BSA Postgraduate Forum Newsletter – June 2006 

Real Life Methods (a node of the National Centre for Research Methods) 

Creative Interviewing: Day workshop: Thursday 21 September 2006, 10-4.30pm (University of Manchester)
Online tutorial: Thursday 2 November 2006, 11-1pm
‘Ask the tutor’ online session: date tba
Course Leader: Jennifer Mason (University of Manchester)

About the course
This course will provide a practical and hands-on introduction to qualitative interview methods.  It is called ‘creative interviewing’ to emphasise the situational creativity that is inherent in these methods, in contrast to, for example, structured survey interviews where questions are asked from a pre-given script.  Participants will explore how creative interviews can be planned and conducted, and how researchers need to prepare themselves (ie work very hard!).  They will examine the potential, value and limitations of creative interview methods, and the kinds of knowledge and data that can be generated through them.  They will give critical consideration to the use of visual, participatory and observational techniques (such as photo elicitation, mapping and drawing, walking and talking) in creative interviewing.  The course focuses on planning and conducting interviews rather than on data analysis, but participants will have a chance briefly to consider the analytical issues raised by creative interview data.  Issues in analysis can be explored further in dialogue with the tutor and other participants in the online follow-up sessions. 

During the workshop, participants will conduct a short interview on a topic of their choice with a fellow participant, and also be interviewed themselves.  Interviews will be recorded and transcribed, and following the workshop each interviewer will be provided with:

· the recording of the interview they conducted (but not the one in which they were interviewed)

· the transcript

· feedback from the course leader, Jennifer Mason. 

 

Note: If interviewers wish to use photography in their interview they may do so (subject to the agreement of the interviewee), but they will need to provide their own equipment and to take responsibility for any images produced.  Interviewers who may wish to use photo elicitation will need either to bring photographs for this purpose, or to let us know if they want their interviewee to bring some.

Course outline
1. Preparatory Work
Materials will be provided and participants will be asked to do a small amount of preparatory work for the interview that they will conduct as part of the Day Workshop.

2. Day workshop, 21 September 2006
10.00    Tea/coffee

10.30-11.15   Introduction to qualitative/creative interviewing

11.15-12.30   Planning and preparing

12.30-1.30   Lunch

1.30-3.15   Interviewing – practical session

3.15-3.30   Tea/coffee

3.30-4.30   Creative interviewing – conclusion and analytical possibilities

3. Feedback
Once interviews are transcribed, the recordings and the transcripts will be returned to interviewers together with feedback from Jennifer Mason

4. Online tutorial, 2 November 2006, 11-1am
Further reflections on creative interviewing

5. ‘Ask the tutor’ online session – date tba
Who is the course for?
This is an introductory or intermediate course. There are no prerequisites, although some familiarity with the basics of qualitative research methodology would be helpful.  Some preparatory work is required in advance of the workshop and preparatory materials will be provided.

How to Apply
There is no charge for attending this course. Participants must meet their own travel and subsistence costs. 

Places are limited to 20 because of the intensive and hands-on nature of the course. 

To apply for a place, fill in an application form and return it to us by 7 July 2006. Forms are available from www.reallifemethods.ac.uk/training/workshops/interviewing/. You will be notified whether or not your application has been successful by 21 July 2006.          

This workshop is part of a series of training workshops organised by the Real Life Methods node of the ESRC National Centre for Research Methods. For details of other workshops see www.reallifemethods.ac.uk/training/workshops.   
……………………………………………………………………………

CALL FOR PAPERS, COLLABORATIONS AND INTERVENTIONS:

Anarchism & Sexuality: ethics, relationships and power

4 November 2006

University of Leeds

Sponsored by the Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism

http://www.sgsa.org.uk/
Anarchism offers a tremendous body of knowledge and practice challenging the legitimacy of coercion, domination and rigid social hierarchies. Sexuality is a realm of social life all too frequently characterised by (or produced through) hierarchy. Both in terms of theoretical writing and other forms of social action, anarchist traditions are rarely acknowledged for their potential in addressing issues of sexuality. Likewise, in much anarchist writing and action, sexuality has been and continues to be all too frequently marginalised. However, while

underacknowledged, marginalised efforts have had great impacts.  The aim of this conference is to explore the potentially very productive intersections of anarchism and sexuality: past, present and future.

In the best anarchist tradition, the event will be defined by people who participate. What would you like to see happen? What kind of discussions

do you think are important? Would you like to present a paper, facilitate a discussion, organise a workshop or contribute in other ways?

We imagine papers, discussions & workshops about things like:

* race, sexuality and globalisation

* disabilities and sexualities

* diy women's health

* autonomous queer spaces

* inter-linked hierarchies of race, class, gender, sexuality and

authority

* the sexual politics of various anarchisms

* queer theory & poststructuralism

* sexual harassment & the capitalist workplace

* sexual practice as anarchy in action

* erotic democracy

* direct action sexual politics

* the sexual politics of hierarchy

* sex education and sexual health

* rape and abuse

* anarcha feminism

* free love

* sexual citizenship

* S/M

* intergenerational sex

* gay marriage debates

* sex work & organisation

* addressing sexuality in anarchist collectives/networks/movement(s)

* the erotics of capitalism and its alternatives

* the sexual State

* anarchist sexualities: theories and practices

ACADEMIC PAPERS

Please submit an abstract of no more than 500 words, along with a brief biographical introduction. Papers from all perspectives will be considered. Papers should aim to be accessible and to encourage discussion.

WORKSHOPS & FACILITATED DISCUSSIONS

Please send us a proposal (1 page at most) which addresses the following

questions:

* how long would you want for your session (e.g., 1 or 2 hours)?

* do you want to limit the number of participants? If so, how many?

* what are the aims of the session? What do you envision coming out of

it?

* how does the session work toward those aims?

* what experience would you bring to the session?

* Would your session be exclusive in anyway? (e.g., women only, men

only, activist focused, etc - it's ok if it is! Just let us know.)

DEADLINE: 1 July 2006

REGISTRATION: Cost: sliding scale (£5 skint to £25 funded academic). If the £5 fee would prevent you from coming, let us know and we'll see what we can work out. Also, for those with limited income, we are able to offer travel grants of up to £20 each (with thanks to the Specialist Group for the Study of Anarchism).

GROUPS

We welcome groups interested in anarchism and/or sexuality to participate by organising workshops, sending folk along or providing materials for distribution (whole info stalls or bunches of leaflets, flyers, etc).

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENTS

Proposals toward evening entertainments, artistic interventions, etc. very welcome!

CONTACT for submissions, proposals, registration, etc.

Richard Cleminson

R.M.Cleminson @ leeds.ac.uk <http://leeds.ac.uk>
Jamie Heckert

Jamie.Heckert @ gmail.com <http://gmail.com>
……………………………………………………………………………

The AL CHARITABLE TRUST 

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED for SMALL GRANTS  

· To enable research or the pursuit of a PhD project
· Travel, interviewing, making a video
· Paying writing up costs
 

The Trust is a twenty-five year old foundation with broad educational aims. Preference has been given to work in gender studies in the social and cultural sciences – especially Sociology.  A limited number of small grants of up to £1,000 are available this year.  The priority of the Trust this year is human rights.  We are particularly looking for projects that examine the tensions between universal pronouncements of human rights and the specific social situations of groups such as indigenous peoples, minorities, and migrants.  We welcome proposals that have some practical engagement with the subject of the research and which would be of benefit to user groups.    All proposals must have a gender dimension. 

There is no application form. Please apply in writing (scripts to be word-processed, 3 copies of all materials supplied) to the Trustees giving your name, address, e-mail, telephone number and a CV.  Set out the objectives of your work and concisely make the case for the grant to be awarded to you on not more than four sides of A4 in 12 point font.  Ask one relevant referee to provide a reference in a sealed envelope and supply the name of a second referee in case the Trustees should seek to pursue it. 

Grants will not be given for course fees or conferences and the Trust is geared to supporting the work of doctoral candidates in UK universities.  Complete applications should contain three copies of: 

· A one-page covering letter briefly explaining why funds are needed and how the proposal relates to the theme of human rights as above.

· A brief CV to include your address, telephone contact numbers and an email address.

· An academic reference in a sealed envelope.

· A proposal of not more than 4 sides of A4, which must include a detailed budget. The Trustees attach considerable significance to these costings.

FIRM CLOSING DATE for applications: 18 September 2006
Send applications to: 

Camilla East, AL Trust Administrator, Department of Sociology, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, CO4 3SQ
NB email applications will not be accepted

……………………………………………………………………………..

Call for Papers 

Identities: Negotiations in Contemporary Space(s): An Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Conference 

Saturday 2nd December 2006
University of Warwick 

Keynote addresses from
Prof. Debbie Epstein (University of Cardiff)
Prof. Les Back (Goldsmiths College, University of London) 

The University of Warwick is holding a one-day conference on identities sponsored by the ESRC Identities and Social Action Programme. This conference, organised by postgraduates for postgraduates, will consider current and changing perspectives in identities research. 

Identity has become a flexible buzzword in contemporary culture – identity politics, identity theft, identity cards. People construct their identity around a myriad of references, from broader issues of gender, ethnicity, religion, sexuality and geography, to influences such as music subcultures, the workplace, sports teams, online communities and TV fandom. But there is contestation over the meanings, definitions and experiences of identity.  

On the one hand, identities are increasingly recognized as fluid and fragmented. Yet, many people experience them as relatively static. Identities are based on inclusions and exclusions, borders and boundaries, both ‘who we are’ and ‘who we are not’. How valid is the concept of identity in a (post)modern, globalised world? It can be argued that globalisation dissolves stable identities and a sense of self. This process is seen as a threat to local distinctiveness and has been the target of political movements. 

Claiming identities can be an emancipatory and empowering process. Similarly, identity politics has proved an important area for activists, yet something that has faced criticism for silencing difference(s). In contrast, the Internet enables people to construct their own spaces through which to forge identities. However, these can be both progressive and oppressive. To what extent are reconfigurations of subjectivity and identity accompanied by redefinitions of space? 

We encourage submissions from fields such as social theory, political sociology, cultural studies, gender studies, media studies, ‘race’ and ethnicity studies, work and employment, sociology of health and illness, and the sociology of religion. Abstracts of 250 words are invited for contributions of 20 minutes. We aim to provide a supportive and friendly environment for postgraduates to present their work, meet fellow researchers and benefit from interdisciplinary exchange. The conference welcomes delegates who do not wish to present. 

Email for abstracts and Information

M.M.Perrier@warwick.ac.uk or D.Beusch@warwick.ac.uk or N.S.Pitimson@warwick.ac.uk 

Deadline for abstracts 15th August 2006

……………………………………………………………………………..

Regulating Biomedicine Conference               

Tuesday 25th July 2006   10am – 5pm  

Leeds Social Science Institute, Beech Grove House, University of Leeds  

This one-day international conference brings together scholars with an interest in the practical implications of new forms of regulation and audit in health care and biomedical research. 

10.00-10.30 Registration 

10.30 – 10.45  Introduction
Prof. Anne Kerr, School of Sociology and Social Policy, Univ. of Leeds 

10.45 – 11.30   Co-optation, commodification and the medical model
Prof. Stephen Harrison, National Primary Care R&D Centre, Univ. of Manchester 

11.30 – 12.15 Bodies of knowledge, knowledge of bodies: Doctors’ reflections on changing practice
Dr. Sarah Nettleton, Department of Social Policy, Univ. of York 

12.15-1.15  Lunch 

1.15 – 2.00         Regulating biotherapeutics
Prof. Janice Graham Department of Bioethics, Univ. of Dalhousie, Canada 

2.00 – 2.45         Egg Procurement for stem cell research: old obstacles and new alliances in the campaign for global regulation
Prof. Diane Beeson, Department of Sociology and Social Services, California State Univ.  

3.00 – 3.45           Assisted conception in the audit society
Prof. Anne Kerr, School of Sociology and Social Policy, Univ. of Leeds 

3.45 – 4.30 Ethics in practice: family and staff views on tumour banking for childhood cancer research
Dr. Mary Dixon-Woods, Dept Health Sciences, Univ. of Leicester 

4.30-5.00  Conclusions 

Registration is free and travel bursaries are available for a limited number of postgraduate students. To register please send the following details to Marie Ross M.B.Ross@leeds.ac.uk by MONDAY 10th JULY: name, title, institutional address. If you would like to apply for a bursary towards travel costs please outline the reason for your application and your expected costs.   
……………………………………………………………………………..

Our working-class lives: a ‘new researchers’ seminar series
Call for Abstracts
This seminar series is a follow up to the ESRC funded ‘Working-class lives: Geographies and Sociologies’ series, with the explicit aim of focusing on the work and ideas of ‘new researchers’ as they contribute to the theorisation of class. In seeking to reinvigorate class analysis in the UK it is vital to tap into these ‘new’ voices, alongside those of more established academics. The first series fulfilled the latter of those purposes but a gap arguably exists about the role and place of new researchers within the development of a working-class studies agenda. ‘Our working-class lives’ will explore the ways that new researchers are, in their own right, creating new analyses and theories, even as they deploy, utilise and contend established and emerging frameworks. This series will provide a space for new researchers, including junior academics and postgraduates, to hear about and respond to research produced across disciplines, and to begin to forge contacts and foster collaborations – in other words to fully claim a presence within this moment of developing interest around class.

Third Seminar: 6th October 2006, Research Beehive 2.20, University of Newcastle (see http://www.ncl.ac.uk/niassh/ workingclasslives/)
Abstracts would be welcomed in, but not limited to, the following areas:  Meanings of class – ‘their’ theories, our responses?   Class and the younger/junior academic  Class in Higher Education  Classed landscapes (physical and emotional)  Classed lives, transitions and im/mobilities Narratives of class  Interconnections between class, sexuality, gender and ethnicity

Please submit abstracts of 150 words, title and contact details to Yvette Taylor at: Yvette.Taylor@newcastle.ac.uk no later than 10th August 2006. There will be no charge for this event and refreshments will be provided. Funding of up to a maximum of £30 will be available for a limited number of non-funded students. Please email to confirm your anticipated attendance.

……………………………………………………………………………..

Changing Perceptions of the Public Sphere 

10-12 July 2006 • Trinity College, Cambridge 

As originally proposed by Jürgen Habermas, the “public sphere” is a domain of debate and exchange which established itself, in the eighteenth century, as a rational intermediary between the administrative power of the state and the private world of the citizen. This interdisciplinary conference will test the viability of that conception, in terms of both historical reliability and philosophical coherence, and will also inquire into the operation of public arenas of opinion formation under the conditions of electronic communication and media manipulation in our own time. 

Speakers include: 

Nicholas Boyle (Cambridge), Peter Burke (Cambridge), Steven Crowell (Rice University), Gordon Graham (Princeton Theological Seminary), Ludmilla Jordanova (King’s College London), Albrecht Wellmer (Berlin), John H. Zammito (Rice University) 

Further information, programme and booking: 

www.crassh.cam.ac.uk  /  events@crassh.cam.ac.uk
……………………………………………………………………………..

Centre for Critical and Cultural Theory, Cardiff University 

“Is Schizoanalysis of Cinema Possible?” 

Immediately after he completed the second volume of Capitalism and Schizophrenia with Félix Guattari, Deleuze wrote two of the most influential books in film studies yet written: Cinema 1 and Cinema 2. What is both surprising and intriguing about this sequence of events is that the later books appear not to owe anything to the schizoanalytic project he developed with Guattari. There is almost no cross-over of terminology and on first reading it even appears that there is no cross-over of conceptual architecture. Yet, given that the ambition of that project was to offer a theory of practically everything, it is virtually impossible for the cinema books not to be somehow informed by it. Drawing on the work of several key names in the field of Deleuze studies, this symposium will ask: “Is a schizoanalysis of cinema possible?”  

Date
November 7/8 

Keynote Speakers
Réda Bensmaia (Brown), Ian Buchanan (Cardiff),Tom Conley (Harvard), Gregg Lambert (Syracuse), Patricia MacCormack (Anglia Ruskin), David Martin-Jones (St. Andrews), Patricia Pisters (Amsterdam), Anna Powell (Manchester Metropolitan) 

Registration Costs
2 days: Waged £60, Unwaged £30, Cardiff student £20 

1 day: Waged £30, Unwaged £15, Cardiff student £10 

Contact
Professor Ian Buchanan BuchananI@cardiff.ac.uk
44 (0)29 2087 5619

http://www.cf.ac.uk/encap/cct/events/conference.html
……………………………………………………………………………..

BSA Youth Study Group 

Call for Papers 

(Re) minding the Gap: Young People and the Gap Year in 

contemporary society 
One-Day Seminar  

University of Surrey 

10th January 2007 
The Gap Year has been defined as a period of ‘time-out’ from education or employment. Despite its origins in the educational careers of the British upper-classes, the Gap Year has subsequently been democratised and become a growing trend amongst young people entering and leaving higher education, both in the UK and other contemporary Western societies.  However, academics have been relatively slow to investigate this phenomenon; a factor that, in part, may be a reflection of the diversity of the contemporary Gap Year experience, in terms of its range of activities and potential locations.  

The aim of this seminar is to bring together, for the first time, all those whose work has addressed or seeks to address the Gap Year and its place in the lives of young people. In addition, it is anticipated that an edited collection of a number of papers produced for this seminar will be forthcoming.  

The seminar theme is open to wide interpretation and papers are invited to address but are not limited to, the following topics: 

Theorising the Gap Year     Gap Year Travels 

Gap Years and Social Exclusion   Citizenship and the Gap Year  

Gap Year Work experiences    Gap Years and Social Change 

Social Geographies of the Gap Year    Gap Years and Governance  

Gap Years and Popular Culture    Gap Year and Ethnicity 

Narratives of the Gap Year     History of the Gap Year  

Gendering the Gap Year     Gap Year organisations 
Attendance at the seminar is free. If you are interested in presenting a paper, 

please email an abstract (up to 150 words) to Andy King at 

a.king@surrey.ac.uk no later than 14th October 2006. Successful applicants 

will be notified by the 21St October 2006.  

SRHE

The next SRHE (Social Research into Higher Education) conference will 

be from 12th to 14th of December, with a postgraduate conference on 

11th of December - in Brighton.

http://www.srhe.ac.uk/
Deadlines for abstract submission: main conference: 31st of July

postgrad conference: 1st of September
……………………………………………………………………………..

PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES: Critical Reflections on Sport, Culture and Society:
BSA, Sport Study Group Postgraduate Forum. Hosted by School of Sport and Exercise Sciences, Loughborough University
8th September 2006: 9am - 5pm
Call for Papers
The aim of this forum is to continue efforts to develop a postgraduate research community, providing students with the opportunity to develop an appreciation of current postgraduate research within sport and the social sciences.

The BSA Sport Study Group welcome theoretically informed papers from postgraduate research students working in fields of sociology of sport, physical education, coaching, anthropology, pedagogy or related disciplines in the social sciences and humanities. Topics are encouraged from a wide spectrum, including but not limited to, theory, methodologies and discussions of data.

At this forum postgraduate students will be provided with the opportunity to:

· Deliver presentations to peers within a supportive, non-threatening environment.

· Network and share ideas with other postgraduate students within the field.

· Foster social relationships with other postgraduate students

Deadline for abstract submission: Friday 14th July 2006
Notification of acceptance: Friday 28th July 2006
Deadline for registration (attendance only):  Friday 1st September
The forum will run from 9am-5am and will consist of a number of short presentations of approx. 20 minutes.  Please note that lunch will not be included but there are a number of outlets near the venue, where food may be purchased.
THIS FORUM IS FREE TO ATTEND

Abstract Guidelines 
Abstract submissions are restricted to registered Postgraduate Research students who are currently members of the BSA and/or Study Group. www.britsoc.co.uk 

1. Abstracts should be no longer than 200 words and should detail the objectives, rationale, and findings (where appropriate) of your PhD research.   

2. Candidates within the first year of study may present findings from their Masters dissertation, if conducted within their current or proposed area of Postgraduate Research.   

3. Due to time limitations, individuals are only permitted to submit one abstract.   

4. All abstracts will be subject to review by the organising committee.   

5. It is intended that presentations should be approximately 20 minutes plus 10 minutes for questions.  

6. Copies of abstracts will be provided to each of the conference attendees, PowerPoint facilities will be available 

7.Abstracts should be submitted electronically in the form of a word document to J.J.Kelly@lboro.ac.uk & L.Killick@lboro.ac.uk    

8. Abstracts should be submitted by Friday 14th July 2006  

……………………………………………………………………………..

Spaces of sexualities unlimited: still queerying geographies?
A one day event hosted the Space, Sexualities and Queer Working Group of the RGS/IBG. Held on the 29th August 2006 at the University of Brighton, Brighton, UK. (Deadline for Abstracts 31st May 2006)

 
Confirmed Key Note Speakers:
David Bell (University of Leeds) and Jon Binnie (Manchester Metropolitan University)

 
Explorations of spaces, sexualities and queer(s) have pointed not only to the importance of place and space in the production of sexual identities, subjectivities and embodiments, but also to the centrality of sexualities in constituting specific social spaces.  More theoretical inventions that cross the boundaries of sexualities, race, ethnicity, gender, disability and class are beginning to emerge within and beyond this sub-discipline.  One of the remits of the newly created Space, Sexualities and Queer Working Group (RGS) is to foster conversations about the epistemologies, methodologies and ontologies that will inform the further development of the growing sub-discipline of sexual geographies and extend the influence of work in this field.  The group hopes to encompass those whose research addresses lesbian, gay and bisexual lives and identities, as well as those who seek to deconstruct heterosexualities within and beyond the discipline of geography.

The aim of this one day event is to provide a relatively informal environment where spaces, sexualities and queer can be investigated and reflected upon.  We are looking for papers, workshops or performances that broadly encompass queer geographies and geographies of sexualities.  We also welcome contributions in these forms addressing broader concerns of spaces, sexualities and queer from those not specifically located within the discipline of geographies.  This one day event seeks to provoke debate about the past, present and future directions of the intersections and overlaps between spaces, sexualities and queer; as well as, to encourage presentations of work in this area. 

Papers, workshops and performances can include, but are not limited to:

· Lesbian, gay and bisexual identities, lives and embodiments

· Trans and gender identities, experiences and affects beyond the man/woman dichotomy

· The deconstruction of heterosexuality including the pervasive and hegemonic heterosexual familial norm.

· The questioning of heteronormativity, beyond dualistic sexualities and including discussions of homonormativity.  This includes challenging the heterosexual/homosexual norm through discussions of race, ethnicity and class.

· ‘Queer’ geographies and geographies of sexualities- what are their differences? What are their commonalities?

· Methods and methodologies of queer geographies and geographies of sexualities

· The development of geographies of sexualities and the influence of this work (including queer geographies) on theoretical debates and disciplinary practices within human geography and related disciplines over the last 15 years. This could include:

· How has the focus of queer geography changed since 1990?  Is it following its own trajectory (in dialogues) with queer theorists outside geography)?  Or does it have a closer relationship with the dominant theoretical twists and turns of British social and cultural geography?

· What contribution have sexual geographers made to the wider discipline?

· How much has queer theory impacted on the rest of geography? This could incorporate discussions of queering geographies and contesting heteronormativity in the discipline of Geography as well as geographic thoughts and approaches across the discipline

· Are there (or have there been) specifically British themes or concerns within sexual geographies?

· Challenging heteronormativity within Geography and Geography departments

· Is there an emerging Queer theoretical orthodoxy that is silencing other voices and theoretical perspectives within sexual geographies?

· What problems are posed by homonormativity, and how might these be addressed?

· Future directions in sexual geographies.  Where next?

We invite abstract submissions from established and emerging researchers, postgraduates, independent researchers working outside of academia, and from performers.  Papers should be 15 minutes long.  Abstracts of no more than 250 words should be sent for consideration to gavin.p.brown@kcl.ac.uk .  Abstracts should be received no later than 31 May 2006.  Disabled access will be provided, please let us know your access needs.  Childcare can also be provided, but please book in advance.

……………………………………………………………………………..

If you know of any sociological event that would be of interest to your fellow BSA postgraduate members, please bring this to our attention so we can let them know.  More generally, we are here to represent the interests and views of BSA postgraduate members.  If you have any issues you would like raised, complaints or praise to convey, or suggestions as to how the BSA can best serve its postgraduate members, please get in touch! 

Becky Barnes becky.barnes2@ntlworld.com
David Mellor MellorD@cardiff.ac.uk
Kerrin Clapton Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk
Ruth Lewis r.lewis@ed.ac.uk
