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Heterosexualities
Critical Sexology Seminar at Queen Mary, University of London.

21st June 2006, 2pm-6pm, Arts Lecture Theatre, Arts Building, Queen Mary, University of London, Mile End Road, London E1 4NS.

Hetero-sex desires, institutions and practices constitute the sexual modality which has received the least amount of analytic and critical attention as a constructed category, given its culturally sanctioned and normative status. This seminar has the following aims: 

* to think towards establishing a critical history, or set of histories, of heterosexuality. 

* to discuss the role of heterosexuality in current psychological and psychoanalytical clinical practice. To what extent is genital heterosexuality still equated with mental and sexual health in certain branches of theory and clinical practice? 

* to explore diversity within heterosexuality (hence the plural of the title). Is the concept still identical with heteronormativity and patriarchy, or are new, multiple heterosexualities emerging which refute or challenge its traditional meanings? And should such configurations really be termed 'heterosexuality'? Does 'heterosexuality' even make sense in the light of recent work theorising trans, intersex and queer identities? In short, what are the implications of queer theory for rethinking desirous relationships between subjects who still identify as 'male' and 'female'? 

We are lucky enough to welcome 3 scholars and writers at the forefront of debates on heterosexuality, offering, respectively, queer, feminist, and historical-psychological perspectives.

SPEAKERS: 
Seminar to be Chaired by LISA DOWNING. 

CALVIN THOMAS (Associate Professor of Literary Theory and Cultural Studies, Georgia State University, USA)
"On Being Post-Normal: Heterosexuality After Queer Theory"
STEVI JACKSON (Professor and Director, Centre for Women's Studies, Department of Sociology, University of York )
"Why Question Heterosexuality?"
PETER HEGARTY (Lecturer in Psychology, University of Surrey)
"The Psychologization of Marriage and the Heteronormativity of High IQ" 
Followed by a roundtable discussion with the three speakers, to be chaired by LISA DOWNING 

For further information, please contact Lisa Downing at L.M.Downing@qmul.ac.uk or visit http://alpha.qmul.ac.uk/%7Euglf028/critical_sexology/future_seminars 

.................................................................................................................................................

Theorising qualitative research: paradigms and methods 

Godfrey Thomson Hall, Ground Floor of Thomson's Land, Edinburgh University Thursday 15th June 2006.

This seminar explores some of the ways in which theoretical frameworks and
epistemological understandings are and can be used to inform qualitative
research practice.

Confirmed Speakers:


Professor Ian Shaw  (Department of Social Work and Social Policy, York
University) Dr Peter King (CCHR, De Montfort University) Dr Tim May (SURF,
Salford University) Professor Lynn Jamieson  (School of Social and Political
Studies, Edinburgh University) Professor Liz Stanley (School of Social and
Political Studies, Edinburgh University)

Booking details:


This event is open to all researchers, including postgraduate students and
non-academic researchers. The event is free to attend and refreshments will
be provided. Unfortunately, however, we are not able to assist with travel
or other related costs. Places are limited and all participants must
register in advance to reserve a place. A booking form and further
information about this event is available from the Qualiti website at
www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi/qualiti/events.html 

……………………………………………………………………………………….............
Social Capital: What Works?
Social Capital Conference, 9th June 2006, Trades Hall, 85 Glassford Street, Glasgow.

Guest Speaker: Dr Thomas Sander, Executive Director, Saguaro Seminar.

Interest in social capital is growing in academic and political circles across the globe. This event is a unique opportunity to meet one of the most influential speakers in the field and look at ways of putting social capital into practice.
Topics of interest will include 
 
• Social capital and education 
• Social capital and culture 
• Social capital and civic engagement 
 
If you have any questions about the event please email info@social-capital.net or visit www.social-capital.net for a detailed flyer and booking form.

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Postgraduate forum for research presentations on social aspects of 
health, illness and medicine


The Institute of Health at the University of Warwick and the British Sociology Association Medical Sociology Group, 19th May 2006. 

12:30 - 13:30 Lunch and registration.
13:30 - 14.00 Nicola Gale, University of Warwick, The training of alternative health care 
practitioners: key sociological and embodied themes.
14.00 - 14:30, Mel Wright, University of Plymouth, Health, Eugenics and the Third Reich: An Initial Exploration.
14:30 - 15.00, Helen Lewis, University of Surrey, Living with transplantation and dialysis through transition to adulthood 16-30 years.
15.00 - 15.30 Tea.
15.30 - 16.00, Laura Killick, Loughborough University, Parents, PE kits and pain: a 
work-in-progress.
16.00 - 16.30, Rebecca Cook, Oxford University, Biomedical and social factors affecting health in premature infants at Kijabe medical centre.
16:30 - 17:00Closing discussion/tea.  

VENUE: Room R003/004, Ramphal Building, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL.  Lunch will be served.  
ALL WELCOME.  To reserve your place, please contact Karen van Rompaey at 
k.van.rompaey@warwick.ac.uk or by phone (024) 765 23164.
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
Researching Women’s Experiences of Work and Family Life   

One-Day International Conference.
Wednesday, 24th May 2006.

Holiday Inn, Lime Street, Liverpool.
Agenda 
 09.00 - 10.00  Registration and Coffee 
 
10.00 - 10.30  Professor Jane Lewis
Work/family reconciliation, equal opportunities, and social policies: Policy  trajectories in comparative perspective.
10.30  - 11.00  Professor Janneke Plantenga 
 
11.00 - 11.15  Questions 


11.15 - 11.30  Break 
 
11.30 - 12.15  ESF Presentation
 
12.15 - 13.00  Lunch 
 
13.00 - 14.15  Themed Breakout
· Lorely Burt MP 

· Ross Hendry - UNISON
Results of Work Foundation Survey on UNISON members' experiences of WLB  

· Professor Kate Purcell (Bristol Business School)/Professor Peter Elias (Warwick University)
Breaking through the glass ceiling?  Progress towards equality among highly-qualified women 

· Dr Tracey Warren - Newcastle University
Women's work-life balancing in Europe: the impact of class and work time in diverse societies 

· Mies Westerveld - University of Amsterdam

14.15 - 14.30  Break

14.30 - 15.00  Professor Sue Yeandle
Changing Working Lives: work, life and equalities in the 21st Century

15.00 - 16.00  Feedback & Plenary Discussion

16.15  Closing remarks

17.00  CONFERENCE CLOSE
Attendance of the conference is free of charge.  For further information visit http://www.ljmu.ac.uk/SOC/ESF/69463.htm 
.................................................................................................................................................

ESRC Survey Link Scheme 

Who we are

The Survey Link Scheme is an ESRC training resource run from the Department of Sociology at the University of Surrey. The Scheme which began in 1981 under the Directorship of Professor Aubrey McKennell aims to make researchers, postgraduate students and teachers of research methodology more aware of the issues that occur during survey fieldwork carried out by professional social survey organisations. 

What we do

The Survey Link Scheme aims to bring postgraduate students and researchers interested in social survey research closer to the fieldwork process of surveys carried out by the large scale UK professional survey organisations such as the Office for National Statistics [ONS] and the National Centre for Social Research [NatCen]. This is vital for those interested in survey research due to the large gap of understanding that exists between academic surveys and those carried out by survey agencies. All Researchers, Postgraduate Students and Teachers of Research Methods can gain from participation in the Scheme. Participants will learn about the gathering of data including:

· how survey interviewers are briefed before embarking on the fieldwork 

· how questionnaires are administered in the field

· how interviewers approach respondents

· how interviewers deal with non response

· what a Computer Assisted Personal Interview questionnaire looks like

· how respondents react to the interviewers questions

This is achieved in two stages, a one day briefing workshop and then an optional day shadowing an interviewer.

· Workshops

The one day workshops are held throughout the UK. Each workshop focuses on a different survey. The day consists of a briefing on the Question Bank, information about Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing and the software Blaise. In the afternoon a guest speaker from the survey agency gives an overview of the survey before moving on to discuss issues to do with the interview, the questionnaire and general data collection. All participants are given a chance to gain hands on experience of working through the questionnaire as if they were a respondent in the field.

For current details of workshop dates and surveys please go to the web pages:

http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/slsdocs/workshops/Workshops.htm
· Fieldwork

This optional part of the scheme allows the participant to go out into the field with an experienced interviewer to shadow them for the day. Fieldwork is arranged near to the participant’s home base.

Attendance at the Workshops is free and reasonable expenses are paid.

2006 Survey Link Scheme Workshops
	Date
	Venue
	Survey involved

	29 Jun 06
	Bristol University
	Millennium Cohort Study

	21 July 06
	University of Oxford
	ONS: Family Resources Survey

	22 Sep 06
	University of York
	ONS: Expenditure and Food Survey

	20 Oct 06
	University of Manchester
	NatCen: Families & Children Study

	22 Nov 06
	Queens Univ, Belfast
	Northern Ireland Life & Times Survey


All workshops run from 10am to 5pm

Further information:

ESRC Survey Link Scheme, Department of Sociology, University of Surrey, Guildford, Surrey, GU2 7XH

tel / fax: +44 (0)1483 682796 

email: sls@surrey.ac.uk | web: http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sls.htm
For further details of the scheme including the surveys involved, workshop dates and venues and to apply please visit the web site: http://qb.soc.surrey.ac.uk/sls.htm
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

Social Science engagement with the regional media

Joint workshop organised by University of Aberdeen/British Sociological Association.
University of Aberdeen, 29 June 2006, 9.30am-3.30pm.
PROGRAMME:
9.30 Coffee

10.00 Welcome, Jennie Massie, Communication Officer, University of Aberdeen

10.10 Engaging with the local print media, Damian Bates, Evening Express
10.40 Questions

11.00 Engaging with the regional BBC, Fiona Stalker, BBC Scotland

11.30 Questions

11.50 Tales, scare stories and myths in Sociology’s engagement with the media, Roundtable discussion with Professor Linda McKie (Glasgow Caledonian University), Professor John Brewer (University of Aberdeen), Professor Steve Bruce (University of Aberdeen) and Dr John Bone (University of Aberdeen)

12.45 Lunch

1.30 Social Science and the media, practical workshop and advice, Professor Ivor Gaber, the BSA’s Media Consultant

3.30 Close, Coffee.
Attendance is free.  All welcome.  

Pre-registration is required.  To register, please contact sociology@abdn.ac.uk 
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

British Sociological Association Visual Sociology Conference
University of Warwick, 27th May 2006.

As part of the launch of the Visual Sociology study group of the British Sociological Association, a one-day conference will be held to introduce Visual Sociology, Visual methods and showcase a selected range of sub-disciplines within sociology that are mobilizing visual methods. The conference will also act as a platform in which academics and researchers can network and explore current research projects.
Registration fees: £10 for BSA members; £12 for non-BSA members; £6 for students or retired.

Conference Schedule:
	10:00 - 10:30
	Arrivals & Registration 


	10:30 - 10:45 
	Opening Welcome 

	10:45 - 11:30
	Futures of Visual Research Methods 

	
	Visual methods, metaphors, Lego, and the brain

	
	Keynote Paper 
David Gauntlett – Bournemouth University 

Discussant
Paul Sweetman – University of Southampton

	11:45 - 12:10
	General Discussion - (open to the floor) 

	12:10 - 13:00
	Lunch (not included)


	13:00 - 13:30
	BSA Visual Sociology Study Group Plenary Meeting (open to all)

	13:30 - 14.30 
	Interactive Workshops (1) 

	
	Images of Sacred Identity: Historical and Contemporary
William Keenan – Nottingham Trent University

	
	Workshop relating to Photo - elicitation & HE
Andrew Loxley – Trinity College, University of Dublin

	14:30 - 14:45 
	Tea

	14:50 - 15:40 
	Interactive Workshops (2) 

	
	Picturing Interaction; Cartooning Life
Marc Bush – University of Warwick

	
	Representation and the 'black' male body 
Poonam Madar - University of Warwick 

	15:40 - 16:00 
	Feedback Session 

	16:00 - 16:50 
	Medicine, Care, the Visual & Society

	 
	Telling Pictures: Snapshot Photography in the Hospital Environment

	
	Diane Taylor – De Montfort University
Alan Radley – University of Loughborough

	16:50 - 17:10 
	General Discussion – (open to the floor)

	17:10 - 17:30
	Closing Comments 

	17:30 onwards 
	Drinks Reception 


To register, visit the BSA Visual Sociology Study Group website at www.visualsociology.org.uk 

………………………………………………………………………………………………

Extended and Extending Families

Centre for Research on Families and Relationships (CRFR).

27th-29th June 2007.

The Centre for Research on Families and Relationships (CRFR) is holding their 2nd International Conference on 27th - 29th June 2007 entitled Extended and Extending Families.

Families take many different forms, and these are reflected in changing expectations of family life. This conference provides an opportunity to explore changing expectations of personal life through a consideration of the ways in which families are extending and extended, across generations, households, lifecourse and relationships.

Abstracts and workshop proposals are invited which address the conference
themes: 
· Extended families: families across households, living apart together,
beyond parent-child relationships, adoption and fostering;

· Beyond kinship: civil partnerships, cohabitation, families of choice,
friendship;

· Examining transitions; family breakdown, new families, changing families;

· Theorising extended and extending families;

· Challenges for law, policy and practice;

· New reproductive technologies;

· International inequalities in families across the lifecourse.

Abstracts

Abstracts should be 250 words long and submitted via our online abstract form or on the downloadable application form to be emailed to l.marshall@ed.ac.uk.  Abstracts should identify the focus of the paper, the questions it will answer and the evidence or data on which it will draw.  Abstracts will be chosen for the conference and notified as outlined in the timetable below. Presenters will be expected to provide copies of their papers in advance of the conference to be included in a CD for those attending.

Workshop proposals

Workshops should be closely related to the conference themes, and allow more in-depth discussion of issues. The proposal should clearly indicate the topic to be explored, and how discussion will be facilitated. Workshops drawing on policy and practice expertise, and opening up dialogue across the research, policy, practice divide are particularly encouraged. Workshops should provide a contrast to paper presentation sessions through a more discursive approach to the subject matter and thought should be given to including the participants' expertise. Workshop proposals should be submitted via our online workshop submission form or on a downloadable application form to be emailed to l.marshall@ed.ac.uk. A timetable for submission and notification is outlined below.

Practicalities

All those whose workshop proposals or abstracts are accepted are expected to
book a place at the conference and pay the delegate fee. (There are a few
subsidised places available - please contact us for details). Co-presenters
are also required to register and pay the fee.

All paper presentations will have access to PowerPoint. Workshops should specify resources required - PowerPoint, flipcharts and overheads can be supplied. Any additional equipment needs should be discussed.


Important dates

Deadline for submission of proposals 31st October 2006
Successful applicants notified by Friday 17th November 2006
Applicants to accept place by Thursday 30th November
Participants to book place at conference by Friday 22nd December 2006
Full paper presentations to be submitted by Tuesday 1st May 07
Conference 27th-30th June 07 

To submit a paper or workshop proposal please go to the link below

http://www.crfr.ac.uk/events/intconf2007/conf2007index.html 
………………………………………………………………………………………………
If you know of any sociological event that would be of interest to your fellow BSA postgraduate members, please bring this to our attention so we can let them know.  More generally, we are here to represent the interests and views of BSA postgraduate members.  If you have any issues you would like raised, complaints or praise to convey, or suggestions as to how the BSA can best serve its postgraduate members, please get in touch!
Becky Barnes becky.barnes2@ntlworld.com 

David Mellor MellorD@cardiff.ac.uk
Kerrin Clapton Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk 

Ruth Lewis r.lewis@ed.ac.uk
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