Report of the BSA Sociology of Rights Study Group

This Group was convened in 2007 with the mandate to bring together those academics interested in the study of rights from a sociological perspective. There are now more than 30 participants whose interests include for example: theories of rights, indigenous peoples, women's rights, social movements, transnational organisations, security and surveillance, development, conflict and divided societies, migration and environmental rights. 
 

The aims of the group are:
1.      To ensure a presence at BSA Conferences and events through establishing a sociology of rights stream

2.      To create an online community that can share information on developments in the field, job opportunities and forthcoming conferences

3.      To open up opportunities to promote the discipline of sociology and rights within universities that have a human rights focus  

4.      To create links with other disciplines working in the field of human rights (for example law, politics and philosophy).  

5.      To communicate activities regularly to the BSA so that new people entering the field are aware of the group
Since its formation, the group has principally been an online community via a google group that has communicated and shared information about conferences, events, publications and published papers in the field of interest. As convener I am supported by three other members of the group in the administration and coordination, although this as yet has been limited. 
This month, the group intends to propose a rights based theme for inclusion at the 2009 BSA Annual Conference (as requested), and also to take the opportunity to convene its first meeting in parallel with the conference. A formal proposal for a stream at the conference will be submitted by the due date as requested following consultation with group members. We hope that this will be the opportunity to expand the group and work towards more regular events.
