BSA Annual Conference 2007: Youth Study Group Session

Connected Youth? Young People and Social Networks
 

Outline of the Session

As part of the BSA Conference April 12-13th 2007 entitled 'Social Connections: Identities, Technologies and Relationships' the Youth Study group will run a focused session that looks specifically at youth in relation to some of these major themes. 
 

The 'Connected Youth? Young People and Social Networks' session aims to reassess some of the ways in which young people create, form and maintain friendship groups, peer groups and subcultures both in light of their increasing use of communication technologies such as the mobile phone and the Internet and other significant social and cultural changes compromising and challenging a young persons social capital.
 

We aim to explore questions such as: What are the implications of communication technologies for the 'traditional' friendship network or group 'hanging around' in physical spaces? Are such groups no longer so significant? Are social interactions now lived out by young people in virtual spaces and if so how 'social' can such social groups really be? Conversely, is technology simply an enhancement or facilitation of such activities that actually make physical interactions more diverse and meaningful? Also, what other contemporary social and cultural pressures and disadvantages are affecting young peoples engagement in and use of social ‘networks’ today?

 

More broadly, this session builds on work in the study of traditional and contemporary youth exploring themes of individualisation, fragmentation and post-subculturalism as well as themes relating to young people and media usage.

Confirmed speakers are:

Robert Hollands, Newcastle University: ‘Beyond Subculture and Post-Subculture?:  The Case of Virtual Psytrance’

Rachel Brooks, University of Surrey: ‘Young People, Work and Relationships: ‘Colonising the Future’?’ 
Adriana Gil, Joel Feliu and Isabel Rivero, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona: ‘Consuming Relationship Technologies: Young People in Barcelona Cybercafés’

We will also be hosting a ‘meet and greet breakfast’, so please come and join us!
Main Contact: Dr Sian Lincoln (co-convenor of the Youth Study Group), School of Media, Critical and Creative Arts, Dean Walters Building, Liverpool John Moores University, St James Road, Liverpool, L1 7BR email: s.lincoln@ljmu.ac.uk
