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Welcome to the July edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list; details of forthcoming events; a call for notification for future events and PhD funding opportunities.

Lara, Kerrin, Ruth & Sam





PGF Convenors

At-a-glance contents:

1. Details of forthcoming events

2. Funding opportunities

3. Student placement opportunity

4. Call for notification of future events

Details of forthcoming events:

Events are listed in chronological order:

a)   'War and our World', University of Manchester, 19-21 July 2007 

b)   Sex/Life/Politics, Loughborough University, 3-4 Sept 2007,

c)   Geographies of Children, Youth and Families, University of

      Reading, Sep 17-18 2007
d)   Thinking Through Relationality conference, University of

      Manchester, 19 Sept 2007 

e)   European Course in Advanced Statistics, Grenoble, France,

      Sept 24-28 2007
f)   Terrorism and Migration, University of Southampton, Nov 17th
      18th, 2007

g) 5-day Intensive BNIM Short Courses, London, Nov 2007 &

      March 2008 
h)   Cinema and Modernism, Oxford University, 28-30 March 2008 
i)    Singing Europe, Athens, 29 Feb-2 March 2008
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a) WAR AND OUR WORLD: An International Conference, University of Manchester, 19-21 July 2007 

The University of Manchester is committed to promoting informed debate on the major issues of our time. One of the most pressing issues concerns the changing nature and consequences of war. Today's news media are full of stories of war, the sources of armed conflict and its impact on individuals and societies. The international conference, War and our World, provides an opportunity to address this recurrent feature of human society. Our plenary speakers reflect the interdisciplinary focus of this conference which brings together colleagues from the Arts, Development Studies, Social Sciences, Business, and Technology. Individual panels will provide a forum for established scholars and graduate students to interact.

Confirmed plenary speakers include: 

· Abdel-Rahman Ghandour, UNICEF in the Middle East; 

· Joanna Bourke, Professor of History at Birkbeck College; 

· Rony Brauman, former President of Medecins Sans Frontieres; 

· Urvashi Butalia, Feminist, activist and historian; 

· Marianne Elliot, Professor and Director of the Institute of Irish Studies at the University of Liverpool; 

· Anatol Lieven, Senior Research Fellow at the public policy institute, New American Foundation, Washington DC; 

· Chairs: Anna Ford, Co-Chancellor and Admiral Sir John Kerr, Pro-Chancellor, the University of Manchester.

The event is staged in partnership with the AHRC In Place of War project with a performance event in the John Thaw Studio on 18 July, with Passion Pit & Theatre Tours International whose World Premiere of ‘Child of Biafra’at the Contact Theatre will be peformed on 19 July with a discussion panel to follow, and the Imperial War Museum North, where a drinks reception will be held on the final day.

Please visit the website for booking and programme information http://www.manchester.ac.uk/warandourworld 

Email: wow@manchester.ac.uk 

Contact: Janet Meredith, Conference Administrator, School of Arts, Histories & Cultures 

Phone: +44 (0) 161 275 8950

For Biafra and In Place of War events please contact Ruth Daniel ruth.daniel@manchester.ac.uk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b) SEX/LIFE/POLITICS, Loughborough University, September 3-4 2007,

A conference sponsored by the RGS-IBG Space, Sexualities and Queer Working Group.  Keynote papers by Prof Diane Richardson (author of Rethinking Sexuality) and Michael Brown (author of Closet Space)

Please send abstracts to P.J.Hubbard@lboro.ac.uk by 15 July

Registration: £40 waged; £20 postgraduates and unwaged (includes lunch, refreshments and wine reception). 

Contact P.J.Hubbard@lboro.ac.uk for further details

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c) FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEOGRAPHIES OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES, University of Reading, September 17-18 2007

Theme: 'Disentangling the socio-spatial contexts of young people and/or their families'

Sponsored by: Geographies of Children, Youth and Families Working Group of the Royal Geographical Society/Institute of British Geographers

 
Confirmed keynote speakers include: 

Professor Stuart Aitken (University of San Diego, USA) 
Dr Sarah Holloway (Loughborough University, UK)
Professor Chris Philo (University of Glasgow, UK)
Professor Sue Ruddick (University of Toronto, Canada)  

Abstracts (maximum of 200 words) for paper or poster presentations should be sent to Louise Holt (L.Holt@Reading.ac.uk) by 1st August 2007.

There will be an early bird registration discount of £30 for delegates who register before 1st August.  Details of registration and the booking of accommodation will be available on the conference website soon http://www.gcyf.org.uk/events.html
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

d) THINKING THROUGH RELATIONALITY: Relationships, connectedness and social distance, University of Manchester, Wed 19 September 2007, 10.30-4pm

Registration is now open for the next Morgan Centre conference, which will
be on the theme of Relationality. This theme is becoming more important in
thinking about how people connect with each other and in how they construct
meaning in everyday exchanges and decisions. Relationality has connectedness as its starting point and so takes a different approach to that adopted by individualisation theorists. This conference explores how these ideas may be used in a number of areas and will consider the value and the limitations of this kind of approach.

Speakers:
Rachel Thomson (Open University) 'Thinking Intergenerationally: Motherhood,
relations and relationality'
Brian Heaphy (University of Manchester) 'Relationalities, Reflexivity and
Friendship'
Sally Sheldon (University of Kent) 'Fatherhood, Relationality and Law'
Wendy Bottero (University of Manchester) 'Relationality and Social Distance'

Conference fees are £30 (full) or £15 (concession), payable in advance.
Places are limited and early booking is recommended.

Registration and full details: 

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/morgancentre/events/2007/relationality/ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

e) EUROPEAN COURSES in ADVANCED STATISTICS (ECAS), 11th course in the ECAS Programme, Grenoble, France, September 24-28 2007

Call for Applications
 
Topic of course: STRUCTURAL EQUATION MODELS (SEM).

Deadline for application has been delayed to July 15th.
 
The ECAS 2007 session will give a general overview of the methodological and theoretical aspects of SEM, in the case of numerical variables (normal distribution or else) as well as categorical and ordinal cases.  Most recent developments will be considered, and the PLS approach will receive attention, for models integrating formative as well as reflective constructs.
The audience of this ECAS Session are PhD students, substantive researchers, and methodologists in Marketing, in the economics, the social and the behavioural sciences, as well as biometricians and statisticians with interests in structural equation modelling.  It is assumed that the participants benefit of a good background in statistics up to and including multivariate analysis, and have been exposed to matrix algebra. Participants will learn modelling real data - eventually on their own WIFI compatible laptop - but no previous acquaintance with one of the currently available software packages in Structural Equation Modelling is required.

Lecturers:

*  K. Bollen, Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, USA
*  I. Moustaki, Athenes Univ. of Economics and Business, Greece
*  J. Arbuckle, Temple Univ. , USA
*  M. Tenenhaus, HEC Business School, Jouy-en-Josas, France
*  P. Valette-Florence, IAE, Univ. Grenoble 2, France
*  V. E. Vinzi, ESSEC Business School, Paris, France.
 
All lectures will be given in English; work material will also be in English.

Further information is available on the web site:
http://web.upmf-grenoble.fr/labsad/pages/ecas2007


-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

f) TERRORISM AND MIGRATION, a two-day Interdisciplinary Conference at the School of Humanities, University of Southampton, November 17th-18th, 2007

Contemporary anxieties about terrorism in the mainstream media and politics have clearly articulated the war against terrorism and the struggle for global security to the control of immigration, as well as the criminalisation of Islam. As A. Sivanandan has argued in a recent article, ‘the war on asylum and the war on terror […] have converged to produce a racism which cannot tell a settler from an immigrant, an immigrant from an asylum speaker, an asylum speaker from a Muslim, a Muslim from a terrorist’.  In response to the conflation of discourses of counter-terrorism, global security and the control of migration, this conference invites papers from any area of the humanities and the social sciences that are related to the following topics:

·     Terrorism and Migration in Literature, Film, Visual Art and Music

·     Histories of migration, immigration law and political sovereignty

·     Migration, Terrorism and the State of Emergency

·     Ethnographies of migration and terrorism

·     Terrorism, Migration and the Public Sphere

·     Asylum, Imperialism and War

Confirmed Speakers include: Margaret Scanlan, Elleke Boehmer, Ranjana Khanna, David Glover and Matthew Gibney.

Please submit a 200-300 word abstract via email or post to the address below by September 1st, 2007:

Sandy White

English, School of Humanities

University of Southampton

Southampton

S017 1BJ

E-mail: sw17@soton.ac.uk 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

g)  5-day Intensive BNIM Short Courses, Muswell Hill, London N10

Biographic-Narrative-Interpretive Method (BNIM) - 5 days for 6 people, one of the following 

Either:  8th- 9th, 12th-15th November 2007 or 13th-14th, 17th-19th March 2008

Summary 
Designed for PhD students and professional researchers, the course provides a thorough training in doing BNIM biographic narrative interviews, together with 'hands-on experience' of following BNIM interpretation procedures.  Students develop a sense of how their own research projects might use such aspects and components. The cost is £600 if paid in full 5-6 weeks in advance, i.e. by October 1st. or February 1st 2008.  If paid later, the cost is £700. Taught by Prue Chamberlayne and Tom Wengraf in Muswell Hill, North London, the course's small number of students ensures close coaching and support for the intensive work that is needed for you to fully acquire both the understanding of principles and the practical capacity for proceeding with the systematic practices involved in BNIM - usable both for BNIM and  for other types of  narrative interviewing and interpretation.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

h)  CINEMA AND MODERNISM, Feminism and Popular Culture Conference, Oxford University, 28th-30th March 2008 


Call for Papers


Keynote Speakers:
David Trotter, Cambridge University
Laura Marcus, University of Sussex
Michael North, UCLA
Mary Ann Doane, Brown University

With new excavations in cinema history, and with the resurgence of modernist
studies, the question of the relationship between cinema and modernism has
become pressing. Recent work has shown that permutations of the 'movies and modernism' question are still fluctuating. This conference will explore a wide range of this question's formulations:

To what extent was cinema precipitative of the modernism in any of the arts?
Can modernism be defined as a collection of deliberate cineastes? What form of cinema was modernism a response to? Can cinema's influences be distinguished from those of visual culture in general? Were modernists already modernists when their work became stained 'cinematic'? Was modernist film-making revolutionary or a mere continuation of existing pedestrian approaches to film- making? Does modernist film-making still exist? Can modernist writing on cinema be seen as either part of a removal from mass culture or an embedding in it? Is the gender of cinema just one aspect of modernism's gender complex? Do the sensory alterations occasioned by nineteenth-century visual culture show the modernist self to be extant well before the emergence of cinema? How has modernism's place in the origins of film theory influenced the way we think about the relationship between the arts and film? Is realism in cinema equivalent to modernism in the existing arts? Were the cultural practices of the cinema produced by the same historical forces that also generated modernism? How have orthodoxies on the relationship between the two changed during the last ninety years?

Ways of asking the 'cinema and modernism' question might include, but are not limited to:
- Cinema as one of modernism's causes
- 'Cinematicity' inside and outside modernism
- Cinematic and modernist world views as products of an earlier cause
- Modernist writing on film
- Modernist film
- Realism and modernism across media forms
- Film adaptations of modernist works
- The history of literature and film scholarship

Please send 300-word abstracts to Andrew Shail (andrew.shail@st-annes.ox.ac.uk) by 1st September 2007. 

http://fempopcult.ncl.ac.uk
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
i)  SINGING EUROPE: Spectacle and Politics in the Eurovision Song Contest, Athens, Greece, 29 February - 2 March 2008
Call for Papers:

Beyond a musical happening which appears to ‘unite European people’ via music, the Eurovision song contest, both as a spectacle and as a performative event, allegorically represents the idea of ‘Europe’. Ever since its early years, the contest has become a symbolic realm for performing European identities and re-making European selves. Singing and dancing Europe enacts an interplay of tropes of being local and/or European, while providing an arena for old and new states to imagine their pasts, portray their presents and envision futures. The politics of representation in Eurovision (from the 1960s up to today) may be understood, therefore, in the light of the broader geo-political changes, cultural anxieties and power games defining Europe and the world.

The conference is organized by the Department of History, Archaeology and Social Anthropology of the University of Thessaly (Volos, Greece) in association with the Benaki Museum (Athens, Greece).

Abstracts (up to 300 words) should be submitted by 15 September 2007 to Dafni Tragaki. Author’s full name and institutional affiliation should be included. Authors will be notified of acceptance by mid-October 2007.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2.  Funding Opportunity

Using moving image archives in academic research 

 Applications are invited from doctoral students registered at U.K.
universities in film/television/media/cultural studies, history, American
Studies, architecture, anthropology and other relevant disciplines for an
Arts and Humanities Research Council sponsored collaborative doctoral
training programme on using moving image archives and archival materials in
academic research.

Leading academics, together with representatives from the BFI National
Archive, the Imperial War Museum, The British Universities Film and Video
Council, the Media Archive of Central England, the national film archives of
Wales and Scotland, the Broadway Media Centre and others will deliver
training events between November 2007 and December 2008. Students can be linked to an archive/institution appropriate to their research. Bursaries
are available to defray the costs of travel and accommodation.

We will welcome applications from anyone pursuing doctoral research using
moving image materials. 

For more information see the website at:
www.ucl.ac.uk/filmstudies/movingimagearchives 
To apply contact Professor Roberta Pearson at the University of Nottingham 
(Roberta.pearson@nottingham.ac.uk) and Dr Lee Grieveson at University
College London (l.grieveson@ucl.ac.uk).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  Student Placement Opportunity

ESRC National Centre for Research Methods, Methods for Research Synthesis Node

STUDENT PLACEMENT SCHEME

The student placement scheme aims to provide: (i) paid work with practical experience of aspects of systematic research synthesis methods; (ii) practical assistance to the MRS and associated programmes.

The NCRM MRS Project is offering:

*     A set of student placements consisting of work alongside Social Science Research Unit (SSRU) staff on current EPPI-Centre research projects.
*     A named project manager responsible for providing direction and care during the placement.
*     Between 20 and 30 days work, as a temporary researcher, at 7 hours per day and salaried at £13.50 per hour (work would usually be spread over two or three days a week).

The Methods for Research Synthesis programme

Before undertaking any new policy, practice, or research or before making any other decisions, it can be useful to find out what is already known about an issue. This knowledge may include the findings of research studies. In order to make sense of such research evidence, we need methods of assessing and synthesising research. Many such methods are currently being developed for all types of research. The Methods for Research Synthesis (MRS) Programme of the ESRC's National Centre for Research Methods (NCRM) <http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/>  works with others to build upon existing approaches to research synthesis to build an integrating framework that accommodates diverse types of information and research.

The MRS student placements scheme is designed to increase capacity in the area of research synthesis as well as to contribute to the development of substantive and methodological work on research synthesis at the EPPI-Centre at SSRU, Institute of Education, London.

Visiting Students will undertake paid work alongside research staff on current projects to accrue practical experience of funded projects. The placements will be of particular interest to students taking the IoE's new MSc in Evidence for Public Policy and Practice for the academic sessions 2006-7 and 2007-8 (start dates in January and October).

Selection criteria - Candidates will need to:

*     Be registered for a postgraduate qualification at UK Higher Education Institution;
*     Have an undergraduate degree (2nd class or higher), preferably in the social sciences;
*     Have some experience of research or some research methods training;
*     Demonstrate an interest in the use of research evidence for policy and practice and knowledge of a range of approaches to research;
*     Demonstrate a commitment to furthering research methods in the social sciences;
*     Demonstrate a commitment to work at SSRU, within SSRU's and the Institute of Education's policies and procedures.

Application process

Candidates will be interviewed in person at the SSRU in London. 

Your application should include the following:

1.      Name and full contact details;
2.      A short statement (maximum 2 sides of A4) explaining: i) how you meet each of the above selection criteria; ii) how you think the placement could further your interests and skills;
3.      The preferred length and timing of the placement (final details will be determined after informal consultations with NCRM MRS project staff);
4.      Statements of support for the applicant from other individuals or groups (optional);
5.      Name and address details of two referees;
6.      A full Curriculum Vitae.

For further information please contact Karen Bird at the SSRU

Telephone: 020 7612 6397 or Email: k.bird@ioe.ac.uk

Or send your application to:

Dr Karen Bird,
Social Science Research Unit
Institute of Education
18 Woburn Square
London
WC1H ONR

http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4.   Call for notification of future events:

Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email: 

Lara (l.killick@lboro.ac.uk)

Kerrin (kerrin.clapton@blueyonder.co.uk)

Ruth (R.Lewis@ed.ac.uk) 

Sam (Samantha.Caslin@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk) 

and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter.

Don’t want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events?

All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at:

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/about/Postgraduate+Forum.htm
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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