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POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER

February 2008

Welcome to the February edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events, calls for papers and a call for notification for future events. Don’t forget to check out the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events.

Please note our new email address: PGForum@britsoc.org.uk
Lara, Ruth & Sam





PGF Convenors

At-a-glance contents:

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

a) Whole day Workshop/ Book Launch, “Herding Cats -  Rising to the Challenges of Teaching Qualitative Methods”, A Hands-On Workshop for Teachers and Supervisors of Qualitative Research, University of Dundee, Wednesday 20th February 2008 (10.30-17.00).

b) Gender and Sexuality in the Workplace, University of Surrey, 12-13th June 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 1st March 2008.

c) Vital Signs: Researching Real Life: An international and interdisciplinary conference, Organised by Real Life Methods, part of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods, the University of Manchester,  9-11 September 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 7th March 2008.

d) 6th Annual Students for Development Conference: Top-down, Bottom-Up and Beyond: Interrogating Approaches to Development, University of Oxford, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 14th March 2008.

d) Conference for ESRC CASE Students, University of Sheffield, 26th-27th March 2008.

e) 17th Conference of the International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice, Swansea University, 26th – 29th March 2008. 
f) Creative Work with Offenders and Other Socially Excluded People, University of Wales, Newport, 18th April 2008.

g) Pedagogy and Power: The Purposes and Provision of Gender Studies in the UK, University of Birmingham, Friday 25th APRIL 2008.

h) ‘Queer in Europe’, A 3-Day International Research Symposium, The University of Exeter, 13th-15th September 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 31st May 2008. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2. Full Details of Events

a) Whole day Workshop/ Book Launch, “Herding Cats -  Rising to the Challenges of Teaching Qualitative Methods”, A Hands-On Workshop for Teachers and Supervisors of Qualitative Research, University of Dundee, Wednesday 20th February 2008 (10.30-17.00).

Cost of workshop £85.00 (including teas/coffees, lunch and copy of
Introducing Qualitative Research: A Student Guide to the Craft of Doing Qualitative Research

 http://www.sagepub.co.uk/barbour)

All workshop attendees are also cordially invited to a wine reception
(17.00 for 17.30) in the Lamb Gallery, Tower Building, Dundee University, to celebrate
publication by Sage of this new textbook.

Workshop places will be limited, so early booking is advised.  To book
a place or request further details on content of the workshop and exercises please e-mail Angela
Brown on A.L.J.M.Brown@dundee.ac.uk
b) Gender and Sexuality in the Workplace, University of Surrey, 12-13th June 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 1st March 2008
Papers are invited for an international, inter-disciplinary seminar on ‘Investigating the theory and practice of gender and sexuality in the workplace’ to be held at the University of Surrey. The seminar aims to provide an inter-disciplinary forum within which both academics and practitioners are able to explore the often complex and contested relationships between work, gender and sexualities. 

Empirical and theoretical work around gender and sexualities is an important feature of intellectual labour within and across academic communities, both nationally and internationally. However, despite the diversity and volume of research on gender and sexuality in the workplace, disciplinary boundaries and conventions often result in connections remaining unacknowledged, or unexplored. Likewise, discussions between academics and policy makers and practitioners are important for the formation of policy and research agendas that address many of the challenges within this area and can encourage knowledge transfer between academics and practitioners.

The themes and issues to be explored in the seminar are of global significance and demand an analysis that is not limited by national concerns or borders. These include: 

· the performance of gender and sexuality in the workplace 

· the informal and often hidden dimensions of work 

· sex work and migration issues 

· the work involved in the control and regulation of sexual behaviour and identity, both nationally and internationally 

· future directions for research in this area.

Closing date for submission of abstracts: 1st March, 2008 

Proposals will be peer-reviewed by the seminar organizing team. You will receive notification of our decision by 14th March. 

Please submit abstracts (no longer than 250 words) to Ann Cronin, a.cronin@surrey.ac.uk 

This conference is organised by members of the Sociology Department, (Ann Cronin and Paul Johnson) The Centre for Research in Nursing and Midwifery Education (Helen Allan) and The Centre for Learning Development (Trevor Welland) at the University of Surrey. 

c) Vital Signs: Researching Real Life: An international and interdisciplinary conference, Organised by Real Life Methods, part of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods, the University of Manchester,  9-11 September 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 7th March 2008.

'Real life' is complex and complicated. How can we use research methodologies and methods to produce knowledge and understandings that are 'vital' and that resonate with everyday life? Abstracts are invited for papers, posters or symposia around the following themes:

Methods for researching nature, culture, the material and the social 
Researching visual, auditory, tactile and other sensory realms 
Bridging different disciplines in understanding real life 
Mixing methods in real life research 
Accessing, measuring, and representing real life. What counts as 'evidence'?
Authenticity, rigour and rhetoric in real life research 
Researching intersubjectivity, memory, emotions, and humour 
Communicating and disseminating real life research 
Challenges in analysing real life data 
Real life research in policy and politics 
Participatory real life research 
Real life research ethics and moralities 
What is real life? Theorising real life

The deadline for abstracts is Friday 7 March 2008.

Full details and submission guidelines at:
http://www.reallifemethods.ac.uk/events/vitalsigns/
d) 6th Annual Students for Development Conference: Top-down, Bottom-Up and Beyond: Interrogating Approaches to Development, University of Oxford, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 14th March 2008.

The conference will be held from June 21st-23rd 2008 at the Department of International Development, University of Oxford. It will feature student presentations and discussions as well as a full day workshop with Robert Chambers on methods of participatory action and research for development. We are looking for paper submissions from students (from undergrad to  Phd) from
all disciplines. Please refer to our website for more information
http://sfd.qeh.ox.ac.uk/
e) Conference for ESRC CASE Students, University of Sheffield, 26th-27th March 2008.

The ESRC is organising a two day CASE Studentship conference on the 26-27th March 2008. This conference is aimed at all ESRC funded CASE students currently undertaking their PhD. 

The Purpose of the Conference is to: 

Provide a space for CASE students to come together to network with one another and share experiences 
Provide guidance on how to manage collaborative awards, relationships and time 
Showcase successful case studies of previous CASE students 
Discuss ideas and network with other students, academics and organisations 
Provide training which will help you in your current PhD and beyond 
Give you the opportunity to tell the ESRC what additional support and interaction you would like 


The conference will be held at the University of Sheffield on the 26th-27th March 2008. There is no attendance fee and the ESRC will cover accommodation expenses on the 26th March if required. Delegates will however be expected to cover travel expenses. 

Due to our cancellation policy, all delegates must ensure their attendance has been approved by their Supervisor. 

Please find attached the programme and registration form. 

80 delegate places are available for the conference and these will be awarded on a first-come-first-served basis so please send in your registration form without delay if you are interested in attending. Registration forms must be sent to the following email address knowledgetransfer@esrc.ac.uk. 

Contact: Amanda Williams (amanda.williams@esrc.ac.uk). 

f) 17th Conference of the International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice, Swansea University, 26th – 29th March 2008. 
The conference will address the theme of `Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice'. The conference will embrace positive practices in the areas of both prevention of delinquency and direct work with young people who have offended. Policy and practice interventions in communities, schools, sentencing, youth justice services/interventions and specialist institutions (education, treatment centres and custody) will be explored. 

`Positive practices' in this context may be seen (although not exclusively) in terms of those derived from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child and the policy and practice implementation of children's rights, including: participation - having a voice, `children first', promoting pro-social behaviour, restorative justice, promoting social inclusion, unblocking `blocked' opportunities (in education, training, employment and social life) and responding to young people. 

The conference is relevant to all those whose work touches young people and the youth justice system, including: academics, researchers, policy makers, managers, practitioners, Judges and magistrates and is expected to attract participants from across Europe and more widely. The conference will provide a lively and engaging context in which to present and discuss research and practice in youth justice with colleagues from many countries and from many different organisations. 

The conference dinner will include a concert by the internationally acclaimed Morriston Orpheus Male Voice Choir ( http://www.morristonorpheus.com ). 

For more information contact: Kevin Haines ( k.r.haines@swansea.ac.uk ). 

To download a registration form, please click here. There is an `early bird' discount for conference registration before 25th January 2008. 

All those attending the conference are encouraged to present a paper and to discuss their work with colleagues. If you wish to present a paper at the conference, please send an abstract (to include: your name, title of presentation and 100 word description) to: Stephen Case 

( s.p.case@swansea.ac.uk ). 
g) Creative Work with Offenders and Other Socially Excluded People, University of Wales, Newport, 18th April 2008
The Newport Centre for Criminal and Community Justice is holding its fourth one day conference on Friday 18th April 2008 at University of Wales, Newport, Caerleon Campus. The conference will explore themes around Women Offenders, Alcohol and Substance Misuse, Young Offenders and Offender Rehabilitation. We are pleased to offer a limited number of free spaces to current students on a first come first serve basis.
h) Pedagogy and Power: The Purposes and Provision of Gender Studies in the UK, University of Birmingham, Friday 25th APRIL 2008.

This one-day conference, to be held at the University of Birmingham, will explore key issues faced by those involved in the provision of Gender Studies programmes in the UK.  Proposed topics of investigation include:

*        Do students want to study gender?  Why/why not?
*        What pedagogical issues arise for staff when delivering gender-focussed modules to students?
*        Is there a future for 'Women's Studies'?
*        How far is the study of gender integrated into core modules on degree programmes?
*        Is women's (only) space a relic of the past or still worth fighting for?
*        To what extent are gender related modules/topics marginalised within universities?
*        Issues raised by the delivery of inter/multi-disciplinary teaching

One important aim of this event is to strengthen contacts between centres and departments offering Gender Studies programmes, sharing best practice and discussing common issues. Student perspectives will be represented, and we encourage postgraduate students to attend and
participate in the debate.

If you require further information please contact Dr Charlotte Ross:
c.e.ross@bham.ac.uk
i) ‘Queer in Europe’, A 3-Day International Research Symposium, The University of Exeter, 13th-15th September 2008, CALL FOR PAPERS ENDS 31st May 2008.

Queer theory as an academic discourse emerged in the1980s in the Anglo-American world in 
the wake of post-structuralist currents coming from continental Europe, such as 
Foucaldian discourse analysis and Derridean deconstruction. It constituted both a 
reaction against identity-politics-based perspectives, such as feminism and gay and  
lesbian studies on the one hand, and a development, modification and  expansion of them 
on the other. (Indeed, in some quarters, it is now routinely used as a synonym for 
them.) Queer historicizes and relativizes the disciplinary assertions (psychological, 
medical) about the meanings of gender and sexualities. However, as well as issuing from 
the academy, queer also emerged at grass-roots level as a strategy of contestation in 
response to homophobic political rhetoric surrounding the AIDS crisis of the 1980s. (The 
ironic recuperation of the term ‘queer’ by Queer Nation, for example, is central to 
the subverting force that queer discourse carries.) The  importance of this link between 
‘high theory’ and political activism,  and the intermeshing of European and American 
influences in creating  queer, are only occasionally acknowledged or interrogated in the  
numerous existing published studies of queer. All too often, queer is treated at a 
national level as a national phenomenon, shorn of its crucial global dimension. 
Theorists are accused of abstraction, and activists of a lack of understanding. And the 
importance of queer both as an artistic practice and as a hermeneutic tool is often 
underplayed or ignored. Moreover, just as Moldavia famously exists in the American 
imagination as a land of unreality and fantasy, so mental maps of Europe are often 
distorted and incomplete.

The aim of this conference, organized in conjunction with a network bid and a 
consciousness raising book project, is to address these issues by bringing together 
scholars and activists from a wide variety of backgrounds to discuss the following broad 
questions:

1). How are paradigms of same sex love and other dissident  sexualities experienced in 
different national cultures, discourses  and political arenas?

2).  How is the body of work known as Queer Theory disseminated and  received in Europe, 
and how do the paradigms identified in (1) affect  this?

3). How do the factors identified in (1) and (2) affect the  production and reception of 
cultural artefacts (literature, film &  television, drama and cabaret, the visual arts, 
popular music etc.)?

4). How do the factors identified in (1), (2) and (3) impinge on and  help to set the 
agenda for future scholarship and activism in this  field?

What we are hoping for at this stage are expressions of interest from as wide a spectrum 
of potential participants as possible, including  artists and practitioners as well as 
theorists and activists. It is envisaged that, alongside traditional academic papers, 
there will be workshops and breakout groups, sessions run by activists and artists, 
poster sessions and performances, a round table discussion and a  publication workshop. A 
discussion forum will also be in place for those who are unable to attend the conference 
in person. A volume of conference proceedings, designed to reflect the whole spectrum of 
 activities, will be submitted to Ashgate’s ‘Queer Interventions’ series, with 
anticipated publication in 2009.

Expressions of interest, accompanied where appropriate by paper titles and short 
proposals (no more than 200 words) should be addressed to either Lisa Downing 
l.m.downing@exeter.ac.uk or Robert Gillett r.m.gillett@qmul.ac.uk by May 31 2008.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at: PGForum@britsoc.org.uk and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter.

Don’t want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events?

All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/students/PGEvents.htm
For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at:

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/viewforum.php?f=15
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


