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BSA POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER February 2009
Welcome to the February edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events and a call for notification for future events. 

Don’t forget to check out:

*the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events

*the latest edition of PG Focus, the PGF Podcast (see the website) 

*the forum - http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb for all the latest PGF discussions

* PGF Corner in Network for all the latest PG news and reviews 

or contact us on PGForum@britsoc.org.uk with any PGF news/updates!

Lara, Mark, Hasnain, & Mike 





PGF Convenors

**Improvements to the PGF**

** We have drafted a programme for the PGF Workshop day – Further details will be published once confirmed. The broad details are outlined in ‘M’ below, in the list of conference details. **

** We are still looking for participants for ‘PG FOCUS’, our new quarterly PG podcast for the BSA website.  If you would like the opportunity to discuss or promote your research please contact us at PGForum@britsoc.org.uk **

At-a-glance contents: 

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1.

3. Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

4. Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for journal submissions

5. Other News

1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

	 
	Conference
	Location
	Date

	A
	Researching in Mental Health: Sociological and Service User/Survivor Perspectives
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	2nd February

	B
	Taking Liberties Study Day 
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	02 February 2009

	C
	The humanisation of healthcare: A value framework for qualitative research
	Bournemouth University
	11th February, 2009

	D
	Social Theory and Health Annual lecture
	The Macmillan Building, London
	19th February 2009

	E
	The Governance and Regulation of Sport
	Birkbeck College
	20 – 2 February 2009

	F
	How Risk Theory and Practice Inform Each Other
	City University, London
	27 February 2009

	G
	BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 3
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	2nd March 2009

	H
	Interdisciplinary Understandings of Women's Health
	Coventry University
	7th March 2009

	I
	BSA Sociology of Religion Conference - Religion and Knowledge
	St Chad's College, Durham
	30 March-1 April 2009

	J
	BSA Sociology of Sport Study Group Annual Regional conference
	University of Gloucestershire
	1st April 2009

	K
	BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 4
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	6th April 2009 

	L
	PhD Workshop: ‘Thinking Critically about Governance: Explorations of Power in  Practice’
	University of Bath
	15-17 April 2009

	M
	BSA Postgraduate Workshop
	Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff
	15 April 2009

	N
	BSA Annual Conference 2009 
	Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff
	16-18 April 2009

	O
	BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 5
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	11th May 2009

	P
	Children’s Food Practices in Families and Institutions 
	Stirling University
	11 May 2009

	Q
	Race, Ethnicity and British Football: Persisting Debates and Emergent Issues
	University of Brighton
	22 May 2009

	R
	BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 6
	British Library Conference Centre, London
	1st June 2009

	S
	Mapping Dangerous Spaces
	University of Kent (held at the British Library)
	01 June 2009

	T
	'New Spaces of Education'
	University of Liverpool
	2nd June

	U
	Scepticism: Graduate Philosophy Conference
	University of Southampton,
	6th June 2009

	V
	4th Hellenic Observatory PhD Symposium
	London School of Economics
	25-26 June 2009

	W
	Leisure Experiences: Participating, Planning, Providing
	Canterbury Christ Church University
	July 7-9, 2009

	X
	Summer School: "Theory for a Global Age: Postcolonial and Cosmopolitan Perspectives"
	University of Warwick
	6-10th July 2009 

	Y
	UK Postgraduate Science and Technology Studies (PSTS) conference 
	University of Nottingham 
	28-29 July 2009

	Z
	BSA Medical Sociology Group Annual Conference 2009
	University of Manchester, Manchester
	3-5 September 2009

	AA
	Sociologies of War, Terror and Security
	Potsdam
	10 - 12 September 2009


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
A) Researching in Mental Health: Sociological and Service User/Survivor Perspectives 

Joint seminar series organised by The Sociology of Mental Health Study Group of the British Sociological Association Medical Sociology Group and The Survivor Researcher Network.

Hosted at the British Library Conference Centre, London, with funding gratefully received from the Sociology for Health and Illness Foundation.

Next seminar:  Monday 2nd February, 6-7.30 pm.

'Does who we are make a difference to the research that we do? Evaluating the impact of service user involvement in mental health research', Steve Gillard and Kati Turner, Division of Mental Health, St. George's, University of London.

'Not ending with the research report: Extending the outcomes of survivor-controlled research into reality', Jasna Russo and Sandra Hamilton, Berlin, Germany.

A small number of travel bursaries are available to enable those on low incomes to attend.

Registration forms and further information at http://www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/MedSocMentalHealth.htm or e-mail lydia.lewis@warwick.ac.uk
B)  Taking Liberties Study Day at the British Library, Monday 2 February 2009, 10:00 – 16:00

Join Professor Linda Colley, Professor Catherine Hall, Dr Kenan Malik, Lord Lester QC, Guardian journalist Jonathan Freedland, Peter Tatchell and Professor Barbara Taylor for a day of lively discussion and debate exploring issues raised in our Taking Liberties exhibition.

The study day will offer seminars and lectures which will consider changing constitutional and philosophical issues in human rights, the freedom of expression, subversion and the idea of 'Britishness' and identity. There will also be opportunities to visit the exhibition itself. 

Speakers for the day are:

· Professor Linda Colley, Curator of the Taking Liberties exhibition, will open the day and discuss the making of the exhibition and the issues that feed into it

· Professor Catherine Hall is Professor of Modern British Social and Cultural History  at UCL and will be discussing issues of ‘Britishness’ and Identity
· Dr Kenan Malik, is a writer, lecturer and broadcaster and will be discussing issues around freedom of expression

· Lord Lester of Herne Hill QC, a practising member of Blackstone Chambers, and a Liberal Democrat Peer will be interviewed by Guardian journalist Jonathan Freedland on whether or not the UK needs a Bill of Rights, or full written constitution
· Peter Tatchell has campaigned for human rights for over 40 years, on issues of democracy, civil liberties and social equality will focus on the role of protest and direct action in securing our  freedoms linked to items in the exhibition
· Professor Barbara Taylor teaches history at the University of East London. and is the author of Mary Wollstonecraft and the Feminist Imagination (Cambridge UP, 2003) and will be discussing her research on Wollstonecraft in relation to the exhibition and collections at the Library

To book a place on the study day please contact our box office; http://boxoffice.bl.uk/
Tel: +44 (0)1937 546546       

Email: boxoffice@bl.uk
£25/£15 concessions / British Library Conference Centre 

To find out more about the exhibition please visit - http://www.bl.uk/takingliberties
C) The humanisation of healthcare: A value framework for qualitative research
Centre for Qualitative Research, Bournemouth University, Wednesday 11th February, 2009, 1-1.50 pm, Room RLH 207, Bournemouth University

Professors Immy Holloway & Kate Galvin

You are cordially invited to the above lunch time seminar which is one of a regular series (every 2nd Wednesday of the month) of research seminars open to all. Please feel free to bring your lunch.

Abstract

This session will explore what we mean by the term 'humanisation of healthcare'. We will provide a conceptual framework for humanising care by offering eight philosophically informed dimensions that are relevant to a conceptualisation of humanisation. We illustrate each humanising diemension by drawing on findings from qualitative research studies.
Together these eight dimensions form a framework that can inform a comphrehensive value base for considering both the humanising and dehumanising elements in caring systems and interactions.  Finally we will suggest how such a philosophically informed framework for humanising healthcare can provide a focused agenda for a dedicated and comprehensive research programme.
D) Social Theory and Health Annual lecture, 6.30pm, 19th February 2009
The Macmillan Building, 4-6 Crinan Street, London

Professor Johannes Siegrist will give a talk entitled:

'Unfair exchange and health:social bases of stress-related diseases'

Numbers are limited, so please RSVP by 13 February to Emma Jones:
emma.jones@palgrave.com – map and directions will be supplied
E) "The governance and regulation of sport”; Political Studies Association, Sport and Politics Study Group Annual Conference; Birkbeck Sport Business Centre, University of London; 20th- 21st February 2009
Call for Abstracts

We invite the submission of abstracts for the 3rd Annual Conference of the UK Political Studies Association’s Sport and Politics Study Group (www.sportpolitics.net).

The theme of this year’s conference is the governance and regulation of sport. As sport has become increasingly commercial, there is the need for effective governance from sport governing bodies. However, what form should the role of governance and government take in this process? Sport plays a key role in contributing towards government agendas such as social inclusion and health-related initiatives, but is the relationship between sport, government and public policy fully understood? Much is asked of the contribution of sport to society, but should the ‘autonomy’ of sport be promoted to resist regulatory capture? These are just some of the questions the conference will explore.

The Birkbeck Sports Business Centre, a dedicated research centre at Birkbeck, University of London is pleased to be hosting the event. The conference will bring together government representatives, sports administrators and representatives of sport governing bodies, and academics from a variety of disciplines and will combine keynote speeches and presentations of papers.

Topics for discussion may include:

 * Theorising the governance of sport.

 * The role of government in the regulation of sport

 *  The role of the European Union in the context of the debate on the reform of sports governance.

 * The governance and regulation of the sports industries, in particular football.

 * Governance issues faced by sport governing bodies e.g. the management of anti-doping and elite athlete development programmes.

Abstracts should be no longer than 300 words and must include the title of the paper and the name and affiliation of the presenter. Abstracts and papers must be in English. The deadline for the submission of abstracts is the 19th December? Abstracts should be sent to the conference organising committee at s.hamil@bbk.ac.uk<mailto:s.hamil@bbk.ac.uk> and g.walters@bbk.ac.uk<mailto:g.walters@bbk.ac.uk> . Please send the abstracts to both e-mail addresses.

Registration & Payment

 * The conference fee is £35 per day (excluding evening meal), evening meal £35, with a discounted fee of £95 for the two day delegate fee and evening meal.

 * The student conference fee is £20 per day (excluding evening meal), evening meal £35.

 * These rates exclude accommodation. Details of discount priced accommodation in the Tavistock Hotel, Tavistock Square, London WC1 will be announced shortly.

Payment can be via cheque, made payable to Birkbeck College. The cheques should be sent to the organising committee care of:

Sean Hamil

Department of Management

Birkbeck College

University of London

Malet Street

London

WC1E 7HX

or via secure credit/debit payment system at the conference page at:

 *  http://www.sportbusinesscentre.com/news/2009-02-20
Conference Organising Committee

Paul Gilchrist, University of Brighton

Sean Hamil, Birkbeck, University of London

Dr Russell Holden, Director, In the Zone, Sport and Politics Consultancy

Dr Geoff Walters, Birkbeck, University of London

F) How Risk Theory and Practice Inform Each Other, City University, London, 27 February 2009

The BSA risk group is holding a free conference at City University on 27th February - for further information and to sign-up for the conference please click on the following link -

http://www.city.ac.uk/whatson/forms_09/riskconf
G) BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 3, British Library Conference Centre, London, 2nd March 2009
‘What’s in a name? Race, user involvement and ‘hard to reach’ communities’, Jayasree Kalathil, Survivor Research. 

‘Effective involvement in mental health services: the role of assertive outreach and the voluntary sector’, Rosie Davies, Bristol Mind. 

’Politics of Recognition:  what can a human rights perspective contribute to understanding users’ experiences of involvement in mental health services? Lydia Lewis, Department of Sociology, University of Warwick.

H) Interdisciplinary Understandings of Women's Health, Coventry University, 
Saturday 7th March 2009

CALL FOR PAPERS

BSA West Midlands Medical Sociology Group are hosting this forum to mark International Women's Day, the theme of which is Global Women.

International Women's Day represents the struggle of women for equality, justice and peace and we invite presentations related to aspects of gender, health and well-being. We particularly encourage students and colleagues from disciplines outside Sociology to attend and present

Guest speaker - Professor Gillian Hundt

Papers should be no longer than 20 minutes. Time will be allowed for discussion both within sessions and at break and lunch

Please send abstracts of 150-200 words to N.Boyle@coventry.ac.uk by

6 February 2009

There is no cost for this event but places are limited to a maximum of 30, so booking is essential

Please email N.Boyle@coventry.ac.uk if you would like to attend but not present.

For further details contact Nickie Boyle on 02476 795791
I) BSA Sociology of Religion Conference - Religion and Knowledge, St Chad's College, Durham, 30 March-1 April 2009

The theme this year will be 'Religion and Knowledge' and we look forward to some stimulating sessions on a variety of themes, some of perennial importance, others emerging from recent debates, taking place within our disciplines or in the wider public square. Possible themes include 

· The sociology of Religious Education 

· Clandestine knowledge and religious identity 

· The legitimation & de-legitimation of religious knowledge 

· Guardianship and control of religious knowledge 

· The legacy of the sociology of knowledge 

· Epistemological challenges facing the sociology of religion 

· Resurgent secularism and the 'New Atheism' 

I have already received confirmation from Prof Steve Fuller of the University of Warwick that he will be giving a plenary lecture, drawing from his important recent work on the sociology of the intelligent design movement. We welcome back Prof Elizabeth Cooksey of Ohio State University, who will speak on her research on the Amish in the US. And Prof David Chalcraft of the University of Derby has also lent his strong support in putting together a panel session on sociological approaches to Biblical texts, and we would welcome further offers of panel topics in addition to individual papers. Of course, off-theme papers are also most welcome, and I am more than happy to discuss ideas for papers and/or panels by email (m.j.guest@durham.ac.uk). Abstracts should be sent to me by 12th January, 2009 (deadline for registration is 1st March 2009).

The 2009 conference will take place in the historic city of Durham, and based at St Chad's College, we will be ideally placed to appreciate the nearby sites of historical interest, including the cathedral and castle. 

I look forward to seeing you in Durham, and if you have any queries about the conference, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Mathew Guest 
Durham University email: m.j.guest@durham.ac.uk
J) FW: BSA Sociology of Sport Study Group: Annual Regional Conference 2009, 1st April, 2009 at the University of Gloucestershire
The BSA Sociology of Sport Study Group will be holding its next Annual Regional conference on the

1st April, 2009 at the University of Gloucestershire.

The theme of the conference is: Sport, 'Race' and Identity and we look forward to attracting a strong gathering to the event.
K)  BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 4, British Library Conference Centre, London, 6th April 2009
‘In-Sight–Bi-polar Self-Management’, Heather Straughan, Centre for Mental Health Recovery, University of Hertfordshire 

 ‘The power of the ‘powerless’: Emancipatory research methods and methodology in a study of the British Mental Health User/Survivor Movement’, David Armes, Institute of Psychiatry, Kings College London.
L) PhD Workshop: ‘Thinking Critically about Governance: Explorations of Power in Practice’, 15-17 April 2009, University of Bath.
The Governance Research Group in the Department of Social and Policy Sciences at the University of Bath is pleased to present a doctoral workshop, ‘Thinking Critically about Governance: Explorations of Power in Practice’, sponsored by the University of Bath and the Social Policy Association.

This will be a fully participative and interactive event, organised around three key themes in contemporary governance studies (see below). The workshop will consist of a series of key note talks around these themes led by Professor Janet Newman and Professor John Clarke at the Open University, and Dr Emma Carmel at the University of Bath, followed by a series of small group discussions. The small group discussions will be facilitated by the key note speakers, and will provide an opportunity for delegates to present PhD work in progress in relation to one of the key themes. The workshop will therefore provide an opportunity for participants to talk about their research in the context of the themes, and progress their understanding of some of the key issues in governance studies. The purpose of the workshop is therefore to have a productive discussion around some of the challenging issues in governance studies in a supportive environment, and move participants forward in their own thinking and research on governance. In addition, one of the intended outcomes of the event is a governance research network which, it is hoped, will engage participants and others in future events and collaborations.
Information for Applicants
The workshop will take place from 15-17 April 2009 at the University of Bath. The workshop fee per participant is £65, which includes accommodation, meals, workshop materials and a dinner in the World Heritage City of Bath. Please note that participants will have to cover their own travel expenses. 

Interested applicants are invited to send an abstract of their PhD research which addresses one of the key themes of the workshop. Abstracts must be no more than 500 words. The deadline for abstracts is 16 Jan 2009. Abstracts received after this date will not be considered, due to the limited number of places available. Applicants will be advised whether they have been successful by 16 Feb 2009. 

The workshop seeks contributions from PhD students from a range of disciplines who address critically the key themes of the workshop including: Social Policy, Public Policy, Public Administration, Political Science, International Relations, Health and Social Care Studies, Social Psychology, Sociology and Anthropology. It is intended to have a mix of students in each discussion group, from a range of universities and disciplines.

For further questions, please contact J.E.Harlock@bath.ac.uk.

M) British Sociological Association postgraduate Forum Workshops, Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff, Thursday 16th – Saturday 18th April 2009
The first BSA postgraduate forum workshop will take place prior to the main event.

Draft schedule is:

12-12.30:    Registration
12.30- 1.30 Session One: Methodologies 
1.35-2.35    Session Two: Critical Pedagogy
2.35-2.50    Break
2.50-3.50    Session Three: 'Getting a job'
3.55-4.55    Session Four: 'Life-PhD balance' (speaker plus open session) – we would like to make this an open session, where postgraduates can share their experiences. If you have something you would like to address, please bring your suggestions and we will incorporate these into the workshop
4.55- 5.05   Break
5.05-6.00    Session Five: Discussion session: student activism

We are proposing a social event afterwards – a meal and drink – if you have any suggestions, please let us know.

N) British Sociological Association Annual Conference, Cardiff City Hall, Cardiff, Thursday 16th – Saturday 18th April 2009
The 2009 Conference is a new way of organising the annual conference of the Association. Instead of the conference being organised under a single conference theme, participants can present on whatever topics they wish within broad streams (and open streams) that reflect the core research areas of the membership:

Consumption 

Culture, Media and Society

Economy and Society

Education

Generations and the Lifecourse

Medicine, Health and Illness

Methods

Religion

Theory

Science and Technology Studies Social Divisions / Social Identities

Social Relationships

Space, Mobility and Place

Open Stream(s)

All BSA study groups have been strongly encouraged to contribute posters/ papers and other activities addressed to these streams. There will also be opportunities for study groups to meet independently.

Plenary speakers at the conference have been confirmed as Patricia Hill Collins from the University of Maryland, USA and Boaventura de Sousa Santos from the University of Coimbra, Portugal and University of Madison-Wisconsin, USA. They will speak on topics relating to the 2009 conference theme:

The Challenge of Global Social Inquiry

Within each of the main streams a sub-plenary will be organised to address the Conference theme. These sub-plenaries will be staggered across the Conference timetable.

Further information available from: 

BSA Website: www.britsoc.co.uk/events/Conference
E-mail: BSAConference@britsoc.org.uk 
O) BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 5, British Library Conference Centre, London, 11th May 2009
‘How Personality Became Treatable’, Martyn Pickersgill, Institute for Science and Society, University of Nottingham. 

‘Women, alcohol and mental health: achieving authenticity in a hostile environment’, Patsy Staddon, University of Plymouth.

‘Working for a Healthier Tomorrow and the Corporate Addictions Programme’, Justin McPhee, freelance researcher.

P) Children’s Food Practices in Families and Institutions, Stirling University, 11th May 2009
Food is both an essential and mundane part of everyday life. Our familiarity with it can mean that we often pay little attention to the meanings and actions that surround it. Food practices can, however, provide a remarkable insight into different social arenas and the relationships between adults and children. This one day conference presents recent studies into children’s experiences and practices around food in families, schools, and residential children’s homes. The conference is part of the CRFR event series and seeks to bring together academics and practitioners to discuss recent research findings in relation to current policy and practice perspectives.

Attendance at this conference is free but places are limited To book visit www.dass.stir.ac.uk/old-site/food-practices For all enquiries contact Jennifer Gordon (email: jennifer.gordon@stir.ac.uk, telephone: 01786 466300)

Q) Race, ethnicity and British football: persisting debates and emergent issues, One-day workshop, University of Brighton, Friday 22 May 2009

…A black British manager is appointed by a Premier League club for the first time…Muslim players are frequently taunted as “terrorists” by opposition fans…a professional player uses a social networking site to racially abuse the nurses who had treated him …a black woman is manager of the England team…fans taunt a black player with racist (and homophobic) chants that celebrate the idea of him being lynched…two British Asian clubs face each other in a FA Cup tie…the boardrooms of professional teams remain almost exclusively white (and male)…the first British Asian women gain their coaching badges…

Issues and debates around race, ethnicity and (anti-)racism continue to represent complex, contested and contradictory attributes of the “national sport”. Prejudice and discrimination remain prominent, in both residual and new forms; the range of ethnicities and identities represented in both professional and amateur spheres continue to increase to unprecedented levels; and anti-racism projects abound, initiated by sporting authorities, grassroots community organisations and corporate sportswear giants alike. This one-day workshop aims to explore the contemporary cultural politics of race, ethnicity and racism in British football. Consolidating existing social science research in the field, it will identify and map new challenges, directions, approaches and perspectives, thus signposting a potential research agenda for forthcoming years.  

Papers are invited on any related aspect but might address the following themes:

- Identity, community and minority ethnic amateur clubs 

- Anti-racist projects, initiatives and tournaments  

- Fans and fandom

- Racism in Northern Irish, Scottish or Welsh football 

- Intersections of race, gender and sexuality

- Muslims and Islamophobia

- Fascism and the Far Right

- Coaching, youth development, recruitment or refereeing

- Whiteness and white privilege 

- “New” migration and white minorities

- Mixed-race/dual ethnicity/dual heritage identities 

- New methodologies, theories and approaches

The event is free of charge. It will be held on the university’s central Brighton campus.

Abstracts (of no more than 200 words) together with title, presenter(s), affiliation(s) and contact details should to be submitted by e-mail to Dr. Daniel Burdsey (D.C.Burdsey@brighton.ac.uk) by 31 March 2009.

R) BSA Mental Health Study Group/SRN Seminar Series – Event 6, British Library Conference Centre, London, 1st June 2009
‘A symbolic interactionist approach to mental health outreach’, Jim Roe and Hugh Middleton, University of Nottingham

‘Using personal experiences to understand other people’s mental health recovery’, S. Ajayi, J. Billsborough, T. Bowyer, P. Brown, A. Faulkner, A. Hicks, J. Larsen, P. Mailey, R. Sayers, R. Smith; Rethink. 

Discussion of the seminar series and ways forward. 
S) Mapping Dangerous Spaces

A one day interdisciplinary symposium for postgraduate students and new

researchers to be held at the British Library Conference Centre on 1 June 2009.

The School of Social Policy, Sociology and Social Research at The University of Kent and The British Library invite postgraduate students and new researchers to present their work and generate new debate about 'dangerous' spaces and the way in which crime and danger are mapped. We would like to offer researchers the opportunity to challenge collectively orthodox understandings about the mapping of 'danger' and to draw together interdisciplinary work about how changing perceptions of danger are represented and imagined.

The day will be of interest to criminologists and cultural criminologists, sociologists, urban geographers, psycho-geographers, socio-historians, critical theorists and cultural sociologists as well as those with an interest phenomenology, perception and representation across the disciplines.

The conference will take place at The British Library and will include an introduction to some unusual maps of 'danger' that are specific to the collections. An interdisciplinary panel of academics will be invited to speak at the end of the day. 

We invite postgraduate and new researchers to submit abstracts of 200 words by Friday 13 March 2009. Joint papers are welcomed.

Possible themes include:

• Ideology/power

• Space and culture

• Mapping cognitively, emotions and the psycho-geography of space

• Mapping liminal spaces

• The 'civilized' space

• Literary, fictional and virtual maps

• New ways of reading maps

• Gender, race and 'danger'

• Issues of surveillance and control

We invite attendees to join us for lunch as well as a networking session at the close of the symposium. A small registration fee of £10 will apply to all participants. We warmly invite and welcome proposals for themes for parallel sessions or workshops. Please send 200 word abstracts and ideas for themes by Friday 13 March 2009 to conference organisers: Laura Hanson (ljh29@kent.ac.uk) and Dr. Sarah Evans (sarah.evans@bl.uk)
T) NEW SPACES OF EDUCATION; International/Transnational Spaces of Education  (University of Liverpool, 2nd June 2009)
We would like to invite participants for an ESRC-funded seminar series on 'New Spaces of Education: the changing nature of learning in the 21st century'. The aims of the series include:

To examine the changing spaces within which learning takes place, including: homes, transnational (immigrant) spaces, cyberspace and workplaces, and to develop a set of conceptual tools for exploring further the questions raised through these discussions;

To explore the transformation of spaces of education at different ‘stages’, including: nursery/pre-school; primary and secondary; tertiary and higher education; adult education; community-based provision; and workplace learning;

To consider changes in the traditional relationship between life-stage and education (including concepts of lifelong and life-wide education, workplace learning, and education in retirement);

To explore the spatial variability in the value attached to different credentials/qualifications (i.e. the different ways in which they may be valued across geographical boundaries);

To provide, where possible, a comparative perspective, considering different national and policy contexts on learning at different stages;

To consider associated changes in definitions of what constitutes education and learning at the beginning of the 21st century (critically assessing the nature of credentialism, the value attached to different qualifications, the impact of economic imperatives, hierarchies of institutions and national educational systems, etc.).

The first of four seminars will be held at the University of Liverpool on 2nd June 2009. Details of all the seminars can be found at: http://www.surrey.ac.uk/politics/NewSpacesofEducationIndex.htm
U) Scepticism Graduate Philosophy Conference CALL FOR PAPERS, Saturday 6th June 2009, University of Southampton,
Keynote speakers:
Quassim Cassam (University of Warwick), ‘Knowing, Seeing and Stroud’s Dilemma’
Duncan Pritchard (University of Edinburgh), ‘Radical Scepticism, Epistemic Luck and Epistemic Value’

The University of Southampton’s annual one-day Graduate Conference in Philosophy will this year focus on scepticism.  This includes scepticism as it appears in epistemology, philosophy of mind, ethics, philosophy of language and other areas.  Contributions concerning contemporary continental
or analytic philosophy are equally welcome, as are those addressing topics from the history of philosophy.  Papers are invited from graduate students and we are hoping to attract a wide external audience.
Deadline for submission of papers:  Monday 4th May 2009
Papers should be not more than 3,000 words in length, suitable for a 20 minute presentation followed by discussion.  Please submit papers to Dr. Denis McManus at the address below, or preferably by e-mail to D.Mcmanus@soton.ac.uk.  Papers should be accompanied by a covering letter or e-mail, but should not contain any self-identifying references in the text itself.
Registration is free.
For other inquiries, please contact either;
Adam Dunn, at agd205@soton.ac.uk
or Dan Clifford, at djc302@soton.ac.uk
V) 4th Hellenic Observatory PhD Symposium, London School of Economics, 25-26 June 2009
This is a kind reminder of call for papers for the 4th Hellenic Observatory PhD Symposium that will take place on 25-26 June 2009 at the London School of Economics. Applicants must fill in the 'paper proposal
form' by 1 March 2009 and submit it electronically to Hellenicobservatory.phd@lse.ac.uk . The 'paper proposal form' as well as further information about the Symposium can be found at: http://www.lse.ac.uk/collections/hellenicObservatory/Events/phd_Symposia
/4thSymposium/4th_symposium_main.htm
W) Leisure Experiences: Participating, Planning, Providing

Hosted by Canterbury Christ Church University, Centre for Sport, Physical Education and Activity Research (SPEAR) and the Department of Sport Science, Tourism and Leisure

Please visit the conference main web page http://www.leisure-studies-association.info/lsaweb/2009/Main.html and linked pages to proposal guidelines and main themes, as well as info on accommodation, registration rates, and print-and-return registration forms.

LSA 2009 Committee Chair: Dr Ian Wellard leisureexperiences2009@canterbury.ac.uk

LSA 2009 Administration: Myrene McFee mcfee@solutions-inc.co.uk

The 2009 Committee will be happy to consider proposals from September 2008 to January 25, 2009.

Proposals may still be considered after January 25 but will be subject to the availability of appropriate space on the programme (first come first served!).

Please contact Myrene McFee for LSA and LSA 2009 information.

X) "Theory for a Global Age: Postcolonial and Cosmopolitan Perspectives", Advance Summer School, University of Warwick
The Department of Sociology at the University of Warwick is organising an advanced summer school for early career researchers and academics, including PhD students and postdoctoral fellows, on 'Theory for a Global Age: Postcolonial and Cosmopolitan Perspectives'.

With globalisation seen to be the existing condition of the world, it is necessary to examine the different theoretical perspectives on globalisation that are emerging from across the world. Two such perspectives are those of postcolonialism and cosmopolitanism. While both perspectives engage with similar questions, they offer different analyses and, significantly, these are offered independently of any engagement between these perspectives. With this advanced summer school we will bring these perspectives into a productive tension with each other while considering some of the most urgent social and political issues facing us today.

The summer school is from 6-10th July 2009 and will take place at Millburn House, University of Warwick. The cost of the summer school is £250 which includes accommodation, breakfast and lunch, and all course materials. Travel costs and evening meals are not included in the price.

The school is organised around guest lectures, seminars and workshops by faculty from the University of Warwick as well as by invited academics internationally recognised in their fields. For further details please see the attached brochure and the website: http://www.warwick.ac.uk/go/theoryecss. Application forms are available from the website.

If you have any questions, please contact one of the organisers, Robert Fine and Gurminder K. Bhambra, or the research co-ordinator, Rodrigo Cordero-Vega at the email addresses below.

Robert.Fine@warwick.ac.uk
g.k.bhambra@warwick.ac.uk
R.A.Cordero-Vega@warwick.ac.uk
Y) UK Postgraduate Science and Technology Studies (PSTS) conference, University of Nottingham, 28-29 July 2009
The Institute for Science and Society at the University of Nottingham invites you to the first UK Postgraduate Science and Technology Studies (PSTS) conference on the 28th and 29th July 2009.   If you are engaged in research in science, technology and society and related fields, then the event will provide a key forum in which to present on-going research and build networks within the UK STS community.  The conference is organised by postgraduates and is intended for postgraduate students in any year. It will allow participants unique opportunities to:

·        Present research to a relevant audience

·        Receive commentary on work-in-progress in a friendly and supportive environment

·        Practice presentation skills

·        Meet students with similar research interests

·        Listen to keynote speakers with established careers in the field

·        Carry debates across disciplinary boundaries 

·        Reflect on the identities of UK STS 

·        Build working relationships at an early career stage

Keynote Speakers
Dr. Sujatha Raman, Institute for Science and Society, University of Nottingham 

Dr. Nik Brown, Science and Technology Studies Unit, University of York

 

Dr. Paul Martin, Institute for Science and Society, University of Nottingham

Cost, Accommodation and Travel
The early registration conference fee is £125 which includes en suite accommodation in University halls, all meals and the conference dinner. 

There are a number of travel bursaries available. If you would like to apply for a travel bursary please indicate so on the abstract submission form, downloadable from the website, fill it in and return it to us before the 1st March 2009. 

Abstract Submission

Individual paper proposals for a 15-20 minute presentation on any topic germane to the aims of the conference should be submitted by abstract (no longer than 300 words) using the attached abstract submission form, to psts@nottingham.ac.uk by 1st March 2009.  Please include full contact details.  Or e-mail Andy Balmer at lbxab@nottingham.ac.uk if you have any other queries.

Further information, such as a provisional agenda, travel information, etcetera, will be available on the conference website: http://www.psts.org.uk
Z) BSA Medical Sociology Group Annual Conference 2009, University of Manchester, Manchester, 3-5 September 2009
We look forward to welcoming you to the 2009 Annual Medical Sociology Conference.  The conference will celebrate our international links with Scandinavia - exploring and comparing developments within Medical Sociology.

 

2009’s conference will take place at The University of Manchester.  The Sackville Street campus is ideally situated in the heart of Manchester city centre and is just a 5 minute walk from Picadilly Rail Station.
 

In 2008, the MedSoc Annual Conference attracted over 250 delegates from around the world.  The event was hailed a great success and very much enjoyed by all.  Past delegates have referred to the event as a ‘must’ for anyone within the medical sociology arena and those within closely related fields.  Take a look at testimonials from delegates at 2008's Annual Conference.
 

The annual conference provides delegates with the opportunity to discuss the discipline’s ‘hot topics’ within a real community of medical sociologists.  

 

On this website, you will find further information on the conference theme, programme and how to book, etc by using the links in the menu above.  
 

If you have any further queries regarding the conference, please do not hesitate to contact the BSA.
 Find out more about the Medical Sociology Group and previous MedSoc Annual Conferences.
AA) Sociologies of war, terror and security, Potsdam, 10th-12th September

Below you will find a brief outline for a panel on 'Sociologies of War, Terror and Security'  for the ECPR General Conference this year in Potsdam (10-12 September) which might be interesting for some of you. Please send paper proposals following  this link:
http://www.ecpr.org.uk/potsdam/panel_details.asp?panelID=223

The panel will be in the Open Section. Proposals are required by the 1st of February.

This panel will explore what distinctive sociological approaches can contribute toward the explanation and understanding of these issues. It will present papers which undertake sociological reflection on the relation of war, military organization, security apparatuses and terror to wider society. Themes could include militarisation, new wars, the arms industry, the politics of fear, sociologies of terrorism and security apparatuses, or papers may discuss broad theoretical frameworks. There is no theoretical, ideological or methodological mandate, but panel participants will be asked to address the capacities and limitations of sociology as a medium for explanation and understanding of these issues.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

1.     Teaching Assistantship Available - Mississippi State



University M.S. in Sport Administration

The Sport Administration master's degree program at Mississippi State University is seeking applicants for graduate teaching assistants for the 2009-10 academic year.

The graduate assistant will have full responsibility (including generating syllabi and determining final grading) for teaching at least two activity courses per semester.  The graduate assistant may also be involved in assisting faculty members with various research endeavors.  With an opportunity to gain experience in both teaching and research, this position is ideal for students who later wish to pursue an advanced degree, such as a Ph.D.  In order to receive an assistantship, students must be admitted to graduate school at Mississippi State University (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/prospective/admissions/domestic/).  Graduate assistants will receive an exemption of approximately 71% of assessed tuition and fees as well as stipend of approximately $975 per month.

The Mississippi State University Sport Administration master's degree program seeks to prepare tomorrow's leaders in the sport industry. Students in the program endeavor to hold leadership positions in such areas as professional sport, collegiate sport, sport marketing/sponsorship, and event management. The curriculum includes courses in such areas as sport marketing, management, promotions, finance, legal issues, event/facility management, as well as ethical, sociological, and psychological aspects of sport.

The Department of Kinesiology & Mississippi State University:

The Department of Kinesiology employs more than 20 faculty members dedicated to providing high quality educational and research experiences at both the undergraduate and graduate level.  Established in 1878, Mississippi State University is a public Land-Grant institution with an enrollment of approximately 18,000 students, making it the largest university in the state of Mississippi.  The university, classified as a Carnegie Doctoral Research Extensive institution, is located in Starkville, MS, which is approximately a two hour drive from urban centers such as Memphis, TN, Birmingham, AL, and Jackson, MS.  For more information about Mississippi State University visit: www.msstate.edu

To apply for a graduate teaching assistant position in the Department of Kinesiology, visit: http://kinesiology.msstate.edu/

For more information about graduate assistant positions or the sport administration program, contact:

Adam Love, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Division of Sport Studies
Department of Kinesiology
Mississippi State University
PO Box 6186
Mississippi State, MS 39762
Office: McCarthy 118
Phone: 662.325.2784
E-Mail: alove@colled.msstate.edu
2.    Researching pharmaceuticals, lifestyle drugs, patient activism or emotions in healthcare?
The Department of Sociology at the University of Sussex is recruiting students to put forward for ESRC studentships for doctoral funding. Through the School of Social Sciences and Cultural Studies, applications can be made for both quota studentships and places in the national competition. In the event that students are unsuccessful in the ESRC competition, a number of Graduate Teaching Awards and other sources of funding may be available.

The department was ranked 16th in the recent RAE, and faculty have strong links with Anthropology, Geography, Development  Studies, Media Studies, Science Policy and the Brighton and Sussex  Medical School to facilitate co-supervision where appropriate. For more information on research within the Health and Medicine group at Sussex, see our webpage at http://www.sussex.ac.uk/sociology/1-4-2.html.

Students will complete their research training through the new MSc Social Research in Health and Medicine, before registering for their PhD.

Please contact a prospective supervisor at Sussex no later than February 10th to develop an application, including an initial research proposal and CV. The quota competition deadline is 9th March 2009.

Further information on funding can be found at http://www.sussex.ac.uk/soccul/1-2-2-8.html ; information on graduate study at the University of Sussex is available from Chloe Manhire, Graduate Office, School of Social Science and Cultural Studies (tel. 01273 676546, email. c.v.manhire@sussex.ac.uk
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.  Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for Journal submissions

1. Qualitative Research in Sport & Exercise Call for Papers  

Special edition on ‘Visual Methods in Physical Culture’
 

Guest Editor: Dr Cassandra Phoenix 
 
Though employed in areas such as visual anthropology for some time, the last decade has witnessed a significant growth in the use of visual data within qualitative research more generally. Such growth reflects a rising appreciation of the ubiquity of imagery and visual culture in every day life. Indeed, scholars working within a number of different disciplines have becoming increasingly aware that adopting visual methods has the potential to further develop our understanding of the social world. By encompassing a multitude of forms including photographs, videos, maps, diagrams, symbols and so forth, images can provide specific information about our existence. They can also act as powerful indicators regarding the multiple meanings embedded within our culture.
 
Given these points, it is interesting to note that one domain where the use of visual methods has been less well documented is that of physical culture. Physical culture is taken here to mean human physical movement occurring within recognised cultural domains such as sport, dance and, more broadly, outdoor and indoor recreational activities involving expression through physicality.
 
Qualitative Research in Sport and Exercise invites contributions for a special edition on ‘Visual Methods in Physical Culture’. We welcome empirical papers that harness the potential of visual methods to deepen our understandings of physical culture. Theoretical papers that will add to the continued development of theoretical frameworks orientated to visual methods are also invited. 
 
Submission Process
 
Authors are requested to submit complete manuscripts (maximum 7000 words) in MS Word to the Guest Editor, Cassandra Phoenix via e-mail sent to: H.C.Phoenix@exeter.ac.uk by July 1st 2009. The subject line should read “QRSE Submission”. 
 
The first page should contain the title of the paper, along with the contact details of the author(s). The second page should show the title and the abstract. The paper should commence on the third page. Please send artwork (labeled appropriately) as a separate file, but ensure that you have indicated within the text approximately where it should appear. All papers will be subject to a process of rigorous review and there is no guarantee of acceptance or publication in the special edition.

2. Affinities: A Journal of Radical Theory, Culture, and Action 

"The New Cooperativism" Call for papers for issue #3


Issue Editor: Marcelo Vieta

Affinities: A Journal of Radical Theory, Culture, and Action invites cooperative practitioners, members of artist collectives, activists engaged in affinity groups, and academics working within anarchism, Marxisms, critical theory, indigenism, feminism, or other traditions, to submit either theoretical papers or case studies that analyze and demonstrate how cooperation, cooperativism, or cooperatives are being re-imagined by groups committed to sustainable alternatives to neoliberalism and the capitalist nation-state.

Broad questions that might be taken up include:
• What promising cooperative experiments exist today that both challenge the state and corporate models and prefigure another economic reality—another possible world?
• What does the new cooperativism look like? How are contemporary groups, movements, and communities struggling to rethink alternatives to the current economic order around the globe re-imagining economic
and creative life through the concept of cooperativism and the practices of cooperation? That is, how are they actually practicing cooperative forms of production?
• How can the new cooperativism be theorized? For example, what does it mean to reorganize life (productive, economic, artistic, and creative life) cooperatively, both within and despite our current neoliberal conjuncture?
• Can cooperatives help reconfigure creative, economic, and productive life in more sustainable, more equitable, less racist, less hetero-sexist, and more directly democratic realities?
• How are the practices of the newest cooperatives engaged in the (co)production and (co)invention of “solidarity economies” or, as J.K. Gibson-Graham terms it, “community economies” that exist beyond the productivist and ethically bankrupt standards of “capitalocentrism”? 
• As with the “coming communities,” can we equally speak of the “coming cooperative economies”?
• How is self-management (autogestión) being (re)conceptualized within the new cooperativism?
• What do networks of economic solidarity look like today, where are they located, and how do they embody the values of new cooperativism?

Other concepts and practices that may also be taken up include, but are certainly not limited to:
• Mutual aid and the new cooperativism
• Horizontalism
• Subsidiarity and the new cooperativism
• Associated labour
• The new-cooperativism and self-reliance
• Redistributive surplus
• The new cooperativism and DIY communities
• New communication technologies and the new cooperativism

Format and Deadlines

• Deadline for submissions: 1 June 2009
• Submissions can be made via the journal website at www.affinitiesjournal.org. Information on the submission process and formatting requirements are available on the site.
• Please direct any further inquiries to the issue editor: Marcelo Vieta (vieta@yorku.ca)
3. The University of Nottingham, School of Sociology and Social Policy, Postgraduate Journal ENQUIRE has released its next call for papers:
 

Call for papers - issue entitled:
A healthy research realm?:
Placing oneself in health and illness research
 

We invite authors to explore the place of the social science researcher within the practice of health and illness research. Self-reflection and rumination upon the role and experiences of the researcher within the research is the aim.
 

The call for papers can be found at:
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire/Call_for_papers.php
 

Closing date for submissions: 28th February 2009
 

Papers should be no more than 8,000 words in length, including appendices, tables, and references. Detailed guidelines for authors can be found on the ENQUIRE website at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire 

If you wish to discuss a proposed paper with the editorial team prior to submission, please contact us on: Enquire@nottingham.ac.uk
 
ENQUIRE represents a quality online journal for the social sciences which provides an enthusing, encouraging and exciting space for academic research both from the UK and abroad. ENQUIRE aims to ‘plug a gap’ in the postgraduate research community by providing a critical, high quality-oriented but nevertheless supportive and motivating outlet for publications from postgraduate students, post-doctoral students and early career academics.
5.  Other News

1. New website: Academia.edu: 'tree' of academics launches

 

Hi all,

 

I’m a prize fellow in philosophy at All Souls College Oxford, where I recently finished my D.Phil on the philosophy of perception. 

 

I’ve just launched a website, www.academia.edu, which does two things:

 

-          It displays academics around the world in a ‘tree’ format, according to what university/department they are affiliated with. 

-          It enables an academic to have an easy-to-maintain academic webpage. My webpage on Academia.edu is here: http://oxford.academia.edu/RichardPrice 

 

My hope for the site is that it will list every academic – Faculty members, Post-Docs, and Graduate Students - in the world, and display where they are working. I also hope people will use the site to keep track of what people in their field are working on. 

 

I’m trying to spread the word about www.academia.edu, so, if you have a minute, please visit the site, and add yourself to your department. (Or add your department/university to the tree if it is not there already; it is easy to add a university or department by clicking on the arrows). 

 

And do spread the word to your friends and colleagues if you can. 

 

Many thanks,

 

Richard

 

Dr. Richard Price,

Prize Fellow,

All Souls College, 

Oxford,

OX1 4AL

http://oxford.academia.edu/RichardPrice
2. Request for volunteers: Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN)

The Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN), the world's leading multi-disciplinary organization involved in the study of ethnicity and nationalism, is currently seeking London-based students or
post-doctoral researchers working in the field to help with organizing its 2010 annual conference. 

ASEN was founded by research students and academics in 1990 at the London School of Economics and Political Science, where the headquarters of the Association are based. Its international membership is composed of academics, researchers, students, journalists and others directly concerned with advancing the study of ethnicity and nationalism.

ASEN is unique in that it run nearly entirely by students.  All ASEN work is unpaid, but offers a chance to play a pivotal role in shaping debates in the field.

For enquiries, please contact ASEN Secretary Amedeo D'Amore at ASEN@lse.ac.uk

We look forward to hearing from you!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter:  The newsletter is distributed on the 1st of every month, therefore submission deadlines are the 25th of the preceeding month.  

( Don't want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events? 
All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/ForthcomingEvents.htm 

( For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at: 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/ 

( Check out the ‘PGF Corner’ in ‘Network’ for all Postgrad related news and reviews

( Check out the ‘PG Focus’ podcasts for interviews with our “Evening with…” hosts, PG students talking about their research and other interesting issues facing PG’s today.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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