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BSA POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER November 2008
Welcome to the November edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events and a call for notification for future events. 
Don’t forget to check out:

*the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events
*the latest edition of PG Focus, the PGF Podcast (see the website) 
*the forum - http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb for all the latest PGF discussions
* PGF Corner in Network for all the latest PG news and reviews 

or contact us on PGForum@britsoc.org.uk with any PGF news/updates!

Lara, Mark, Hasnain, & Mike 





PGF Convenors

**Improvements to the PGF**

** Launch of “AN EVENING WITH….” seminar series.  Hosted by the PGF and the British Library, this seminar series is designed to provide postgraduates with the chance to meet established and well-respected sociologists in an informal, friendly and interactive setting.  The series kicks off on Monday 3rd November with Professor Angela McRobbie and she will be discussing the theories and concepts behind her forthcoming book entitled “The aftermath of Feminism: Gender, Culture and Social Change”.  Places are limited and this inaugural seminar is now fully booked.   The next seminar will be hosted by Professor Anthony Heath of University of Oxford at the British Library on Monday 8th December.  Details can be found on the PGF pages of the BSA website ** 
** We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those PG’s who responded to our “Call for Opinions” on the proposed changes to the BSA Annual Conference,.  We are currently working through all of your responses and taking all of your concerns/suggestions/support on board during our deliberations.  We hope to be able to report back to you on the proposed changes by the end of the year **

** We are still looking for participants for ‘PG FOCUS’, our new quarterly PG podcast for the BSA website.  If you would like the opportunity to discuss or promote your research please contact us at PGForum@britsoc.org.uk **

**Keep your eyes peeled for the “PGF Corner” in Network, a regular feature designed to report on all the Postgrad news and reviews.  We will be looking for reports on Postgrad events, PGF member profiles and discussion pieces to include in forthcoming issues.  Please get in touch if you would like to contribute**

At-a-glance contents: 

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1.

3. Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

4. Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for journal submissions

5. Other News

1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

	
	Conference
	Location
	Date

	A
	What is Medicine? Seminar Series: Annemarie Mol
	Centre for the Study of Invention and Social Process, Goldsmiths University of London.


	6th November 2008

	B
	History of Modern Medicine Seminars
	Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge 


	Throughout Michaelmas Term 2008

	C
	“Look what happens when you let young people set the research agenda”: Young Researcher Network Conference
	Warwick University
	15th November 2008

	D
	Ethical Issues in Participatory Research: ESRC workshop
	Lancaster University
	8th-10th December 2008

	E
	Postgraduate Forum on Genetics and Society (PFGS) colloquium 12: 
"Social and biosciences - a critical collaboration"


	Institute for Advanced Studies (IAS), Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK


	11th and 12th December 2008

Registration deadline: 7th November 2008



	F
	De-Medicalising Misery II
	Cruciform Building, Gower Street, London WC1


	16th December 2008

	G
	End of life decision-making: dilemmas and directions


	Birmingham, UK
	27th January 2009

	H
	'Queer(ing) Voices: Comparative Approaches to Voice/Gender Articulation'
	American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) at Harvard University
	26th -29th March 2009
Deadline for abstracts: 3rd November 2008

	I
	Family, Migration & Housing Conference
	Amsterdam
	2nd-3rd April 2009

Abstract deadline: 8th December 2008

	J
	“Ethics and Politics in Qualitative Methods”
	Warsaw, Poland
	8th-10th June 2009.

	
	Cosmetic Cultures: Beauty, globalisation, politics, practices
	University of Leeds
	24th -26th June 2009

	K
	14th Annual ECSS Congress 2009 –
	Oslo, Norway
	24th -27th June 2008-10-27

	L
	Professionalism in the era of complexity: 

New frames for existing and emerging professional projects


	Lisbon, Portugal
	2nd-9th September 2009

Abstract dealine: 31st January 2009

	M
	Transformations and Challenges in health and health care across Europe’s borders


	Lisbon, Portugal
	2nd-9th September 2009

Abstract dealine: 31st January 2009

	N
	Social Inequalities and Migration in Post-Communist Societies Searching for Positive Identity  of  Central and Eastern European Sociology


	Poznań, Poland, 


	21st –22nd  September 2009

Abstract deadline: 1st December 2008

	O
	Music & Migration
	University of Southampton
	15th -17th October 2009

Abstract Deadline: 4th December 2008


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
A) What is Medicine? Seminar Series:  Centre for the Study of Invention and Social Process, Goldsmiths University of London.

Annemarie Mol

Thursday 6 November, 4-6pm

Ben Pimlott Lecture Theatre, Ben Pimlott Building, Goldsmiths, University of London

This event is free - all are welcome.  Please follow this link for directions to Goldsmiths:

<http://www.gold.ac.uk/campus-map/>

Annemarie Mol is Socrates Professor of Political Philosophy at the University of Twente. She has published The Body Multiple. Ontology in Medical Practice; co-edited Differences in Medicine (with Marc Berg) and Complexities (with John Law); and authored and co-authored a variety of articles on bodies, techniques and spatialities. Her new book, The Logic of Care, is published in 2008 by Routledge.

In the social sciences, medicine has figured for decades as something to criticise. It deserved to be unmasked as (behind its helping face) it was really a matter of social control, or a mode of governing through discipline rather than punishment, or otherwise a place where doctors hold power over patients. These days, however, it is time to do something different. No, the point is not to be a better realist and to neutrally (rather than critically) describe medicine as it is. Instead, medicine deserves help. It is in urgent need of words that articulate its specificity in such a way that health care does not get completely colonised by (the logic of) the market (where doctors have products to sell to their customers), the state (that makes laws configuring patients as citizens), the protocol (that presumes that facts precede decisions, which precede actions, which precede evaluations), epidemiology (or rather the version of epidemiology that takes individuals to compose collectives), ethics (in as far as it separates deliberation from practice) and other rationalist endeavours. In my recent book The Logic of Care I have tried to provide such words and to articulate some of medicine's tinkering techniques for living with fragile bodies, unruly diseases and unpredictable technologies in complex daily lives. The case that I analysed is that of diabetes care. This allows me to now take up the question of your seminar series 'What is medicine?' as if it has an answer.

B)  History of Modern Medicine Seminars, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge, Michaelmas Term 2008
Seminars take place in the Department, on Free School Lane: refreshments 

from 4.40, talks starting at 5pm.  All welcome!

Enquires to Vanessa Heggie (vh261@cam.ac.uk) or Nick Hopwood (ndh12@cam.ac.uk)

21st October

Elizabeth Toon (University of Manchester)

"The machinery of authoritarian care: representing and experiencing 

breast cancer treatment in 1970s Britain"

11th November

Rosemary Elliot (University of Glasgow)

"'Der neue Trend - no smoking please!': creating the non-smoker in West 

Germany, 1945-1975"

2nd December

Katja Guenther (Harvard University)

"Segments and proportions: body mapping in early twentieth-century 

neuroscience."
C) Look What Happens When You Let Young People Set the Research Agenda”:  Young Researcher Network Conference, Warwick University on Saturday, 15th November.

The Young Researcher Network has been encouraging and supporting 15 young people-led projects over the last year in carrying out research projects. It is a new initiative – coordinated through The National Youth Agency – giving impetus to new groups of young researchers. It has provided avenues for young people to build new skills and confidence, exchange information and spark new friendships, whilst framing an informed and critical ‘voice’ to influence and shape policy. 

The conference will showcase the research completed by network partners, help them press forward with their campaigns, and support and encourage the growth of young people-led research.  

For more information contact:  

Tricia Jessiman, Research Co-ordinator, The National Youth Agency

Eastgate House, 19-23 Humberstone Road, Leicester LE5 3GJ

Tel: 0116 242 7417 or 07793 443261

Fax: 0116 242 7471

www.nya.org.uk/research 

 D) Ethical Issues in Particpatoiry Research: ESRC Workshop, Lancaster University: 8th -10th December 2008
An ESRC Workshop for Members of Ethics Committees and Researchers who undertake Participatory Research  

8th - 10th December, Lancaster University

What ethical issues arise in participatory research, and how should they be addressed?

With support from the ESRC's Researcher Development Initiative this three day workshop will explore ethical issues which arise in Participatory approaches to research. The workshop has been designed for two groups of participants: those who have experience of participatory approaches to research (either as a researcher, a community /lay researcher). The workshop will also be of interest to members of research ethics committees who wish to gain an understanding of

participatory research approaches and insights into the ethical dimensions of such research.  

The workshop will adopt a participatory co-learning approach where participants will be enabled to 'drill deep' into ethical issues which arise within participatory research.  The three day workshop will consist of a series of short, 'scene-setting' presentations from academic and lay researchers in the field who will provide input on particular aspects of research ethics in participatory research. Workshop participants will be encouraged to share their own experiences of participatory research in ways which will provide critical engagement with ethical issues in participatory research practice.  In this way,

the workshops will provide an environment where participants can explore best practice as well as confront the ethical challenges of participatory research.

A number of free bursary places are available for unfunded / lay researchers to attend - please enquire.

The event is convened by Carole Truman, Professor of Health and Community Studies at the University of Bolton.  Further details and booking information can be obtained from:  Sheryl Coultas S.Coultas@lancaster.ac.uk  and at:

http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/events/ethicalresearch/
E)  "Social and biosciences - a critical collaboration": Postgraduate Forum on Genetics and Society (PFGS) colloquium 12, Institute for Advanced Studies (IAS), Lancaster University, Lancaster, UK; 11th and 12th December 2008

Registration deadline: 7th November 2008

The annual PFGS Colloquia combine postgraduate presentations with keynote speakers and capacity building workshops. At these colloquia, members are able to, rehearse ideas by presenting their work-in-progress, discuss the research of others in a supportive and constructive environment. 2008 marks the 10th anniversary of the first PFGS colloquium, which was also held at Lancaster University, providing the ideal opportunity to scrutinize the last decade of research within the field and critically examine where Genomics is currently located in relation to social and bioscience debates. The theme of the 2008 colloquium is one that will allow current post graduate researchers to consider many of the ongoing developments in the field whilst also allowing for considerable reflection around where these developments originated as the positioning of genomics shifts in relation to the social and natural sciences. The programme includes: 

-Keynote speeches from Dr. Steve Sturdy, (Genomics Forum Deputy Director) and Professor Ruth Chadwick (Director, ESRC Centre for Economic and Social Aspects of Genomics (Cesagen))

-Panel session with PFGS original members Dr. Richard Tutton (Lancaster University), Dr. Niall Scott (Uclan) and Dr. Adam Hedgecoe (University of Sussex)

-Student presentations

-Presentations by Dr. Paul Oldham and Dr Dita Wickins-Drazilova (both Lancaster University)

The colloquium is open to all postgraduate students and recent post docs in any discipline with an interest in this research area. All accommodation and refreshments are provided and travel bursaries of up to £60 per student are available.

Those wishing to present a paper should submit an abstract of 200 words(maximum) in either plain text or MS Word format, together with a short biography, to pfgs08@googlemail.com by Friday 7th November 2008. Papers should be around 20 minutes in length. Submissions should include: name and title, paper title, affiliation, email address, telephone number and postal address.

For more information and to download a registration form visit:

http://www.pfgs.org
F) De-Medicalising Misery II; Tuesday, 16th December 2008, Cruciform Building, Gower Street, London WC1
The University of East London’s School of Psychology, the Critical Psychiatry Network, the Hearing Voices Network (England) and University College London are delighted to present the second one-day conference in the De-Medicalising Misery series.

With increasing media attention being paid to the false promises of medicalised approaches to misery and madness, this conference focuses on a critique of the understandings of distress offered by mainstream psychiatry and psychology - and the ‘solutions’ they provide – and provides a platform for alternative ways of thinking about, and working with, distress.

Once again bringing together psychiatrists, service users and clinical psychologists at the forefront of thought and practice, the conference addresses important questions of contemporary public interest. How did the medical profession and pharmaceutical industry persuade us that ‘antidepressants’ and 'anti-psychotics' ‘worked’? Why did the medical profession take so long to recognise their ill effects? Does CBT really offer a cure for unhappiness? What, if anything, does “consumer choice” actually mean in mental health services? Can the psy-professions escape their legacy of racism?

Again combining academic integrity with accessibility and the opportunity for dialogue and debate, the conference will be of interest to practitioners and academics in psychiatry, psychology and related disciplines, as well as to people who use or have used mental health services. 

Confirmed speakers: Mary Boyle; Jacqui Dillon; Duncan Double; Suman Fernando; Irving Kirsch; Craig Newnes; Ewen Speed.

Places: are limited. For further information please contact Prof. Mark Rapley on 07951 908409 or via m.rapley@uel.ac.uk 

Web: http://www.uel.ac.uk/misery
Costs: Unwaged £25; Students/trainees £45; BPS Members £100; Waged £140. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.


G)  End of life decision-making: dilemmas and directions; Birmingham, UK; 27th January 2009

http://www.pcrs.org.uk/events.php
H) “Queer(ing) Voices: Comparative Approaches to Voice/Gender Articulation:  ACLA, Harvard University:  26th-29th March
This is a call for papers for a seminar of 1-3 days entitled 'Queer(ing) Voices: Comparative Approaches to Voice/Gender Articulation' to be held at the annual conference of the American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA) at Harvard University from 26-29 March 2009.  The seminar has been accepted by ACLA and is listed on the ACLA web pages as a featured seminar.  The seminar is broadly conceived to bring in seminar participants working in a wide range of queer-related areas and to start a transatlantic discussion on this and related topics.  While much work has been done on the status and role of the body in the construction of gender and sexuality, this seminar is interested in theorisations of voice through the inscription(s) of gender and/or sexuality.  Traditionally, feminist and queer work has focused on gendered feminine voices, and we are interested in how a queer comparative approach might take this further.  Approaches coming out of literature, opera and music, film, theory, postcolonial studies, diasporic studies, and other interdisciplinary work are most welcome, though the papers should be comparative in some aspect.

 

For more information on the seminar, please go to the ACLA webpage at www.acla.org and click on the 2009 conference at Harvard and then on the list to view all seminars.  The above seminar is listed alphabetically under Q (of course!).  There is a full description of the seminar there.  You can also follow the directions online to submit your abstract of 250 words maximum electronically (the system won't take abstracts over the word limit).  The deadline is 3 November 2008.  If your paper is accepted, you will have to become an ACLA member in order to attend the conference, which gives you reduced conference registration and a yearly subscription to the journal Comparative Literature.

 

Seminar papers will be grouped with others to form panels.  At ACLA, the conference format is unique in that seminars can run over 1-3 days.  Participants are expected to attend all the seminars we would be allocated so that discussion between various sessions can also take place.

 

This session is jointly organised by the new alliance between the Centre for the Study of Sexual Dissidence & Cultural Change at the University of Sussex and by the Centre pour les études des nouveaux espaces littéraires at University of Paris XIII, but seminar speakers needn't be associated with either Centre in order to participate.  We hope to publish the proceedings of our seminar as well.

 

Please consider joining us at Harvard.  For further queries, please email William Spurlin, Director of the Centre of the Study of Sexual Dissidence at Sussex at W.J.Spurlin@sussex.ac.uk or Anne Tomiche at Centre pour les études des nouveaux espaces littéraires at Paris XIII at Annetomiche@aol.com 

I)  Family, Migration & Housing Conference; Amsterdam, 2nd – 3rd April 2009
The conference will be a small-scale international conference with a maximum of 50 participants of several academic backgrounds. The aim is to bring together a group of researchers who work on the interconnection between family and residential choice, and to discuss and improve our latest work. 
Participation is restricted to authors or co-authors of the papers presented at the conference. 

Registration is now open on: http://www.fmg.uva.nl/amidst/fmh.cfm 


The deadline for submission is December 8, 2008. 

J)   Ethics & Politics in Qualitative Methods:  Warsaw, Poland: 8th -10th June 2009 
As part of the Qualitative Research in Europe “EUROQUAL” programme we invite speakers and participants to the conference and workshop on “Ethics and Politics in Qualitative Methods” in Warsaw, Poland, 8-10th June 2009.

The call for paper/participation addresses to European scholars in the Social Sciences who work on qualitative data and who are interested in ethics and politics of qualitative methods.

For more information: http://www.civitas.edu.pl/euroqual
K)  Cosmetic Cultures: Beauty, globalisation, politics, practices; University of Leeds; 24 - 26 of June 2009. 
 

Papers and panel sessions are invited for an international, interdisciplinary conference on Cosmetic Cultures to be held in the Centre for Interdisciplinary Gender Studies at the University of Leeds from the 24 to 26 of June 2009. 
 

Papers on any element of ‘cosmetic cultures’ are welcomed but the conference seeks to move beyond well-rehearsed ‘Beauty Myth’ arguments.
 

Beauty has often been conceptualised as the concern only of women (or the only concern of women!) and as idealised in ‘whiteness’ or ‘Westerness’. Whilst many have found significant evidence to support these claims, work in the Centre for Interdisciplinary Gender Studies has already flagged up the importance of men, masculinities and beauty, both in the ‘West’ and ‘East’ and has disrupted the idea that whiteness alone presents idealised beauty in all parts of the world, or even in this one. Whilst beauty ideals may be important in one sense, this conference also aims to explore beauty practices. The subject’s engagement in beauty practices may be ‘transformative’ in line with current ideals, and undertaken in the clinic, or it may be everyday and mundane, practices in the home or ‘salon’.
 

Themes will include:
 

· National beauty cultures and histories and the intersection between local and globalised ideals; 
· Beauty practice ranging from ‘spectacular’ makeover cosmetic surgery to mundane beauty technologies such as diet and exercise, skin tanning/ lightening, hairstyling, hair removal and tattooing/piercing. 
· Intersections of ‘race’, class, gender and beauty cultures and practices; men, masculinities and beauty; 
· LGBI and Trans beauties;   

· surgical tourism; 
· TV makeover shows; 
· Work in the ‘beauty industry’, including medical practices and cultures, beauty salons and cosmetics marketing and manufacture as well as (fashion and glamour) modelling. 

 

By encouraging participants to explore beauty cultures, practices and politics in their broadest sense we hope to advance current debates and develop an international network of researchers.
 

 

Confirmed Keynote Speakers:
 

Professor Carolyn Cooper – University of the West Indies
Professor Kathy Davis – University of Utrecht
Dr Debra Gimlin – University of Aberdeen
Dr Meredith Jones – University of Technology, Sydney
Professor Toby Miller – University of California, Riverside
Professor Elspeth Probyn – University of Sydney
 

200 word abstracts and panel suggestions should be emailed to:
 

Matthew Wilkinson at m.wilkinson@leeds.ac.uk
 

Please mark all emails with ‘Cosmetic Cultures’ in the subject line.
 

The conference website address will be circulated shortly.
 
L)  14th Annual ECSS Congress 2009 – Oslo, Norway - 24 – 27, 2009. 

On behalf of the Norwegian School of Sport Sciences, I am pleased to welcome you to the 14th Annual Congress of the ECSS in Oslo, Norway, June 24 – 27, 2009. 

Oslo in the capital of Norway is situated at the head of the Oslo fjord and surrounded by forested ridges. Oslo is unique, a city surrounding a sea inlet with mountains as a backdrop. At the end of June, summer in Norway is at its most beautiful. 

 

Scientific Programme: Sport Sciences – Nature, Nurture and Culture
Sport is a complex phenomenon, and sport research must build on diversity of scientific approaches. The ECSS ‘09 Congress programme will feature theoretical, applied and cross-disciplinary sport studies as well as research findings based on the natural, behavioural, social and human scientific disciplines. 

 

Social Programme
The social programme will consist of an Opening Reception in the Oslo City Hall on Wednesday evening, a closing banquet on Saturday night, and a range of activity options in and around Oslo. 

 

Congress Venue
The ECSS ’09 Congress will take place at Oslo Congress Centre which is a professional, flexible and comprehensive meeting venue with a colourful history dating back a century. The Centre is located in the heart of Oslo and within walking distance to Congress hotels, transport systems, shopping and restaurants. 

 

Travel
There are three airports near Oslo: The main airport is Oslo Airport Gardermoen. Gardermoen is located north of Oslo and about 20 minutes by airport express train from the city centre. There is also bus connection from the airport to the city centre. [www.osl.no]
The airport Sandefjord Airport Torp is located south of the city. Ryan Air has connections from 12 cities in Europe to Torp. 

The bus service from Torp to Oslo takes about 1.5 hours. [www.torp.no]
Moss Airport Rygge, is located 70 km southeast of the city, with several direct flights from European cities. Express busses leave for Oslo Buss Terminal in connection with arrivals by Norwegian Air Shuttle, and likewise in connection with the departures of the same company. [www.ryg.no]
Several international airlines fly to Oslo. Please search the internet or contact your local travel agent for more information.

To obtain best air fares we strongly recommend booking your flights early!
 

Important dates 
· Opening registration: 15th of December 2008 

· Early bird registration: until 15th of February 2009 

· Abstract submission: 15th of December until 15th of February 2009 

· Notification to authors: 1st of April  2009 

Please remember the deadline for abstract submission: February 15, 2009.

Please visit www.ecss-congress.eu/OSLO2009/ for further information.

M) Professionalism in the era of complexity: New frames for existing and emerging professional projects: 9th Conference of the European Sociological Association

European Society or European Societies? Lisbon, 2-5 September 2009
The tight interweaving of the key modern ideas ‘professionalism’ and ‘the state’ is currently unraveled as a result of the globalization of politics and economy. The destabilization of the national frame for professionalism calls into question the old regulatory bargains shaping professional work in Europe. Notable in the European context is how the complex processes of European integration add new transnational dimensions to professional work. The emerging political, legal and economic regulation and governance at the transnational level gradually redraws social, cultural as well as geographical boundaries that reorder professional groups. Different professions encounter the challenges presented by the global age in diverse ways. Professions in business or politics, for instance, are heavily involved in the work of globalizing society and the processes of globalization, which in turn, directly restructures their institutions. In contrast, professions providing services historically perceived as public goods continue to be organized largely in the national frame. Yet, this type of professions is also affected by globalization, as the principles of global neo-liberal market economics are implemented on public management.  Similar influences also reshape the terms and conditions of cultural professions, as the logic of commercial service gradually affects all forms of professional work. 

The resulting challenges for the sociology of professions are manifold. First, ‘top-down’ analyses can shed light to how intergovernmental policy processes, the actions of international trade organizations as well as the practices of transnational firms contribute to emerging transnational forms of professional work. A related theme is the emergence of transnational professional associations. Second, ‘bottom-up’ scholarship holds the potential to examine micro-level social transformations of professional work associated with the international migration flows of professionals and other forces contributing to transnationalization of work. Furthermore, a third possible line of scholarship can study the role of expert knowledge and experts in the creation of new frames and boundaries, as exemplified by the making of ‘European society’. Sociological analysis can, for instance, explore the diverse new and remade forms of expertise as well as the roles of professionals as risk managers, ‘knowledge brokers’ et cetera, in the diverse processes involved in the reframing of ‘society’.

Possible session foci addressing the above-described complex social trends include:

· Professionalism and the reframing of institutions: new ties and old tensions

· The formation of professions revisited: emergent professional groups

· Changing cultures of professional work

· Professionalism and the dynamics of jurisdictional expansions: geographical, contextual and substantive issues

· 'Risk managers' and 'knowledge brokers': professional knowledge in organizations

· Professionalism and consumerism: challenging power regimes? 

· Professions on the move: migration and flexibility

· Rethinking social inequalities and professions: gender, ethnicity and class

· Professions in comparative perspective: new and existing concepts

· The professions in international perspective: changes and continuities

· Careers and professional paths 

· Changing professional skills and competence 

· Upsetting the health professional workforce: collaborative care and professional boundaries – joint session with RN16 "Sociology of Health and Illness"

We invite papers addressing these and other issues related to changes in professionalism and professional groups either in a single country or occupation or in a comparative perspective. We especially encourage submissions from PhD students.

The deadline for submitting an abstract of no more than 250 words is 31 January 2009. If your abstract is accepted, full papers must be submitted by 15 August 2009 at the latest. Please visit the ESA website http://www.europeansociology.org where information on the 9th ESA Conference is available, including further instructions on abstract submission. 

Contact:

Sirpa Wrede, Email: sirpa.wrede@helsinki.fi

Ellen Kuhlmann, Email: e.c.kuhlmann@bath.ac.uk
N)  Transformations and Challenges in health and health care across Europe’s borders: 9th Conference of the European Sociological Association European Society or European Societies? Lisbon, 2-5 September 2009
European health and health care systems are experiencing complex transformations and in some countries, these health care systems have undergone extensive and varied reforms. Some of these reforms have created greater social inequalities and generated controversy among government officials, policy makers, health care workers and citizens. With increasing economic insecurity and the growth of ‘disaster capitalism’, health is a sought after commodity. A sociological analysis in this area explores the impact of current social changes on European health and healthcare and recent developments in health care policy. This sort of analysis addresses the implications for those living in European countries and offers new approaches to understanding the transformations and challenges in health and health care.  The task of the sociologist is to bear witness to these complexities and to document them critically.  

Our Research Network invites papers that deal with the following themes and we particularly welcome papers offering a comparative perspective:
· Politics of health care in Europe

· Health and migration in a European context

· Disasters in the context of health and illness in Europe 
· Challenges in reproductive health

· Mental health issues in Europe
· Patterning of health and disease in Europe
· Social aspects of death and dying
· Emotions and health

· The body in health and illness

· Inequalities and social divisions in European health: class, race, ethnicity and gender

· Formal health care organisation and delivery of health care in Europe

· Complementary and alternative medicine 

· Biomedicine and ethics 

· Public and environmental health risks 

· Development of new medical technologies in European health care

· Disabilities in the context of health and health care

· Substance abuse and addictions in a European context 

· Upsetting the health professional workforce: collaborative care and professional boundaries – joint session with RN19 "Sociology of Professions"

We invite papers addressing these and other issues related to sociology of health and illness. We especially encourage submissions from PhD students.

The deadline for submitting an abstract of no more than 250 words is 31 January 2009. If your abstract is accepted, full papers must be submitted by 15 August 2009 at the latest. Please visit the ESA website http://www.europeansociology.org where information on the 9th ESA Conference is available, including further instructions on abstract submission. (Please do not submit abstracts to RN Co-ordinator.) RN Co-ordinator: Elizabeth Ettorre Email: E.Ettorre@liverpool.ac.uk
O)  “Social Inequalities and Migration in Post-Communist Societies - Searching for Positive Identity of Central and Eastern European Sociology”. Poznań, Poland; 21st -22nd  September 2009
Social Inequalities and Migration in Post-Communist Societies - Searching for Positive Identity of Central and Eastern European Sociology”. It will be held on 21-22 September 2009 in Poznań, Poland. 

More information can also be found at http://www.psa.amu.edu.pl/index.php?p=8.
P) Music & Migration: University of Southampton: 15th -17th October 2009.

This conference will explore the relationship between music and migration by providing new insights into the creative practices and life-stories of migrant artists across the globe. A core theme of the conference will be the motivations and experiences of migrant musicians who leave, return, stay or move beyond their localities. Through the focus on such specific groups of migrants the conference aims to throw light on their identifications in their artistic and every-day lives. Past and on-going research shows that patterns of migration are clearly linked to transnational networks. By focusing on the role of migrant musicians within such networks, this conference seeks to analyse and understand the extent to which musicians’ networks may or may not be special cases within migration studies. We suggest that artists who create or enter such networks may follow a different logic of translocal and transnational links than is normally associated with migration research on music. Thus we aim to widen the scope from 'bi-focal', ethnically and spatially defined communities in sending and originating countries to more complex flows and the networking of individuals. Whilst recently there has been a plethora of research which theorises networks and flows in migration studies, little empirical research has as yet emerged which studies these in closer detail. We therefore welcome contributions which explore artists’ transnational networks and movements both empirically and theoretically. We expect to highlight the role of highly visible cultural hubs and all they have to offer to migrant musicians in terms of cultural infrastructure whilst not neglecting the role that less visible cities play in the re-directing of artistic energy. We therefore hope to include discussions of well-established musical networks as well as interconnections with those emerging from musical industries in so-called sending countries. We also seek to further understanding and debate on the interconnection between migrant musicians and the socio-political engagement of associations within civil society, thus evaluating their impact

on a variety of cultural, social, political factors within countries of settlement and origin. The conference will have both a theoretical and an empirical focus. It will be a forum for interdisciplinary debate and will appeal to colleagues working across the Humanities and Social Sciences. The conference delegates will also include musicians, media, cultural industries’ and cultural policy representatives who will take part in a specially convened stakeholder panel discussion.

Keynote speakers:

Professor Nina Glick-Schiller, University of Manchester

Professor Philip Bohlman, University of Chicago

Suggested themes for academic papers include (non-exhaustive list):

Transnational musicians’ networks

Musical experiences of diaspora

Global and local music industries

Return migration and ‘emergent’ cultural hubs

Migration routes that by-pass well-established (e.g. post-colonial) pathways

Identity/identities

Texts/musical genre/aesthetics/ multimodality

Local and global cultural hubs

Migrant and post-migrant cultural production

Relationships between artistic and socio-political engagement

Cultural policy

Historical perspectives on musical culture transfer

The conference is organised by the University of Southampton (Modern Languages, Music)

and the University of Aberdeen in collaboration with the Turner Sims Concert Hall,

Southampton. It is the final conference of a 3-year research project funded by the UK Arts and Humanities Research Council programme Diaspora, Migration, Identities: ‘Diaspora as Social and Cultural Practice: a Study of Transnational Networks across Europe and Africa’

www.tnmundi.com. The conference is the third of three events arising from the project. The first event, ‘Musics of Madagascar: South < > North Crossroads?’ took place in Antananarivo, Madagascar on 16-17 November, 2007 and the second event, ‘Music and Migration: North African Artists’ Networks across Europe and Africa’ will take place in Rabat, Morocco on 13-14 November 2008.

The conference forms part of a week’s innovative cultural activities to be held at the University of Southampton in conjunction with the City of Southampton and Black History Month. The weeklong series of events will start with a lunchtime concert by the acclaimed ‘Madagascar AllStars’, at the Turner Sims Concert Hall on 12 October 2009. On the 13 and 14 October, musicians of Malagasy and North African origin who are based in Europe and Africa will be engaged in creative outreach sessions with local Southampton schools and on the 15 October, the conference will be officially opened with a special concert which will bring together Malagasy and North African musicians in a one-off public performance at the Turner Sims Concert Hall.

We welcome submissions to present papers (20 minutes plus 10 minutes for questions) on the conference themes. Your paper might present some empirical findings, a theoretical review, critique and new argument; it might consist of a textual analysis, raise provocative questions or analyse one case, site or context. Abstracts of no more than 300 words should be submitted to Ulrike Meinhof uhm@soton.ac.uk; Nadia Kiwan n.kiwan@abdn.ac.uk and Marie-Pierre Gibert marie.gibert@soton.ac.uk by December 4, 2008 including full contact details for all authors.

3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

1.     Foundation for the Sociology of Health and Illness Awards: 

The Foundation is again offering the following awards:

*
Two 1+3yrs medical sociology PhD studentships worth £44k (£8k pa student stipend; £3k pa fees) for would-be supervisors to apply for by the end of January

*
Research Initiation Grants of up to £10k for piloting/meetings/travel/lit-reviews leading up to applications to major funders for medical sociological research

*
Postgrad student travel grants of up to £750 to present medical sociology papers at international conferences

*
Up to £2k support for medical sociology symposia and workshops and up to £15k support for a workshop series 

 Further details from the website: www.shifoundation.org.uk
<http://www.shifoundation.org.uk/> 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2.     Free Full text access to socINDEX for 30 days
We have free full text access to socINDEX for 30 days (see message below for username and password). I have applied for this free trial to assess the demand from BSA members for this service. It is the sort of thing you'd get if you were a member of staff or a student at a University and many of you have probably used it before.

Please let me know what you think because if I get no response about it then I can only assume there is no interest and the BSA won't consider buying it and sociologists outside academia will continue to have the problem of no digital library access:  mailto:annika.coughlin@googlemail.com.


best wishes

Annika

Thank you for your interest in EBSCO Publishing's databases.  The following provides login information and other details for the EBSCO database trial that you requested. The trial runs for 30 days, please feel free to distribute username and password to your fellow colleagues for their review.
	To Login to the Free Trial:

	Go to:
	http://trial.ebscohost.com

	User Id:
	social

	Password:
	trial08


The following databases are available as part of this trial.  Please click the hyperlinks below for the database description, title coverage list, and other pertinent information for each database.

	•     SocINDEX with Full Text


If you have any questions or should need additional information, please contact me at your earliest convenience.  I look forward to your feedback.
4.  Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for Journal submissions

1. Call For Papers:  ENQUIRE: 3rd Issue

Winter 2009; Theme for the 3rd issue: Narrating Women's Experiences

ENQUIRE aims to be established as a high quality online journal for the Social Sciences which provides an encouraging and exciting space for academic research from the UK and world-wide. We also hope to fill a gap in the Postgraduate Research world by providing a critical, high quality-oriented but nevertheless supportive and motivating procedure for publications by postgraduate students, post-doctoral students and early career academics.

In this 3rd issue of ENQUIRE we ask authors to explore the various ways that women engage in narrative practices. Feminist discourse recognizes the importance of narrative in the shaping of women's lives- we use narrative to understand our life worlds and to make sense of the everyday. The way we talk about and recount our experiences impacts on how we see ourselves and how we negotiate our identities in society.  We ask authors to engage with the concept of narrative and how this relates to women's experiences.

Following on from the first issue on 'Methodologies and Methods: Variations on a Theme', we also invite authors to reflect on the nature of the research process and to stimulate debate and discussion on how narrative practices have been used by researchers to explore these understandings.  We ask authors to explore the bounded nature of the research process, and provide illuminations from their own experiences of using narrative research techniques, or listening to research participants' narratives.

Suggested topics include, but are not limited to:

    * How do narratives impact on women's negotiation of their identity? (i.e. their sexual identity, embodied identity, gendered identity, ethnic/racial identity, etc.)
    * To what extent has feminist discourse informed theoretical debates about narrative?
    * How do feminist methodologies and methods push research boundaries? (i.e. the use of narratives in the research process, memory-work, auto-ethnography, life-stories, etc.)
    * How does narrative impact the field work experiences? (i.e. the use of diaries in the field)

Closing date for submissions:

21st November 2008

Papers should be no more than 8,000 words in length, including appendices, tables, and references.

Detailed guidelines for authors can be found on the ENQUIRE website at: www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire

If you wish to discuss a proposed paper with the editorial team prior to submission, please contact us on: Enquire@nottingham.ac.uk
5.  Other News

** Launch of “AN EVENING WITH….” seminar series.  Hosted by the PGF and the British Library, this seminar series is designed to provide postgraduates with the chance to meet established and well-respected sociologists in an informal, friendly and interactive setting.  The series kicks off on Monday 3rd November with Professor Angela McRobbie and she will be discussing the theories and concepts behind her forthcoming book entitled “The aftermath of Feminism: Gender, Culture and Social Change”.  Places are limited and this inaugural seminar is now fully booked.   The next seminar will be hosted by Professor Anthony Heath of University of Oxford at the British Library on Monday 8th December.  Details can be found on the PGF pages of the BSA website ** 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter:  The newsletter is distributed on the 1st of every month, therefore submission deadlines are the 25th of the preceeding month.  

( Don't want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events? 
All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/ForthcomingEvents.htm 

( For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at: 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/ 

( Check out the ‘PGF Corner’ in ‘Network’ for all Postgrad related news and reviews
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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