BSA Postgraduate Forum Newsletter – October 2006 

If you know of any sociological event that would be of interest to your fellow BSA postgraduate members, please bring this to our attention so we can let them know.  More generally, we are here to represent the interests and views of BSA postgraduate members.  If you have any issues you would like raised, complaints or praise to convey, or suggestions as to how the BSA can best serve its postgraduate members, please get in touch! 

Becky Barnes    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor becky.barnes2@ntlworld.com

David Mellor    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor MellorD@cardiff.ac.uk

Kerrin Clapton    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk

Ruth Lewis    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor r.lewis@ed.ac.uk

“Our Brains, Our Selves?” - Exploring the Meaning of Neurogenetic Reductionism in Science, Culture and the Clinic - a national multidisciplinary seminar, University of Nottingham

19th October 2006

11.30- 5.00pm 

This seminar aims to explore the representation of scientific ideas and the broader relationship between science, culture and the application of new knowledge by reviewing current debates about what might be called neurogenetic determinism. In particular, it will address a number of key questions:

· To what extent have deterministic ideas within the brain sciences and genetics been replaced by more complex and holistic models? Are previous critiques of biological determinism still valid in relation to the new sciences of the brain? 

· How are we to understand the nature and implications of the ways in which scientific ideas about the brain are represented, in both science itself and the broader culture? Are natural scientists, social scientists and the public held captive by the ‘information metaphor’, which is reinforced by the idea that the brain is an information processing system?

· What are the implications of these developments for clinical practice – in particular, to what extent is psychiatry becoming grounded in beliefs about the determining role of biology in aetiology, symptomatology, prognosis and treatment?

· What is the role of social scientists in relation to these developments  – to provide critique of the ‘political’ or ‘socially constructed’ nature of many knowledge claims or to help build better models within the sciences?

This seminar aims to bring together leading researchers from the biological sciences, clinical medicine, linguistics, media and cultural studies, and sociology to explore the representation and implications of key scientific ideas. 

Speakers:

Professor Steven Rose ((Professor of Biology and Director of the Brain and Behaviour Research Group at the Open University, Joint Professor of Physics at Gresham College in London and visiting Professor, Department of Anatomy and Developmental Biology at University College London, author of The Twenty First Century Brain, 2005) on neurogenetic reductionism in the new brain sciences.

Professor Emily Martin (Professor of Anthropology, New York University, author of Bipolar Expeditions: Toward An Anthropology Of Moods, forthcoming) on neurogenetic reductionism in culture and representations.

Dr Tim Kendall (Co-Director of the National Collaborating Centre for Mental Health, Deputy Director of the Royal College of Psychiatrists' Research Unit, Medical Director of Sheffield Care Trust, and a Consultant Psychiatrist) on neurogenetic reductionism in contemporary psychiatric thought and practice

The meeting will be introduced by Dr Paul Martin (IGBiS) and Professor Nikolas Rose (BIOS Centre) and is the third in an ESRC funded seminar series on Neuroscience, Identity and Society.

Postgraduates and junior scholars are encouraged to attend and participate in the series. A number of student travel bursaries are available.

Organisers: Dr Paul Martin and Professor Robert Dingwall (IGBiS, University of Nottingham), Professor Nikolas Rose (BIOS Centre, LSE)

Booking details: Numbers will be strictly limited to ensure plenty of opportunity for participation, so please book early. To register your interest and request a booking form please contact:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor neuroseminars@nottingham.ac.uk
. Further information about the series can be obtained from the series web site    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.neuroscienceandsociety.or g

Invisible Boundaries: Addressing Sexualities Equalities in Children’s Worlds

10th November 2006: 10.30am-4.30pm

School of Education, University of Manchester

A FREE one day seminar for researchers, policy makers and practitioners.

The purpose of this seminar series is to bring together researchers, practitioners, interest groups, policy makers and young people to discuss how Lesbian,

Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) issues  impact on children of primary school age and their families within and beyond school. Given recent changes in the field of education and social policy the seminar will provide an opportunity for representatives from various sectors to meet and share ideas about how best to continue to address children’s diverse experiences of sexuality in their families, communities, personal lives and schools.

For information about bursaries for PhD students please contact: Jo.Frankham@manchester.ac.uk 

Feminism(s) 2006: Feminisms and Literature Postgraduate Seminar.
Sheffield Hallam University, Sheffield

Saturday 11th November 2006.

A free seminar for postgraduates studying literature and feminism to present and discuss their research. The day is primarily concerned with examining the relationship between feminism and literature, the implications of labels such as feminist or women’s writing, and the impact of feminist literary criticism and politics upon literature today. It is the discussion of these themes across the different topics which is important the day is devised as a discussion of similar concerns across literature. We would also like to encourage students working with poets, dramatists as well as fiction writers.

Suggested topics to date include (but are not limited to):-


· Canadian literature, South-American literature and other literatures which may come under the umbrella-term post-colonial literature.

· The feminist label and the womens writing label.

· The feminist canon.

· Contemporary womens fiction.

Proposals for papers should be no longer than 200 words. The closing date for proposals is October 20th. They should be sent to the following:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Feminisms2006@yahoo.co.uk


There is no conference fee and numbers are limited. 

UACES Research Students’ Conference, London

13th November 2006

The UACES Student Forum is running a one-day conference aimed at research students of all levels who are engaged in the field of EU-related studies. The emphasis of the conference will be placed on tackling the specific challenges which arise when researching Europe as a doctoral student. This event offers an ideal introduction to the UACES community as well as an opportunity to meet fellow academics who are engaged in related fields of research.

Panel sessions at the conference include:

· International Students: How to Survive a PhD in the UK

· Finding e-Resources on European Studies

· Managing the Stages of the PhD

· The Endgame: Finishing your PhD
The programme will also include a round-table discussion on ‘After the PhD’ and an

‘Organised Networking Session’.

The registration fee is £35 for UACES members and £50 for non-UACES members. The deadline for registrations is Monday 6th November 2006.

For further information about the conference, UACES and how to register, please visit

www.uaces.org. You may also contact Maria Moguilnaia, UACES Student Forum

Conference Officer at    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor mmoguilnaia@dmu.ac.uk
.

For further information about the UACES Student Forum and the conference programme, please visit www.uacesstudentforum.org.

RESEARCHING ADOLESCENT HEALTH: WHAT WORKS?

21st November 2006


A National Conference of Research into Adolescent Health in Primary and
Community Care The Resource Centre, Holloway Road, London

This conference is being organised by CRIPACC at the University of
Hertfordshire, in conjunction with the RCGP Adolescent Task Group and the
Trust for the Study of Adolescence. It will provide an opportunity for
participants to share their experiences of research in community and primary
health care settings as well as presenting examples of innovative approaches
and encouraging new ideas. The event is aimed at researchers and
practitioners. Postgraduate students are welcome to attend.



CALL FOR POSTERS: There will be an opportunity for participants to display
details of their research. Work in progress as well as posters about
completed work would be welcomed. Posters detailing research methods which
have been used with young people are particularly encouraged. If you would
like to display a poster, please send a title and brief abstract to: Wendy
Wills, CRIPACC, University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield AL10 9AB. Email:
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor w.j.wills@herts.ac.uk
. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE CONFERENCE AND TO RESERVE A PLACE CONTACT:
Karen Wraith, Trust for the Study of Adolescence, 23 New Road, Brighton BN1
1WZ. Tel: 01273 771249. Email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor kwraith@tsa.uk.com
.

Sexualities Interdisciplinary Northern Network (SINN) 

1-5pm, 24th November 2006 


Sexualities Interdisciplinary Northern Network (SINN) is organised from
within The School of Geography, Politics and Sociology (Sociology) at
Newcastle University. SINN aims to provide a forum for researchers who
work on areas around sexuality (postgraduate students and academic
staff) in the North to meet, share ideas and present their work. 

Seminar 1: Sexualities, Citizenship and Belonging

Prof Diane Richardson 
'The  Transformation of Sexuality?: Theorising Lesbian and Gay Demands'
for Equal Rights of Citizenship

Dr Sally Hines
'(Trans)Forming Gender: Social Change and Transgender Citizenship'

Dr Yvette Taylor
'Un/civil partnerships: Class in lesbian relationships'

Dr Mark Casey
'Tourist Gay(ze) or Transnational Sex: Australian Gay Men's Holiday
Desires'

Papers followed by a Book Launch for 'Intersections between Feminist and
Queer Theory', edited by Diane Richardson, Janice McLaughlin and Mark E.
Casey (Palgrave, 2006).

Attendance is free, though numbers are limited. 
RSVP to Dr Sally Hines at:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor SINN@nclac.uk
 by 31/10/06
If you cannot attend this event but want to be placed affiliated with SINN and placed 

on the SINN contact list, please email Dr Sally Hines at the above email address.


 

Sexualities Interdisciplinary Northern Network (SINN) Seminar 2:

***Call for Papers*** 

Intersecting Sexuality 
23rd Feb 2007 

Current debates about intersectionalities show the significance of examining how social structures intertwine. This seminar seeks to explore the ways in which experiences and understandings of sexuality are bound up with those of other social structures. Papers may include, though are not limited to, the intersections of sexuality and embodiment, class, gender, 'race' and ethnicity.

Seeking to encourage inter and trans disciplinary dialogues, we welcome papers from a variety of disciplines.

Abstracts of around 150 words should be submitted by November 30th  
Papers should be submitted, as an email attachment in Word, to Dr Sally Hines at:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor SINN@ncl.ac.uk



The BSA Scottish Studies Study Group - Day Conference
University of Glasgow, Saturday 25th November 2006 (from 10am)


Closing Date for Proposals -Friday 6th October 2006

CALL FOR PAPERS
We are pleased to announce a call for papers, for the BSA Scottish Studies Study Group day conference, and invite abstracts of 200 words for paper proposals from all areas of sociological research in Scotland, representing the broad theme of:

THE VALUE OF SOCIOLOGY IN SCOTLAND
For example, using Scotland as a context for enquiry, this can include:
•         Applied and policy research
•         Broader empirical and critical research on culture and society

The Call in Context
The early 21st century has been a context of change for Scottish Society. In no small
part, this is due to the new, ever maturing, devolved political landscape within the UK.  The longer-term settlement from this new socio-political arrangement may not unravel for some time; however, it is clear from these early times that there will be marked social consequences from this context of change. In purely legal terms, we already have laws with longer-term social goals with respect to the public domain; for example, Acts as diverse as those to protect breast-feeding mothers, limit passive smoking, and normalise the Gaelic language.

In the broader context of continual social change we might expect that sociological imagination and insights help to better understand the social environment, its structures agents and dialogues. Added to that is the increasing professional concern (at least in the realm of funding and RAE) with knowledge transfer - meaning both dissemination through and beyond peer-reviewed journals (that is, both to other sociologists and to the wider public). Recently in the US and UK, there has been a broad debate about public sociologies (contrasted with – in general terms – professional, critical and policy sociologies: see British Journal of Sociology 2005(56), issues 2 and 3). In essence this centres on the value (values?) of sociology; particularly its public value.

Last September, the study group re-launched with a seminar on the relevance of Scotland as a space for sociological enquiry (‘The Same but Different: Why Scotland?). A key argument presented was that the prism of Scottish society can help reveal broader understandings and consequences of larger, perhaps taken-for-granted, social processes; it is from this theoretical point that empirical research can emerge or be re-engaged. In more concrete terms, then, the context of change highlighted above has potential to further amplify social processes. Its is appropriate now that we further interrogate this, and seek to demonstrate through contemporary research the public value of sociological perspectives and research on Scottish society.

Submission Details
Abstracts of no more than 200 words should be sent to    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor j.oliver@ed.ac.uk
 (in the first
instance); to then be reviewed by a working group of BSA members based in Scotland, on behalf of the study group. The closing date is Friday 6th October 2006. Postgraduate research and other work in progress are particularly welcomed and encouraged to present. And if you do not wish to present, please feel welcome to register to come along anyway!

Gender Balance/ Gender Bias

Gender and Education Association Conference, Trinity College Dublin

28th-30th March 2007

Special Issue of Gender and Education dedicated to the Conference 
Second Call for Papers: deadline 17 th November 2006 
Email abstracts to:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor cgws.conferences@tcd.ie 
  

This conference seeks to explore past, present and future issues of balance and bias in education from a gendered perspective. Abstracts of 200 words addressing the conference theme, or exploring the following sub-themes are welcome: 

Defining gender balance and analysing gender bias: theory and practice 

Teacher professional development/training in equality issues 

Gender balance or bias in primary, secondary or tertiary curricula 

The feminisation of the teaching profession & its impact on balance or bias in the class 

Citizenship and Inclusion 

Historical examples of gender as a category of bias 

Diversity and gender 

Educational policy 

Other suggested topics will be considered. All disciplines within the field of education studies are welcome 

For further information please contact Jennifer Redmond:   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor jennifer.redmond@tcd.ie 
or by phone at: 00 353 1 8963970 

Risk & Rationalities

29th-31st March 2007
Queens' College, Cambridge

How people identify and manage risks and uncertainties are central concerns in the policy and social sciences.  These issues are becoming more pressing as a result of social, economic and political changes and of developments in theory.  Different approaches draw on different rationalities, stressing the importance of rational action, of culture, of emotions and affect, of everyday cognitive heuristics, of intuition and of the role of trust. 

Conference streams will include:
- The dynamics of risk: change and development in risk rationales
- Approaches to risk in different disciplines: rational actors, psychometrics and cultural values 
- Government and responses to risk 
- Varying rationalities in the management and regulation of risk
- The advantages and limitations of heuristics
- Affect and emotion in explaining risk responses
- Trust and risk 
- Rationales of power, conduct and resistance 
- General stream

Please send abstracts (max. 150 words) by Friday 20th October 2006 to Ms Mary Mustafa
Email: M.Mustafa@kent.ac.uk Tel: 01227/827102

Please note poster presentations are welcome.

We will select papers for presentation and notify colleagues by Wednesday 25 October 2006 for early bird booking.


Full papers to be put on the conference website will be required by Friday 19 January 2007.

We intend to publish a volume based on the conference and will be considering papers for inclusion.

Extended and Extending Families: International Conference 

27-29th June 07

Deadline for papers: Tuesday 31st October 2006

Families take many different forms, and these are reflected in changing expectations of family life. This conference provides an opportunity to explore changing expectations of personal life through a consideration of the ways in which families are extending and extended, across generations, households, lifecourse and relationships.

We invite paper and workshop proposals on the following themes:


>Extended families: families across households, living apart together, beyond
parent-child relationships, adoption and fostering
>Beyond kinship: civil partnerships, cohabitation, families of choice, friendship
>Examining transitions; family breakdown, new families, changing families
>Theorising extended and extending families
>Challenges for law, policy and practice
>New reproductive technologies
>International inequalities in families across the lifecourse

Full conference details:
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.crfr.ac.uk/events/intconf2007/conf2007index.html
 
Reconnecting Critical Management

The Fifth Critical Management Studies Conference, Manchester Business School

11-13 July, 2007
We are pleased to announce the Call for Abstracts for the Doctoral Colloquium at next year's Critical Management Studies (CMS) conference. 

We would be most grateful if you would circulate the attached message to all doctoral candidates in your institution or department, including those who have completed 

their doctoral thesis in the last twelve months. The stream is open to students from all disciplines. 

The conference will be the fifth such CMS event and will be held at Manchester Business School, Manchester, UK.  The theme of the conference will be "Reconnecting Critical Management" (see www.cms5.org for details).

The Doctoral Colloquium is intended to be distinctive in providing a supportive environment where doctoral candidates can present their research to fellow students.

If you have any questions about the Doctoral Colloquium, or about the wider Critical Management Studies conference, then please direct your enquiries to    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor cmsdoctoralstream@mbs.ac.uk
 and we will be happy to respond.

