AGEING, BODY AND SOCIETY STUDY GROUP 2007 – 2008 
1. Established: 2004; relaunch in 2008 
2. Current Membership Figure:  c.170 
3. SG Expenditure:
Nil per BSA records


    SG Income: Nil per BSA records
4. Aim/s of SG: 
To provide a forum for discussion and debate about the theoretical, empirical and policy/practice implications and ideas associated with the social, cultural and biological dimensions of our bodies as we grow older. 
5. Review of Year: 
The Study Group was relaunched this year with new co-convenors, Wendy Martin and Julia Twigg. This has been very successful and advertising the 2 events via appropriate mailing lists and websites has generated a great deal of interest and  approximately 80 – 90 new members have joined the study group (more than a 50% increase in size of the group). 

6. Key Activities during year 2008: 

There have been 2 events planned in 2008 – there was a methods workshop in April and we have organised a one day relaunch conference for June. The workshop in April was well attended (35 in total including a mixed group of academics, researchers, doctoral students and practitioners), with 6 engaging presentations and excellent discussion promoted throughout the day. Following a call for papers, 19 papers and 2 keynotes will be presented at the one day conference in June. This involves inter/national presenters, including doctoral students, practitioners, researchers and academics. Over 50 participants have already registered for the conference. Both events have been supported by RETF funding from the University of Reading. 

7. Concluding Remarks:

The study group will have an annual meeting during the one day conference in June to decide on future events and the focus of the study group. More events will be organised for 2009. The possibility of publications from the workshop and the one day conference are being considered. Updates will be available on the website. 
8. Convenor/s Name/s:
Dr Wendy Martin (University of Reading)
Professor Julia Twigg (University of Kent) 

9. Contact  E-mail: 

w.p.martin@reading.ac.uk 

j.m.twigg@kent.ac.uk 
10. SG weblink: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/specialisms/AgeingBodyandSociety.htm
