BSA RACE AND ETHNCIITY STUDY GROUP REPORT 2008 
The BSA Race and Ethnicity Study Group supported the following activities in the past year.
1) We supported the lively set of ESRC seminars which accompanied the exhibition that was hosted for an academic year in Kingsway Corridor at Goldsmiths. Titled 'Pierre Bourdieu in Algeria: testimonies of uprooting' it feature 150 photographs taken by Bourdieu in Algeria. This was a collaborative initiative with Camera Austria in Grasz and the Bourdieu Institute in Geneva, as well as Derek Robbins at UEL and Azzedine Haddour at UCL. Attending to the neglect of colonial contexts to the formation of social theory, the seminars have resulted in a forthcoming edited issue of the journal Sociological Review on Postcolonial Bourdieu and Visual Practice.

2) We also contributed to the launch of a new archive and film funded principally by the MLA (Museums and Libraries Association) and LCACE (London Centre for Arts & Cultural Enterprise). Held at Gunnersbury Park museum, it was organised by Nirmal Puwar (Goldsmiths) as well as Vanda Foster from the museum and the researcher and film director, Kuldip Powar. 

Titled ‘For the Record: the social life of Indian vinyl in Southall’ the archive consists of 31 interviews as well as a 40 minute film. Produced from in-depth interviews involving multiple sittings and languages, the interviewees included long-time broadcasters, musicians, owners of the first South Asian record shops in Southall, lyricists, collectors and buyers. The launch included printed excerpts from the audio archive, a premier screening of the film, contributions from Chaman-Lal-Chaman, Jaswinder Kumar, Parminder Chadha, Zaighem Ali and the director of the film.

With an overwhelming emphasis on second generation Asians, bhangra and what gets characterised as ‘fusion’ music, this project emphasised the need to register the knowledge, skill, craft and artisanship involved in the making of earlier music. The social life of the vinyl as an object for mediating contacts, exchanges, and now as an item of memory are covered in the extremely lively accounts. Imperialism and piracy across countries as diverse as Holland, Iran and the U.K have formed the international circuits of exchange of Indian vinyl.  The changes in the production of music to more isolated and digitally mediated modes has displaced the centrality of musicians and the collective force of large orchestras, such as those directed by Naushad. 

The archive is accessible to all via the curator Vanda Foster at the museum. A booklet of text is also available online via Goldsmiths’ Methods Lab. 

http://www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/methods-lab/
http://www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/methods-lab/events.php
3) The BSA Race and Ethnicity Study Group contributed to the BSA 2007 annual conference by organising a session on 'The changing racialised politics of belonging in the East End'. Prompted by a global background of neoliberal underdevelopment and 'The War on  Terror' alongside the local context of rising support for the BNP and everyday Neighbourhood Nationalisms the session explored: how are global and national discourses, politics and economics racialising the question of ‘belonging’ in East London? This session formed the basis for a special edition of Sociological Research Online to be released in 2008 that is being co-edited by the BSA Forum convenors Max Farrar and Shamser Sinha.

4) Finally, the Study Group continued to support the Higher Education Academy’s Centre for Sociology, Anthropology and Politics (C-SAP) in its effort to improve the teaching of ‘race’ in HE social science courses.  It helped with the editing of the proceedings from its 2006 conference (downloadable from

http://www.c-sap.bham.ac.uk/resources/publications/samples/race_conference_june_06.pdf
and contributed to its most recent conference ‘Race-ing forward: transitions in theorising race in education’ (February 2008).  For details, ee  http://www.c-sap.bham.ac.uk/events/past_events/old_event.htm?id=148
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