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David Gauntlett (University of Westminster) and Paul Sweetman (University of Southampton) took over as co-convenors of the study group after Marc Bush (University of Surrey) stood down in October 2007.

Since then the website has been developed by Terence Heng (Goldsmiths College), Study Group Web Designer and Manager, and a forum is now up and running. The website as a whole is also currently undergoing a redesign to reflect new content. We also organised a Study Group session at the BSA Annual Conference  at the University of Warwick in April 2008, which was chaired by Paul Sweetman and where papers were presented by Vincent O’Brien (University of Cumbria), Helene Hjorth Oldrup (University of Copenhagen), and Jo Sanderson-Mann (Open University). (Unfortunately an additional planned paper by Sarah Hislam (University of Birmingham) was cancelled due to illness.) The BSA conference also featured a student artwork competition initiated by the Conference Organising Committee and organised by Carol Wolkowitz (University of Warwick), and the winning entries have now been made available via the Study Group Website. Paul Sweetman presented a seminar on Visual Methods in Social Research at the National Centre for Research Methods Training the Trainers event at the Royal Statistical Society, London, in June 2007, and a paper on Bourdieu, Habitus, Photography and Visual Methods at the Creating Visual Knowledge Seminar organised by the Real Life Methods node of the NCRM at the University of Manchester in October 2007. He also contributed an article on Recent Activity in Visual Research Methods to the July 2007 edition of the NCRM Newsletter (http://www.ncrm.ac.uk/news/newsletter/documents/Newsletter-July2007.pdf).
We plan to hold an additional one-day study-group event at the University of Westminster or the British Library during summer 2008, and the former Study Group convenor, Marc Bush, is also in dialogue with the British Museum regarding a potential series of seminars on visual methods to be co-organised with and held at the Museum. Charlotte Bates (Goldsmiths College), study-group committee member for postgraduate issues, has also co-organised (with colleagues at Goldsmiths) a day school on visual sociology for postgraduate students, which is funded by the BSA and is due to take place in June 2008.
The group also continues to work with the ESRC Researcher Development Initiative, ‘Building Capacity in Visual Methods’, run by Jon Prosser, University of Leeds, supported by David Gauntlett and involving other members of the Study Group (2006–2009). Each year the Initiative runs two two-day introductory training events in visual methods, and two one-day advanced workshops, at different locations in the UK. 

