SOCIOLOGISTS OUTSIDE ACADEMIA (SOA)
Annual Review 2009 (looking back at 2009)
Established:
  2006
Membership:  391 (increase of 330 since 2008)
New Co-Convenor Tiffany Jenkins
During 2009, Julie Cappleman-Morgan took a minor role as co-convenor for the group due to other commitments. In the autumn of 2009 a third co-convenor, Tiffany Jenkins was appointed.

 “I am director of the arts and society programme at the Institute of Ideas. and a committee member of the Battle of Ideas. I organise public discussions and private seminars on contemporary issues, bringing together artists, authors, academics, journalists, scientists, and the public, to address complex ideas with a broad public. I hope to be able to contribute to the group by promoting the role sociologists can play in the public sphere and in communicating the work of our discipline beyond the university.”
 
Increase in numbers
After the BSA membership database audit which was conduced in the summer of 2009, we have now increased membership of our group from approx 60 people to 391 members. Most of these are current BSA members so SOA is an important group in terms of retention and member services.
 
Themed issues of newsletter and public events
To reflect the diversity within the group our newsletters and to use Tiffany’s contacts, from 2010, SOA newsletter called ‘Sociology for All’ will be themed issues. Future editions will be to do with sociology and the Arts, disability, Politics (NGOs, campaigners, elections etc), corporate sociologists. We would also like to hold themed events around these issues in collaboration with other groups within the BSA: ECF/PGF plus external organisations using Tiffany’s expertise here. We produced 2 editions of our newsletter in 2009, one in the Summer and one in the Winter. All our news can be read in more detail in our newsletters.
 
Presence in Network and Facebook
In 2010 SOA will have a regular slot in Network. We will also have a Facebook group linking up with the existing BSA/PGF/ECF ones.
 
International collaboration
Sociology at Work is TASA’s new applied sociology website which is now live. They are putting together a journal/newsletter called ‘Working Notes,’ where there will be a mixture of peer reviewed articles as well as news, member profiles, articles and more to do with applied sociology. SOA members will contribute to this. Dr. Zuleyka Zavellos, a social scientist working for the Australian government is the convenor of TASA’s Applied Sociology group is leading this. All about raising status/awareness of sociology.
http://www.sociologyatwork.org
 
All of the above activities fit in with our aims, which are to:
 
       Strengthen the idea that we are first and foremost sociologists regardless of our circumstances.
       Raise the profile and value of sociologists largely outside the academy (including postgraduate students who may not wish to, or are unable to remain in the academy).
       Raise the status of sociological work undertaken beyond an academic context.
       Raise awareness of the support needed by sociologists outside of academia.
 
More member involvement
SOA has encouraged increased involvement from its members for the running and directing of the group. We have enlisted the help of a SOA member to help with the new newsletter format. We also have volunteers to help with future event planning.

Meetings and Annual conference 2009

In 2009, we didn’t manage to host a SOA meeting as we did in 2007 and 2008 as most of the convenors time was organising and coordinating the increased membership. But this is something we plan to do for 2010.

SOA had a presence in the Cardiff conference. And wish to again in the 2010 conference. It has been decided that for the 2011 conference we will host a stream or event of some sort.

