BSA Postgraduate Forum News – January 2006

Gender and National Identity in Film and Television: A Postgraduate One-day Conference

The University of East Anglia, Norwich, UK.  

Conference date: Friday, June 23, 2006

This conference seeks postgraduates and new scholars researching, historicizing, and theorizing the intersection of gender and nation in film and television. The intersection of these two discourses is our focus but we are interested also in papers that consider the relationship of gender and nation within the frame of other film and television studies topics.  Essays with an interdisciplinary framework are welcome.  Topics may include (but are not limited to) the following:

· How do we quantify or theorize transnational reception of the gendered text?

· The "unruly" ethnic/sexual/class gender identity in fictions of national identity

· The conjunction of gender and class in the configuration/presentation of a national identity

· How do ideas of nationhood inscribe themselves onto the gendered body of the citizen?

· How do representations of the national and gender co-opt or elide the subaltern/subcultural?

· How does the subaltern/subcultural (particularly as it is inflected by gender and sexuality) use and/or pose as the national?

· How is the post-national gendered?

· The transmediation of gender and the nation between film and television (or between film/tv and other types of texts)

· Hollywood as the "unmarked" national cinema and its relationship with gender

· Hollywood and the representation of the national and gendered "other"

· Gender and the authorship or production of the national film and television text

· Gender, genre and national identity

· The politics of feminism in the national context and the national politics of feminism

· The centrality of the family in national identity and the construction of gendered kinship roles

Other key words:

Post-colonialism, Immigration, Diaspora, (imagined) Community, Expatriates, History/Memory, Language, Borders/ frontiers, Globalization, Femininity, Masculinity, Performativity, Sexuality, The Body, Public/Private.
Additional speakers:

Professor Andrew Higson

Professor Yvonne Tasker

Please email 250 word abstracts with your name and affiliation to both Shelley Cobb (s.cobb@uea.ac.uk) and Sarah Godfrey (s.godgrey@uea.ac.uk) by February 25, 2006. Please feel free to email with inquiries.
GENDERFUL EXPERIENCES

Conference Date: May 25/26, 2006
CALL FOR PAPERS
Deadline for Proposals: 15 February 2006

-We had the experience but missed the meaning.- T. S. Eliot, Four Quartets (1941)

Experience is defined as a - direct participation or observation of events - which results in a production of knowledge. This experience can be encountered by an individual, community or nation.

In this regard, postgraduate students Vasuki Shanmuganathan and Claire Harnett-Mann from Interdisciplinary Gender Studies at the University of Birmingham are organising, 25 - 26 May 2006 in the Learning Centre UG05, a conference for postgraduate students of humanities and social sciences on issues relating to the study of gender. Titled -Genderful Experiences,- in reference to the interacting dynamics of identity and experience, we invite submissions of theoretical and practical applications that consider our positions as multiply producible subjects. We are especially interested in proposals whose scope is transnational and/or transgendered and those that consider gender in relation to the importance of interdisciplinary study.

Please send a 150-200 word proposal to genderfulexperiences_at_yahoo.co.uk by 15 February 2006. Individual papers or panel groups are welcome. Final papers must be 20 minutes long or 8-10

pages, double-spaced. Should you have any questions or comments, please feel free to e-mail us. 

GHRG Conference: Emerging New Research in Geographies of Health and Impairment (ENRGHI)

Health Geographers: Leave the isolation of your PhD for a couple of days! 
Date: 19-20 June 2006 
Location: Queen Mary, University of London, UK E1 4NS 
Guest Speakers : Prof Danny Dorling & Prof Wil Gesler 
Abstract Submission Date: March 20th March 2006 
To Register: http://www.geog.qmul.ac.uk/conference/registration.html 

We are pleased to announce that Queen Mary will be hosting the 11th ENRGHI conference. We encourage ALL postgraduates with an interest in health and impairment to take part, this is the best forum for meeting your health geography contemporaries. 

The conference is open to UK and overseas PhD students and early career researchers. We’d like to encourage research from any aspect of the wide-ranging fields of health geography. We also actively encourage interdisciplinary contributions from related fields such as health sociology, anthropology and epidemiology. 

The key aim of this conference is to provide a relaxed environment for debate. We want to highlight the cutting edge research by our generation of health geographers and how this research can move the sub-discipline forward but also contribute more widely to geography and health fields. We are exploring opportunities to present papers from the conference in a special issue or special report section in Area as one of the key outcomes from the conference. 

Contact for more information Sarah Deedat at the following 
address: s.a.deedat@qmul.ac.uk
Welcome to the Third International Graduate Summer School and Forum at Lund University, Campus Helsingborg, Sweden, June 3-16, 2006.  http://www.icomm.lu.se/summerschool/ 

I would be grateful if you could draw the attention of this programme to any graduate students who may be interested in taking part.  Last year's participants came from 27 different countries and a wide range of academic backgrounds so this is a truly international and interdisciplinary programme.  Participants need to cover their own transportation, accommodation and subsistence costs but there are no other charges thanks to the generosity of various sponsors.  

Universities and research institutions all over the world are presently undergoing rapid changes. In addition to the traditional role of providing understanding and explanation of the world, they are now considered crucially important for the economic and social development of the societies of which they are part.

Politicians, business leaders and university administrators agree that increased spending for research and development is extremely important, and that everyone who is qualified should be offered a place at a university.

In addition, close and increased cooperation between businesses of various kinds and research institutions including universities is encouraged and considered highly desirable.

Inside the universities and established research institutions the traditional structure is changing as well, partly as the result of the changing external needs, but also as a result of rapid developments in the sciences, especially by the various branches of biology.

New and exciting scientific problems need to be resolved and a new social, political and economic reality * partly the result of these scientific developments * effects re-drawing of disciplinary boundaries, invention of new programs, and confront us with difficult moral and political problems.

Aim/Objective:

These changes inside and outside universities and research institutions create a great need for a comprehensive critical discussion of desirable research strategies and adequate methodologies for the various sciences and humanities; and a thorough discussion of the role and impact of the sciences and research on society at large, including the values and principles that are fundamental for maintaining an Open Society.

Format:

This aim is satisfied by the creation of a Forum, where researchers, students and representatives from media meet and discuss the present challenges.

Three intensive two-week courses and a number of discussion groups and workshops, led by internationally distinguished scholars, fellow researchers, students and journalists from different disciplines and media generate the ideas for the discussions.

The three courses, focusing on different aspects of the overall problematic, will take place every morning Monday-Friday during the entire two weeks, and will be followed by discussion groups and workshops.

Papers in progress will be presented during afternoons, as well as supervised work on papers and dissertations.

Participants who are unable to participate for the entire two weeks and/or would like to "sit in" on a few of the lectures and discussions are welcome to do so. Everyone is also welcome to submit papers in progress for discussion.

In 2006 there will be an additional course offered during three evenings of the first week, which will be open to the general public and take place at the Dunker Cultural Center, Helsingborg.

In addition, there will be a public debate on "Media and the Open Society" with distinguished participants; and a number of social events and activities, beginning the weekend before the courses start and continuing throughout the two weeks.

The School is organized and hosted by the Institute of Communication, Lund University, Campus Helsingborg, Sweden in cooperation with prof. Steve Fuller, University of Warwick, England; prof. Jeremy Shearmur, Australian National University, Australia; prof. Fathali Moghaddam, Georgetown University, USA, and prof. Rom Harré, Oxford University, England, and Georgetown University, USA.

For information, please contact*:

Alf Bång, Director

alf.bang@icomm.lu.se 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INTERDISCIPLINARY SOCIAL SCIENCES

University of the Aegean, Island of Rhodes, Greece, 18-21 July 2006

http://www.SocialSciencesConference.com 

The conference will examine the nature of disciplinary and interdisciplinary practices across the social sciences, as well as the relation of the social to the natural sciences, applied sciences and the professions. The focus of papers will range from the finely grained and empirical (research practices and results exemplifying one or more disciplines), to wide-ranging multi-disciplinary and transdisciplinary practices, to perspectives on knowledge and method. One of the featured themes of the 2006 conference will be interdisciplinary perspectives on gender.

I would particularly like to invite you to respond to the conference call for papers. Presenters may choose to submit written papers for consideration before or after the conference in the fully refereed International Journal of the Interdisciplinary Social Sciences, to be launched in 2006. If you are unable to attend the conference in person, virtual registrations are also available which allow you to submit a paper for refereeing and possible publication in the journal, and give you access to the electronic version of the journal.

The deadline for the next round in the call for papers (a title and short abstract) is 31 January 2006. Proposals are reviewed within four weeks of submission. Full details of the conference, including an online call for papers form, are to be found at the conference website - http://www.SocialSciencesConference.com 

IABA LIST call for papers - Sussex Journal of Contemporary History - life history issue

The following is especially directed at any postgraduate students, but will be of interest to anyone working with life histories. 
SPRING 2006

LIFE HISTORY ISSUE
University of Sussex Journal of Contemporary History (USJCH) is an innovative on-line journal that provides a medium for publication in the postgraduate community and disseminates creative, critical, and inter-disciplinary historical research.

We are currently inviting articles for submission for Issue 10, Spring 2006, on the theme of ‘Life History’. This includes oral history, autobiography, journals, letters, and personal testimony as both a genre and methodology of historical research.  We are also inviting submissions for our new 'Reviews' section.

We welcome submissions in any area of contemporary history.  Suggested topics include: new technologies and life history; memory, language and  self-representation; ethics and empowerment; the role of critical theory in  narrative analysis; community and work histories; public history and the  archive.

Visit the journal and consult its submission guidelines at: www.sussex.ac.uk/history/usjch 

Deadline for submissions: 13th  February 2006.  The editor responsible for this issue is Red Chidgey. Email: R.Chidgey@sussex.ac.uk 
Socio-Legal Studies Association Conference 2006
The University of Stirling is delighted to be hosting the 2006 SLSA Conference from 28th – 30th March 2006.  Streams include: Criminology; Family Law and Policy; Gender, Sexuality and the Law; Human Rights, Social Theory and the Law; The City and New Urbanism, and a number of others.  

Abstract Deadline: 31 January 2006.

http://www.slsa-stirling06.org.uk/index.asp 

Second International Conference on e-Social Science

28-30 June 2006, Manchester, UK 

Following the success of the 1st International Conference on e-Social Science in 2005, we are pleased to announce the call for submissions for the 2006 conference.

We invite contributions from members of the social science and Grid research communities with experience of - or interests in - exploring, developing and applying e-Social Science research methods, practices and tools, and in studying the wider development of e-Research and the Grid. Submission categories include: full and short papers, posters, workshops and tutorials.

Topics of interest include, but are not restricted to, the following:

· Case studies of e-Social Science research methods and applications 

· Enabling new sources and forms of sociological data through e-Social Science 

· Infrastructure and tools for e-Social Science 

· Middleware for data collection, sharing and integration 

· Standards for metadata, ontologies, annotation, curation, etc. 

· Usability issues in the design of research tools and middleware 

· Case studies of (e-)Research and (e-) Social Science research practices 

· The benefits and challenges of large scale collaborative research 

· Interdisciplinary research and e-Social Science 

· International collaborations in e-Social Science 

· Socio-technical issues in the development of e-Research and the Grid 

· Ethical issues and challenges in the collection, integration, sharing and analysis of sociological and other personal data 

Abstract Submission Deadlines:
Papers – 30 January 2006

Posters – 27 March 2006

Citizenship, Identity and British Englishness

20th – 21st April 2006, University of Worcester
International Institute for the Study of Englishness  www.iise.co.uk 
The major theme for the conference is Citizenship, Integration & Identity: Meanings, Definitions & Policies
· What do we mean by identity, citizenship and belongingness?

· What is citizenship and where does it stand in relation to Englishness  and Britishness?
· How does the notion of citizen fit with integration, multiculturalism and identity?
· What part does the notion of social capital and active citizen play in English and British identity?
 We hope to have the involvement of the following organizations

Institute of Citizenship 




Campaign for an English Parliament


Centre for Citizenship Studies in Education 


Home Office

Citizenship Foundation




Association for Citizenship Teaching

College for International Citizenship



Centre for Democratisation Studies

British Institute of Human Rights



Institute of Race Relations

Birmingham City Council 




Active Citizenship Centre


Centre for Citizenship and Human Rights Education

DEADLINES FOR PROPOSALS TO PRESENT A PAPER

Proposals (300 word abstracts) should be submitted to the organizers by 21st January 2006: e-mail Dr Chris Hart iise@englishnessconference.com 
Multicultural Britain:
From Anti-Racism to Identity Politics to …?
14 - 15 June 2006, Roehampton University, Southlands College, London.

Centre for Research on Nationalism, Ethnicity and Multiculturalism (CRONEM) 

The current debate about multiculturalism in the aftermath of '7/7' needs to be set in its historical context. A key aspect of this history is the move from anti-racist debates and policies towards an emphasis on identity politics and 'faith communities'. Some have encouraged this development and seek to defend it in a more general defence of multiculturalism. Others doubt its capacity to provide long term solutions, especially when 'faith communities' are seen as the main vehicle of identity politics. We want to focus not only Britain, but also on similar developments across Europe generally, and other parts of the globe.

The aim of this conference is to debate this history and seek new avenues by bringing together different generations from inside and outside universities so that we can learn from each other's experience and views

We invite papers from a variety of disciplines. The list of the issues we want to explore include:
· The continuities and discontinuities in research on multiculturalism in UK and abroad from the 19th century to the present day. 
· The emergence of different generations of researchers in this area since the Second World War and the similarities and differences between their theoretical perspectives and empirical findings. 

· The relationship between research, policy making and the state since the Second World War. 

· The relationship between media debates about anti-racism, multiculturalism and identity politics and research. 

· The relationship between researchers and communities/groups – the impact of such factors as class, gender, generation, race and ethnicity on the research process. 

· Issues of representation and the role of community organisations, NGOs and local political representatives. 

· The emergence of hybrid identities and their implications for research. 

· The role played by religious beliefs and affiliations in identity politics. 

· The impact of globalisation and transnational networks on the move from anti-racism to identity politics. 

· The development of academic boundaries and attempts to work across those boundaries. 

· The relationship between academic discourse and everyday concepts of race and ethnicity. 

Deadline for offers with abstracts (500 words):March 15th 2006

Please send your abstracts to Mirela Dumic - M.Dumic@surrey.ac.uk
