British Sociological Association Conference Student Artwork Competition: Call for Submissions

Students are invited to explore the themes of the 2008 Annual Conference through the production of video and still photographic images intended for display at the conference. A selection of the submissions will be exhibited in the main conference venue at the Mead Gallery, University of Warwick. £500 in prize money has been donated by the Reinvention Centre. Submissions should address and illuminate the conference theme, ‘Social Worlds, Natural Worlds’. 
Prize money of £500 has been donated by the Reinvention Centre as part of its work to promote the integration of student research into the undergraduate curriculum. A much larger selection of entries will be displayed at the Conference. The panel of judges for the competition will include the following:

The themes of the conference and competition 
A key aim of the conference is to explore the social implications of recent developments that challenge once taken-for-granted boundaries between the natural and the social. For instance, the development of biotechnologies in the human sciences, agriculture and industries, changes in health care and the perils of global warming and other challenges to the environment are related to and in turn affect social, economic and political institutions and cultural practices. Such challenges and changes pose questions about how we should understand the relation between human society and the world of nature, as well as serious moral and political questions. Indeed, with the collapse of the nature/ culture binary opposition, we might ask whether the idea of a ‘world of nature’ as separate from culture is still tenable. 

Visual imagery responding to new challenges in the relation between natural and social worlds, and the ways it is imagined, will necessarily be diverse and multifaceted but might include, for instance, studies of the body and emotions that draw attention to the ways in which humans are of both culture and nature. Another area of emergent interest is how people relate to their immediate environments, and how they construct, experience or reshape the ‘natural world’ in different contexts. Work may address aspects of this relation in the past, in the present, or in an imagined future
Rationale for the Competition

The competition seeks to stimulate thinking about the possibilities of using digital visual media to capture or re-imagine the changes that are taking place in the relation between social life and the natural world, and in people’s experience of them in everyday life. It aims to build on the increasing interest in visual sociology and debates about sociologists’ use of visual methods to document and analyse social processes and institutions. In addition, the competition hopes to highlight the importance of the creative arts in shaping our understanding of changes in the relationship between nature and society. 

In making their awards the panel of judges will prioritise entries that illuminate and enrich sociological understanding of the relation between the natural and the social. The panel will be looking for fresh and imaginative insights and will also be concerned with how well the entrants have been able to realise and communicate their ideas or present their evidence.  

Submissions

All entries should be accompanied by a paragraph of text describing the ideas the submission seeks to explore and how the work addresses the conference theme.The competition is open to all current undergraduate and postgraduate students studying at a recognised institution of higher education, in Britain or elsewhere. Entrants need not be studying sociology as part of their course of study. The winner will be announced at the conference and the successful entrants informed by email and post. 
Photographs and videos must be submitted by post on CD or DVD. Three CDs or DVDs should be submitted, so that one copy can be sent to each of the judges.  Up to ten still photographs that form part of a single study may be submitted. The submission of artwork such as photographs of installations or ‘live art’ performances is also welcome. Entries will be returned only if accompanied by a self-addressed, postage- paid envelope of suitable size. Entries should be postmarked by 31 January 2008 and sent to: BSA Student Competition, c/o Dr Carol Wolkowitz, Department of Sociology, University of Warwick, Coventry, CV4 7AL

Any questions about the competition, please contact Dr Carol Wolkowitz, at the address above, or by email at C.Wolkowitz@warwick.ac.uk
The sponsor of the competition prize, the Reinvention Centre for Undergraduate Research, is a collaborative Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning based at Warwick University and the University of Oxford Brookes. The Reinvention Centre works to integrate research-based learning into the undergraduate curriculum.
Elizabeth Chaplin is a leading sociologist in the field of visual sociology, whose work includes Sociology and Visual Representation (Routledge 1994) and ethnographic projects utilising her own photographs.





Kate Soper is Professor in Humanities, Arts and Languages at London Metropolitan University. Her books include What is Nature?: Culture, Politics and the Non-Human (Blackwell 1995) and her research interests include theories of needs and consumption and environmental philosophy and aesthetics of nature.





Ray Pahl is Visiting Research Professor at the Institute of Social Research at University of Essex, Professor Emeritus, University of Kent, and Honorary Visiting Professor, University of Keele. His books include After Success: Fin-de-Siecle Anxiety and Identity (Polity Press 1995).








