Phenomenology, Photography, Politics, Perception 

Pierre Bourdieu in Algeria:  testimonies of Uprooting (2nd ESRC Seminar)

Responding to the exhibition:

http://www.goldsmiths.ac.uk/departments/sociology/bourdieu.php

March 23rd, 2007, 9.30-5.00pm, Room EB 3.15, Docklands campus, University of East London.

For Directions: http://www.uel.ac.uk/about_uel/why_uel/travelwise.htm

To register and reserve a place, email Kimberly Keith sop01kk@gold.ac.uk
The first ESRC seminar (January 12th, 2007 at Goldsmiths’ college) focused on the photographs which Bourdieu took in algeria during the War of Independence and on the political context of their production.  The second seminar will concentrate on aspects of French philosophy in the 1950s and early 1960s with the intention of exploring the links between modes of perceiving and understanding social and political events.  In Algeria, Bourdieu knew that he was trying to describe a society which was in the process of becoming an independent nation state.  By asserting the primacy of perception over cognition, phenomenology provided the stimulus for presuppositionless observation, operationalised non-verbally in photographs, which could ensure that descriptions were not predetermined by the discourses of Western European social and political sciences.  Hence the nexus of concerns indicated in the title for the day’s discussions.

The proposed programme consists of two plenary sessions, each with two presentations, and four workshops in two parallel sessions.  There is a further option (E) which will run in parallel with Workshops A and B and lunch.  When registering, you are invited to indicate which workshops you will hope to attend (A, B, or E;  C or D).  The purpose of the workshops is to concentrate on some key texts and we will endeavour to make these texts available in advance to those who indicate their interest.
9.30 – 10.00.  coffee.

10.00 – 11.30.  Plenary 1.
Stuart Sim, Professor of Critical Theory at the University of Sunderland, author of Lyotard and the Inhuman, (2001), will talk on “The Limits of Marxism:  Lyotard and Algeria”.

Derek Robbins, University of East London, author of On Bourdieu, education and society (2006) will give “Some notes on the French response to Husserl:  1940-1955”

Coffee.

11.45 – 12.45.  
Workshop A



Discussion of Maurice Merleau-Ponty:  Phenomenology of 



Perception, London, Routledge, 1994, Preface, pp. vii-xxi.




Workshop B




Discussion of Pierre Bourdieu:  “The Revolution Within the 


Revolution” (chapter 7 of The Algerians, Boston, Beacon Press, 


1962)

12.45 – 1.45
lunch available at various locations on the campus

2.00 – 3.00

Workshop C




Discussion of extracts from Jean-François Lyotard:  



Phenomenology, State University of New York Press, Albany, 


1991.  (English translation of 10th edition but first published in 


1954)




Workshop D




Discussion of Pierre Bourdieu + Marie-Claire Bourdieu:    “The 


peasant and photography”, Ethnography, 5, 4, December, 2004, 


600-616.  (English translation, but first published in 1965
Alternatively (E), there will be a showing of Pontecorvo’s the Battle of Algiers from 11.45 to 2.00.

3.00 – 4.30.  Plenary 2

Lahouari Addi, Professor in the Institute of Political Science at the Université de Lyon 2, author of Sociologie et anthropologie chez Pierre Bourdieu (2002) will speak on “Bourdieu and Algeria:  sociology and politics”

Louis Pinto, Centre de Sociologie Européenne, Paris, author of Pierre Bourdieu et la théorie du monde social (1998) will talk about the space of political/intellectual  possibilities in the years 1955-60.

Tea.

