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Farewell to Work?

The project combines the history of ideas with social theory, and could also be said to relate to the emerging discipline of utopian studies. This research looks at how the "end of work" thesis has developed, from the utopian socialists of the early industrial period such as Fourier, through Marx, and on into the 21st century via Critical theorists like Marcuse, and the reinterpretations of Andre Gorz. Marx is an important turning point, and like many works of social theory, this research certainly constitutes an engagement with Marx and Marxism. More originally however, the work will look at the question of how continuing calls for the end, or radical transformation of work, represent a response to the development of Marxist thought in the face of socio-historical change.

But what do we mean by "the end of work"? This is something that different commentators have interpreted in different ways, but relates essentially to the idea that technological advancement in industrial society continually reduces the amount of actual labour required from human individuals. Yet in advanced capitalist societies such as Britain, people appear to be working ever longer hours; why is this? Answering this question (and others) involves an exploration of issues of history, politics, ideology, political economy, social philosophy, and personal identity. 

In the course of my research I have also engaged with the conceptual position of work within wider sociological discourse, particularly in the context of debates around consumerism and the supposed decline in the ontological significance of work. 

I have also examined the way changing social conditions in Britain and America since 1929 have influenced the way less various more mainstream commentators think about the future of work, and how this compares with radical analyses. This exploration will be published in the journal Futures.

The thesis is nearing completion and I expect to submit during September 2007.

