means in and through which bodies are constituted, positioned, and lived.  As such, the term reflects contemporary understandings of the body as the incarnation or materialization of historically and culturally specific discourses and practices.  

Possible topics:
· Somatechnologies of the self (‘non-mainstream’ body modification, body sculpting, performance, fashion, drug use, ‘self-mutilation’, religious practice, etc) 

· medical somatechnologies (cosmetic, reproductive, imaging, corrective, sex (re)assignment, implantation, enhancement, bio-techs, public health initiatives, etc) 

· somatechnics of law 

· somatechnologies of gender, sexuality, race, class, etc 

· somatechnologies of normalcy and pathology 

· somatechnics of war 

· somatechnologies of the post-human (cyborgs, nanotechnology, virtuality, etc) 

· soma-ethics

Deadline for abstracts: November 30th 2008

Keynote Speakers include: Claudia Castaneda (Brandeis University), Nichola Rumsey (University of the West of England), Jennifer Terry (University of California, Irvine)

Further information:
The Somatechnics Conference Committee, Somatechnics Research Centre, Division of Society, Media, Culture and Philosophy, Macquarie University, North Ryde, New South Wales 2109, Australia

Email: nikki.sullivan@scmp.mq.edu.au  or somatechnicsadmin@gmail.com
Phone: +61 (0)2 9850 8760
Somatechnics Research Centre Website: http://www.somatechnics.mq.edu.au
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2b.  Call for participants

:
 

 

Can YOU help me to help others?
DO YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF TO BE RECOVERED FROM BULIMIA NERVOSA?
 

I am looking for men and women who consider they have recovered from the eating disorder Bulimia Nervosa to take part in my PhD Research.
 

The purpose of my study is to look at recovery from the point of view of former sufferers of bulimia.  By exploring personal experiences, insights and reflections on the recovery process, I hope to generate knowledge and understanding that will help current sufferers of bulimia.
 

Participation will involve an informal, face-to-face interview lasting for up to two hours where you will be asked to discuss all aspects of your recovery.  Participation is voluntary and your identity will remain strictly anonymous.  (If you would prefer not to meet in person, we could arrange a telephone interview or even chat via the Internet using the likes of MSN Messenger or email correspondence).
 

Even if you did not have a medical diagnosis of bulimia, you may still consider yourself to have suffered from bulimia in the past and may now consider yourself to be recovered.  If this describes you, I am still interested in talking to you!
  
This research study has been ethically approved by The Research and Enterprise Office (REO) at the University of Essex and is supported by b-eat (formally The Eating Disorders Association).  
 

If you would like more information or you are interested in participating in this study, please email me, Emma Weddell (PhD Candidate, Department of Sociology at the University of Essex) at ejwedd@essex.ac.uk
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

1. 5th Worldwide Competition for Junior Sociologists, International Sociological Association

http://www.isa-sociology.org/wcys/index.htm
Deadline: 1 March 2009

The International Sociological Association (ISA) announces the organization of the Fifth Worldwide Competition for Junior Sociologists engaged in social research. The winners will be invited to participate in the XVII World Congress of Sociology which will take place in Göteborg, Sweden, July 2010. The winners’ papers will be considered for publication in English, subject to editorial decision and revision, in the ISA’s journal International Sociology, or in another ISA publication.

By Junior Scholars we mean people who obtained his/her first Master’s degree (or an equivalent graduate diploma) in sociology or in a related discipline, less than 10 years prior to May 1st, 2009. In case of joint or multiple authorship, this rule applies to all authors of the submitted paper.

Candidates must send an original paper that has not been previously published anywhere. It should be no more than 6,000 words typewritten doublespaced on one side of the paper with margins of 3 cm and the pages numbered. Notes and the bibliography should appear at the end of the text. Papers which do not conform these rules run the risk of being rejected. We prefer papers focusing on socially relevant issues. The phenomena examined may be social, economic, political, cultural or of any other kind, but their interpretation or analysis must show a sociological orientation (for instance, through the identification of social processes underlying the phenomena under scrutiny, critique of commonsense interpretations or of well established theories, etc.).
Empirical research papers must go beyond descriptive reporting of results to broader, analytical interpretations. Papers will be judged according to perceptiveness with which issues are treated, the quality of empirical materials presented, the consistency with which an analytic framework is used, the originality of ideas, and the clarity of style. Extensiveness of referencing or the use of advanced statistical methods will be considered to be of only secondary importance, so as to provide participants throughout the world with as equal an opportunity as possible. We are particularly interested in receiving papers from scholars in Third World Countries.

The winners of the First (1990), the Second (1994), the Third (1998) and the Fourth (2006) Competition are not allowed to compete.

Papers may be written in one of the following languages: English, French, Spanish as well as Arabic, Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, and Russian. Assessors will be appointed for each of these languages. To give a fair chance for participants whose mother tongue is none of the above, there will be assessors in English, French and Spanish, respectively, for papers submitted by authors, who use any of these as a foreign language. All other scholars may also make use of this option if they prefer.

An electronic version (.doc or .pdf) should be e-mailed as an attachment to chauvel@sciences-po.fr (indicate “junior competition” in the subject of your message) and two paper copies of equal typographical quality should be sent to the following address:

5th ISA Worldwide Competition for Junior Sociologists

Attention: Louis Chauvel

Department of Sociology

Sciences-Po University Paris

27 rue Saint Guillaume

75007 Paris, France

Tel: 33-1-44185441

Fax:-1-44185451

E-mail: chauvel@sciences-po.fr (indicate “junior competition” in the subject of your message)

They should be postmarked April 1st, 2009 at the latest or reach the Science-Po Paris Secretariat before May 1st, 2009

In order to protect anonymity during the selection process, authors should not put their name on the paper itself but include a separate sheet of paper with their family name (capital letters), first name, sex, date of birth, mother tongue, degrees, address where they can be reached and (optionally) their present occupation. For papers sent by e-mail, include this information in a text of the e-mail message.

All this information should be given in one of the official languages of the ISA (English, French, Spanish). An electronic acknowledgement of the correct reception of paper copies and electronic submissions will be given.

Initially, a Jury will consider which papers reach a sufficiently high standard to be issued with a letter of official commendation and be listed on ISA website. Each language Jury will then preselect (by September 2009) a maximum of three papers. These finalists will receive Merit Award Certificates, a four-year membership in the ISA, and an invitation to participate in the XVII World Congress of Sociology in Göteborg, Sweden, July 2010. The ISA, however, cannot guarantee to cover their travel costs. All authors thus preselected will also be invited to participate in a one-week seminar prior to the Congress. Out of the preselected finalists, a Grand Jury chaired by the ISA President Michel Wieviorka will select up to five winning papers. Their authors will be immediately invited, all expenses paid, to participate in the World Congress. In case of multiple authorship, the subvention will have to be shared.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Battle of Ideas 2008 Festival
The ESRC is sponsoring the Battle of Ideas 2008  festival (www.battleofideas.org.uk).  This is a weekend event (Nov 1-2, 2008 ) at London’s Royal College of Art, which strives to allow hundreds of people to get to grips with and discuss the key ideas of our time.

The Battles in Print are essays that accompany each session at the Battle of Ideas 2008, available online and in print. The Battles in Print serve as introductions to a debate and for reflection afterwards, and take a variety of forms, from short provocation essays, to head-to-heads, to longer think-pieces and interviews with leaders in specific fields.

The ESRC , Times Online,  and  the Institute of Ideas, the organization that produces the Battle of Ideas festival, have set up a competition for  social science  PhD students to enter an essay for publication in the Battles in Print series.  The topics for this year are  "America "  and  "The Family" with a maximum word length of 1500 . These issues will be debated during the weekend and the winning essays will be made available on The Times website. More details of these debates  and the Battle for America and the Battle for the Family strands can be found at:   

 

http://www.battleofideas.org.uk/index.php/2008/news/1297/ 


The contributor of the winning essay in each topic category will receive 2 VIP weekend tickets to the Battle of Ideas, including access to all events, speakers’ green room, festival reception and speaker and sponsor dinner. The winning essays will be published in the Battles in Print series  on line and in print and on the Times Online.

If you are interested in submitting an essay into this competition, please contact:  Shirley Dent at the Institute of Ideas on 020 7269 9229 or email esrcessay@instituteofideas.com . Essays should be submitted to esrcessay@instituteofideas.com no later than 5pm on Wednesday 8th October 2008 . Essays posted to be received no later than 8th October 2008  can be sent to:

Shirley Dent, Institute of Ideas, Signet House, 49 – 51 Farringdon Road, London, EC1M 3JP.

All essays should be accompanied by name, address, university department, email address and day time telephone number.

More information about the Battle of Ideas is at: http://www.battleofideas.org.uk/
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.  Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for Journal submissions

1.  International Journal of Multiple Research Approaches

Contributions are invited to a special issue of the International Journal of Multiple Research Approaches (IJMRA) dedicated to Using Video in Social Science and Health Research. This issue aims to make a contribution to video research methodology that reflects the increasing use of video that is currently occurring across a diverse range of research disciplines. For the social scientist, the use of video raises important questions about how video images are produced and used alongside other research methods, including observation, interviewing and textual analysis. This special issue seeks to explore the innovative methodologies, data and research outcomes that result from the incorporation of video with more traditional social science research methods.

Using Video in Social Science and Health Research seeks to draw together researchers from a range of social science disciplines to present a range of methodological and ethical issues that come to bear on the way video is utilised. These issues include, but are certainly not limited to:

Authors are invited to submit papers on any of the above topics or a topic of their own choosing that makes a contribution to the field of video research methodology. It is anticipated that most papers will be empirically based, however, literature reviews may also be considered. Papers should be between 6000 and 8000 words exclusive of References, Appendices, Tables and Figures. The Editors may accept shorter or longer articles of exceptional quality. Authors are invited to contact a guest editor to discuss their approach and submit a draft abstract in advance of manuscript submission.

Rowena Forsyth email: rowenaforsyth@yahoo.com.au Tel: +61 (0)414 289 881

Please see the home page of the International Journal for Multiple Research Approaches for the link to this special issue for more information http://mra.e-contentmanagement.com/archives/vol/3/issue/2/call/ .

2.  Children’s Geographies: Advancing interdisciplinary understanding of younger people’s lives

Dear Post grads,

I am the Viewpoints editor for the international journal Children's Geographies: Advancing  interdisciplinary understanding of younger people’s lives.

The journal is published 4 times a year and there is always a Viewpoints piece in each issue. Viewpoints is an eclectic section of the journal publishing short pieces on contemporary issues with a strong commitment to commentaries from all parts of the world. Essays, reports, short articles are typically between 2000 and 3000 words long and can include images and references – but they do not require an abstract. Pieces submitted to me for review are usually published within 3 months of acceptance.  I am seeking submissions for August 4th and November 3rd 2008.  Past Viewpoints pieces have included: discussion of ethical practice in research with young people and children; a visual arts project that involved young people in Vietnam; participatory research processes within an NGO in India working with children and young people; a critical theoretical engagement with an article within the journal; a response to a UNICEF report on the wellbeing of children in the OECD countries.

If anyone on this list has ideas for a piece they would like to submit then please get in touch with me to discuss this or send any pieces of work for review directly to me. Thank you for your attention.

Tracey Skelton
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Tracey Skelton, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, National University of Singapore
1 Arts Link, Singapore, 117570, Tel: + (65) 6516 3860
Fax: + (65) 6777 3091, Website: www.nus.edu.sg

Viewpoints editor for Children’s Geographies
http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/14733285.asp
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter:  The newsletter is distributed on the 1st of every month, therefore submission deadlines are the 25th of the preceeding month.  
( Don't want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events? 


All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/ForthcomingEvents.htm 

( For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at: 


http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/ 

( Check out the new ‘PGF Corner’ in ‘Network’ for all Postgrad related news and reviews
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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