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BSA POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER

March 2008

Welcome to the March edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events and a call for notification for future events. 

Don’t forget to check out the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events; the forum - http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb for all the latest PGF discussions or contact us on PGForum@britsoc.org.uk with any PGF news/updates!

We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome 2 new members to the team; Mark Doidge (University of Exeter) and Hasnain Qayyum (University of Essex).  Mark and Hasnain will be taking over from Ruth and Sam who are stepping down from the post in March.   On behalf of the PG community, we would like to take this opportunity to thank Ruth and Sam for all their hard work, dedication and commitment to the PGF during their tenures as convenor s and wish them the very best in their future careers.

Lara, Ruth & Sam





PGF Convenors

At-a-glance contents: 

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1.

3. Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

4. Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for journal submissions

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

a) “Normativities”:  Postgraduate Seminar Series, Birkbeck Institute for Gender & sexualities, Tuesday, 4th March 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Birkbeck College, London

b) Making Policy in Theory & Practice”:  ESRC Festival of Social Science Event, Monday 10th March 2008  1.30 – 5.00pm, British Library, London

c) Queering Central and Eastern Europe: National features of sexual identities.  A day-conference at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London , Friday, 11 April 2008

d) FEM 08!  Saturday 26th April, 2008, Sheffield University Students Union. 

e)  “Fat Studies in the UK - a one day seminar and round table”, Centre for Women's Studies, University of York, Friday 2nd May 2008

f) “Intersections of Gender, Class and Work”; New seminar series announcement and advance call for abstracts; 12th May 2008;  Newcastle University, UK, 

g) “Constructions, Discourse & Representations”: 9thInter-university graduate conference, University of Cambridge, 12th May 2008

h) “Relating to Death”:  One day conference; The Morgan Centre for the Study of Relationships and Personal Life, University of Manchester,  16 May 2008, 

i) Nostalgia & the shapes of history”:  A Postgraduate Conference at Queen Mary, University of London, Friday 13th - Saturday 14th June 2008: Call for papers

j) Ways of Living: Inequalities, Risks and Choices:  1st ENQUIRE - Postgraduate Conference, 17th & 18th June 2008,  School of Sociology & Social Policy, University of Nottingham

k) “Colonial Cultures”: A One-Day PhD Student Workshop at the University of Warwick: Wednesday 2nd July 2008

l) Genital cutting in a globalized age: a forum for interdisciplinary debate; The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE; Friday 4 July 2008

m) "Sexuality, Textuality, Image":  The 2nd Postgraduate conference of the Centre for the Interdisciplinary Study of Sexuality and Gender in Europe, (CISSGE), University of Exeter: call for papers

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
a)   “Normativities”:  Postgraduate Seminar Series, Birkbeck Institute for Gender & sexualities, Tuesday, 4th March 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Birkbeck College, London
 Birkbeck Institute for Gender and Sexuality (BIGS) is pleased to present the first in a series of seminars designed to provide a forum for postgraduate students working on issues relating to gender and sexuality to present their ideas to one another in a relaxed and supportive environment.

'Normativities' : Speakers include: Caroline Walters ('Safe, Sane, Consensual': A discourse that attempts to normalise BDSM?; Carly Guest ('Heterosexual Bodies: Women's Discussion and Construction of Their Heterosexualities') & Eleanor Wilkinson and Katherine Ludwin (The Annual Festival of Homosexual Misery: Taking Pride in Gay Shame)

Tuesday, 4th March 6:30pm - 8:30pm, Room 354, Malet Street building, Birkbeck College

BIGS will hold a postgraduate seminar every two months and we are currently seeking contributions from presenters for the next session to be held on the evening of Thursday, May 8th. If you are interested in presenting please submit the title of your paper along with a brief abstract (100 words max) to bigs.postgrads@googlemail.com. Submissions relating to issues of gender and sexuality from a broad range of disciplines are welcomed, as are works in progress and 'alternative' style presentations.


b)  
“Making Policy in Theory & Practice”:  ESRC Festival of Social Science Event, Monday 10th of March 2008  1.30 – 5.00pm, British Library, London
For this event the SRA has brought together a group of distinguished researchers from different sectors to apply their powers of analysis to policy making and to tease out the lessons for getting research into policy. Sue Duncan co-editor of a recent book "Making Policy in Theory and Practice" and former UK Government Chief Social Researcher will give an overview of the policy process and getting social research into the evidence base for policy. Professors Hugh Bochel, co-editor, Ed Page and Robert Walker will lead workshops on forward looking policy making, outward-looking policy making and policy evaluation. A final panel session will bring together views from Professor Sir Roger Jowell on change and continuity in both qualitative and  quantitative research and what the future might hold; Mr Martin Brookes Chief Executive of New Philanthropy Capital will contribute on how innovation is likely to affect funding of research and getting the social research evidence base into new places to influence policy and practice.

The assistance of the ESRC enables us to offer this as a free event, but places are limited so early booking is essential. Please register your interest in attending by emailing admin@the-sra.org.uk  with the header 'March 10th event'.

c)    Queering Central and Eastern Europe: National features of sexual identities.  A day-conference at the School of Slavonic and East European Studies, University College London , Friday, 11 April 2008
Sexualities, as keys to identity and as part of the public language of the nation, are a controversial feature of post-communist transition in Central and Eastern Europe. Radical political changes have led to the emergence of new social actors, such as the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) movement, the airing of new public discourses surrounding sexuality, as well as the eruption of new social conflicts and divisions.

This day-conference devoted to the study of non-normative (or ‘queer’) sexualities in Central-Eastern Europe is a forum to reflect on the diversity of issues and approaches in this new research area. The scarcity of scholarly work concentrating on this region, in queer theory, in studies of gay and lesbian experience in the past and present, and in the sexual politics of the marginalised, is a significant gap. Indeed the emergence of sexualities studies for Central-Eastern Europe challenges canonical theoretical and interpretive frameworks grounded in North American and Western European contexts.

For details please visit:  HTTP://QUEERING-CEE.BLOGSPOT.COM
d) FEM 08!  Saturday 26th April, 2008, Sheffield University Students Union. 
 

FEM 08 – the fourth in the widely acclaimed series of FEM Conferences – will take place on Saturday 26 April 2008 at Sheffield University Students Union. The conference is free and open to all.

 

Speakers confirmed for FEM 08 include: Germaine Greer;  Kira Cochrane, Editor of Guardian Women’s Page;   Zohra Moosa, The Fawcett Society;  Jess McCabe, Editor, The F Word;  Damian Carnell, Nottinghamshire Domestic Violence Forum

  

FEM Conferences are an acclaimed series of national conferences that aim to educate and inspire women and men to get active in feminism. FEM 08 is organised by volunteers, supported by the Fawcett Society and Oxfam, and hosted by the Sheffield University Students’ Union Women’s Campaign. 

 

To book your free place at FEM 08 visit www.femconferences.org.uk today! 

e)  “Fat Studies in the UK - a one day seminar and round table”, Centre for Women's Studies, University of York, Friday 2nd May 2008

http://fatstudiesuk.edublogs.org/

Invited Speakers include Lucy Aphramor - Coventry University; Charlotte Cooper - author 'Fat and Proud: The Politics of Size'; Lee Monaghan - University of Limerick.  See the link for the full details of all speakers

The aim of the seminar is to celebrate, experience and debate this work and for this to be the springboard to other such events both within academia and the wider community.

The objectives of the day are to discuss the discipline of fat studies in a UK context; acknowledge the importance of fat activism and politics and explore the links between activism and research; and to bring together like-minded researchers, activists and supporters of size acceptance in the UK. The programme includes speakers from activist and research perspectives and a round table discussion between all present on activism & academic approaches and methods.

Please note, this is a fat friendly, body positive event.

There is a small attendance fee of £9 for this event to cover basic costs.   Register your interest with Corinna Tomrley at cgt500@york.ac.uk.   The deadline for registration is 18th April 2008.
f)  “Intersections of Gender, Class and Work”; New seminar series announcement and advance call for abstracts;  Newcastle University, UK, 12th May 2008

'...intersectionality is the most important theoretical contribution that women's studies, in conjunction with related fields, has made so far' (McCall, 2005:1771)

We are a group of postgraduates in the School of Geography, Politics & Sociology at Newcastle, coming from international and inter-disciplinary backgrounds. We are interested in exploring how gender, class and work identities alter material and subjective experiences of, and shape, social

change.

We are looking to provide a forum to engage with current debates and theories, focusing discussion around the concept of inter-sectionality (accounting for the specificities of class, race, gender, age, sexuality, disability etc) and how these might influence how we do feminist research in practice.  The aim of this one-day event is to provide a friendly environment for the cross-fertilisation of ideas across institutions and between research clusters. This seminar will be inter-disciplinary and broad in its focus.

Seminar Format:  We welcome abstracts and posters from Masters and PhD students that address the following seminar themes:

o       intersections of work, class and gender

o       changing gender relations at work and in the home

o       space, place and the shaping of identities

o       ethnicity and gender

o       gendered work identities and practices

o       commodification of emotional and aesthetic labour

o       methodological implications of inter-sectionality

Our aim is for key themes and discussion points to emerge that can be built upon in future events. In addition, there will be opportunities for selected papers to be published in an online journal.

Enquiries to: +44  (0)191 222 8522

g) “Constructions, Discourse & Representations”: 9thInter-university graduate conference, University of Cambridge, 12th May 2008

Graduate students, at any stage of their research, are invited to present a paper, poster or symposium on any of the following topics:

Culture, self & Identity; Culture & cognition; Co-construction of social knowledge; Narrative, development & the ’life course’; Institutions and society; questioning methodologies; Social representations.

Please submit your abstract of no more than 300 words to: gradconference2008@gmail.com
Include your name, your institution and which category you think your submission fits into. 

h) “Relating to Death”:  One day conference; The Morgan Centre for the Study of Relationships and Personal Life, University of Manchester,  16 May 2008, 

Death is a certainty that we face in living and it is said that we can judge a culture by how it relates to death. This one day conference will explore how we relate to, and how we live in the face of, death. We will adopt an interdisciplinary approach, with papers from historical, anthropological and sociological perspectives. We will ask how death is incorporated into life in different ways and contexts, and will explore the implications of these understandings of death for research about personal life and for theories of relatedness and connectedness.

Programme:

Jenny Hockey, University of Sheffield '"He was my dad and I wanted him  here with me": Media of relatedness and the informal disposal of human ashes'

Robin Wooffitt, University of York 'The Language of Mediums: The social organisation of spirit communication in contemporary mediumship'

Sasha Handley, University of Manchester 'Ghost Stories and the Mortuary  Culture of Enlightenment England '

Brian Heaphy, University of Manchester 'Death and the Politics of Personal Life'

Fees: £30 full or £15 concession, payable in advance.

http://www.socialsciences.manchester.ac.uk/morgancentre/events/2008/relating-to-death/
i) Nostalgia & the shapes of history”:  A Postgraduate Conference at Queen Mary, University of London, Friday 13th - Saturday 14th June 2008: Call for papers

There have always been reasons to feel that one's true place in the world is irretrievably lost in the past. Imagined golden ages seem an essential form of mediation between the inadequate present and our sense of real selfhood. Self-consciousness about invoking absent authenticity has been characteristic of postmodernity, but so too has a feeling of universalised, unfulfillable longing. And for all the apparent conservatism of nostalgia, appeals to the lost glories of the past have been among the most potent of revolutionary battle cries. Nostalgic desires - melancholic, consoling, or bitter - still constantly revise the cultural landscape.

We are looking for papers from across the social sciences, arts and humanities that reflect on the human habit of looking back on other, better homes somehow left behind us. We are interested both in papers that focus closely on the particular pains and pleasures of mourning for a more comforting age, and in those that open out on to general concerns with memory, identity, place and history. Nostalgic experience in any time or place and representations of nostalgia in theory, literature, film, photography, theatre, fashion, architecture, art, music and popular culture could all come under scrutiny. 

Papers from postdoctoral and academic staff are also welcome. Please send 250 word proposals for 20-minute papers to nostalgiaconference@gmail.com by March 7th 2008. Please include your title, name, institutional affiliation and a brief (no more than 100 words) outline of your research.

A selection of papers will be considered for publication in a special issue of the SAGE journal Memory Studies.

www.english.qmul.ac.uk/nostalgia.html
nostalgiaconference@gmail.com.

j)  Ways of Living: Inequalities, Risks and Choices:  1st ENQUIRE - Postgraduate Conference, 17th & 18th June 2008,  School of Sociology & Social Policy, University of Nottingham
Call for Papers:  Deadline: 6th April 2008

In today's society there are many factors related to inequalities, risks and choices that can affect the way people live their lives. Our ways of living are inscribed in a nexus between, for instance, gender, class and ethnicity; other aspects, such as urbanisation, health and poverty are playing an important role in this context as well. The aim of this conference is to bring together theoretical and empirical perspectives along with research from the social sciences exploring different dimensions that shape our ways of living.

Postgraduate students working in the social sciences will be able to present and discuss their work and interests and to subsequently receive feedback in a supportive and comfortable environment. We also see this conference as a great opportunity to build an encouraging and productive postgraduate network.

We have an exciting and interesting programme planned. We invite papers that examine issues addressing aspects of ways of living related but not restricted to the following themes:

Work; Healthy lifestyles; Tourism; Spaces and Places; Consumerism; Spirituality; Sociology of Sport; Social Capital; Leisure; Sexual Behaviours; Migration; Ageing; Environment.

Please submit an abstract of not more than 300 words, using the abstract form provided on the website, by 6th April 2008. (www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire).

Selected papers will be published in the 2nd issue of the Postgraduate Journal ENQUIRE!

k) “Colonial Cultures”: A One-Day PhD Student Workshop at the University of Warwick: Wednesday 2nd July 2008

We invite PhD students from any UK-based university whose work addresses colonial and post colonial studies to attend a doctoral training day at the University of Warwick on Wednesday 2 July 2008.  The training day will be interdisciplinary, and subject areas may include (but are not limited to): anthropology, cultural studies, geography, history, literary studies and sociology.  Travel expenses will be met and overnight accommodation will be arranged for all students who attend.   Places are limited; students will be selected on the basis of research excellence, though some priority will be given to students in their 2nd or 3rd year of study.  

The workshop will consist of a series of themed panels, led by students and facilitated by academics, in the field of colonial and post-colonial studies.  The workshop will provide a great opportunity for students to discuss and exchange their ideas and to learn about other doctoral research in their subject area.

If you would like to attend please e-mail the following information to Ms Sue Dibben: HRC@warwick.ac.uk by Friday 23rd May 2008.  Places are limited, and some priority may be given to students in their second year of study or above.

· Your institution, department and contact details

· Your current year of study and your funding source (self-funding, AHRC, ESRC overseas scholarship etc)

· The name and email address of your supervisor

· A one to two paragraph summary of your research project

· An estimate of travel costs to Warwick (rail saver return fare) 

Any questions should be directed to the workshop convenors, Clare Anderson and Sarah Hodges: clare.anderson@warwick.ac.uk and s.hodges@warwick.ac.uk
l)  Genital cutting in a globalized age: a forum for interdisciplinary debate; The Royal Society of Medicine, 1 Wimpole Street, London, W1G 0AE; Friday 4 July 2008;  

A groundbreaking event bringing together medical doctors and researchers, social and behavioural scientists, scholars in literary and cultural studies, lawyers, artists, philosophers and historians who share a critical interest in genital modification in the clinical, political and cultural spheres. The remit will be to examine practices and discourses of health, harm and sexuality in their historical and contemporary contexts. The conference will explicitly address the discursive and legislative inconsistencies relating to genital cutting, and tackle the ideological, political and ethical implications of current practices. The conference will provide a unique opportunity for practitioners, researchers and scholars to harness interdisciplinary collaboration, in order to improve the accuracy, sophistication and impact of scientific research, discursive analysis, and professional practice relating to all forms of genital cutting.

Registration fee (includes lunch): £85 before 31 March 2008; £115 thereafter

Registration form: http://www.iainmorland.net/docs/GCGA-registration.pdf
Programme enquiries to Iain Morland (morland@cardiff.ac.uk)

m) "Sexuality, Textuality, Image":  The 2nd Postgraduate conference of the Centre for the Interdisciplinary Study of Sexuality and Gender in Europe, (CISSGE), University of Exeter: call for papers

Sexuality, Textuality, Image will provide a forum in which researchers can explore the aesthetic, theoretical and cultural issues of representation which are at play in texts and images, with a particular focus on the concept of sexuality.

We welcome papers which explore the tensions of representation in a variety of texts - including art, film, photography, drama, literature and media forms - in order to address some of the key questions surrounding textuality and imagery.

Please see the link for details: http://www.sall.ex.ac.uk/content/view/1569/193/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

The Phil Strong prize (to the value of £1000) is awarded at the BSA Medical Sociology Group Annual Conference and exists to support postgraduate research in Medical Sociology. The purpose of the prize is to contribute to the advancement of medical sociology by supporting post-graduate research in medical sociology.   Applicants must be unwaged, working in the field of medical Sociology and registered for a higher degree at a recognised British University or other recognised British research institution, with a named supervisor who is a member of the BSA.  Further details also available on www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/philstrong
Applications must be submitted to arrive no later than 15th August 2008. Incomplete applications and applications received after this date will not be considered. The draw and announcement of the winner for this year's prizes will be made at the Medical Sociology Study Group's AGM during their Annual Conference to be held at the University of Sussex, Brighton from 4-6th September 2008.

All applications must be submitted as email attachments to: bsamedsoc@britsoc.org.uk : Subject line: Phil Strong Prize.
Further details on How to Enter and Conditions of the award of the Phil Strong prize are available at:  http://www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/PhilStrong.htm. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4.  Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for Journal submissions

1. Introducing “Enquire” (Electronic Nottingham Quarterly for Ideas, Research and Evaluation Journal).
The Journal ENQUIRE (Electronic Nottingham Quarterly for Ideas, Research and Evaluation) will function as a high quality online journal for the Social Sciences and provides an encouraging and exciting space for postgraduate academic research from the UK and world-wide. ENQUIRE will also provide an opportunity for postgraduate students to gain experience, skills and knowledge in the continuous process of publishing, editing, peer-reviewing and producing a journal. If you are interested in getting involved in any of these aspects, please get in touch. Detailed guidelines for authors can be found on the ENQUIRE website at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire   If you wish to discuss a proposed paper with the editorial team prior to submission, please contact us on: Enquire@nottingham.ac.uk
Please note the advert for the 1st Enquire conference entitled “Ways of Living:  Inequalities, risks and choices” in page 3/4.  
2.  Theory in Action:  Call for journal submissions

Theory in Action is an international peer reviewed journal.  It aims to provide an interdisciplinary forum for the exchange of ideas and the discussion of current research on the interconnections between theory and action aimed at promoting social justice broadly defined.  We are currently accepting U.S. and international submissions of well-researched and thought-provoking papers on these themes. We welcome works by faculty, graduate students, activists, and independent scholars.
Topics may include, but are not limited to:

*   Labor / Unions / Collective Bargaining

*   Globalization

*   Social Movements

*   Novel Means of Resistance

*   Political Action

*   Environment & Space

*   Direct Action

*   Sex & Gender

*   Activism, Academia, & Scholarship

*   Activism & Resistance through the Arts

*   The Media & its Relationship to Societal Justice and Change

*   Non-violence vs. Active Self Defense and its Effectiveness

*   Historical Analysis

*   The Psychology of Transformative Learning & its Relationship to Action

Submissions are due April 15, 2008.

Guidelines for submission are online at: http://transformativestudies.org.htm
Submissions must be sent using our on-line form found in the ?submissions? menu of Theory in Action.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter.

( Don't want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events? 


All these events are also advertsied on the BSA website at: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/ForthcomingEvents.htm 

( For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at: 


http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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