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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conference –The Challenge of Teaching Introductory Sociology – What Goes In and What Can We Leave Out?
Introductory modules in Sociology often serve several purposes. They can be a building block to advanced study or a one-off experience for a wider range of undergraduates. They may be designed as a taster in the hope of getting students to commit to studying more Sociology or they exist in a servicing relationship for other professional courses. This conference gives departments around the country a chance to share experiences and ideas in the teaching of introductory courses. It is an ideal opportunity to share resources, disseminate good practice and discuss, in an era of increasing uncertainty about subject boundaries, the limits of what ought to be included in the introductory curriculum. The organisers invite proposals in the form of formal papers, workshop sessions and posters around any of the following themes

· What is the role of the textbook in introductory sociology courses?

· How is introductory sociology best assessed?

· What should be the learning outcomes?

· How should modules connect with National Subject Benchmarks?

· How can virtual learning environments be put to best use?

· What kind of data should introductory students be taught or become acquainted with?

· How do we connect the curriculum with 'personal experiences'?

· What part can students play in shaping the curriculum?

· How can we teach students to be truly critical thinkers?

The conference is supported by the National Subject Centre for Sociology, Anthropology & Politics at the University of Birmingham and Bath Spa University

Venue: Newton Park, Bath Spa University

Dates: 2 & 3 July 2007

Keynote speakers, workshops, poster displays, publishers’ reception

enquiries to Dr Kay Wood, School of Social Sciences, Bath Spa University k.wood@bathspa.ac.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
RESEARCH ON ANIMAL-HUMAN RELATIONS

The newly established BSA Animal/Human Studies Group is setting up a database of current and recent social science projects concerned with animal-human relationships. The database will enable others to easily access information about the research which has been, and is being done, in this field. 

We are interested in work which explores all aspects of human-animal relationships. This may include: food and farming; animal ethics and welfare; therapeutic and assistance animals; science/ biotechnology; animals and leisure/sport; companion animals; media representations; ecology, etc.

If you are working on a PhD in this area and would like your research project to be included in the database, please send details to Becky Tipper:

Rebecca.Tipper@manchester.ac.uk
For more information about the BSA Animal/Human Studies Group:

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/specialisms/AHSG.htm
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Conference - Criminal Intent:  performance, agency, gender & the drama of mediated crime
Wednesday 23rd May 2007

 
Call for Papers 
one-day conference hosted by:

MEDIA & POLITICS GROUP
De Montfort University, Leicester
& the BSA Media Group
 
 We are interested in papers that investigate the mediation of crime and law
enforcement in relation to questions of agency, gender and performance.
Fields of enquiry can include fiction and non-fiction forms.
 
Questions for panel and plenary papers might include:
 
How is the gendered protagonist presented in film, television and other
mediated narrative forms?
How is the existence and exercise of authority and gendered identity
represented in media narratives?
What correspondence is there between legal definitions of agency and those
typically shown on-screen?
Do media institutions/audiences/forms dictate particular version of agency?
Do shifts in the character/performance of agency, whether by a criminal or
law enforcer, demand corresponding or counterbalancing changes in other
aspects of representation or institutional practice?
 
We are happy to consider other related proposals
 
Please send your electronic proposals to mediapolitics@hotmail.co.uk by 19th
January 2006 - proposals should consist of a 250 word (maximum) statement;
your personal and institutional details should be on a separate page to
allow for anonymous refereeing.  A

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Spring School in Cyprus, 15 – 22 April 2007

The Department of European Studies & International Relations,

& The Research Centre Intercollege
Understanding, Interpreting and Evaluating the European Union in 2007
A spring school for PhD Students, and advanced Masters students

Nicosia, Cyprus

COURSE RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES
As a new member state, Cyprus is making an effort to embed European values on the Island. Academic institutions have a key role to play in the formation, education, and information of Cypriot and other citizens. The island of Cyprus is geographically situated at the crossroads of cultures, continents and civilizations. It can therefore help project EU values abroad, and it can in practical terms organize events that facilitate and disseminate expert knowledge of how the EU works. 

The 2007 meeting will consist of 12 sessions combining 5 expert-led seminars, with 20 PhD presentations, and 2 roundtables (language: English).

The CALL FOR PAPERS is now open. Doctoral students (and exceptionally well-advanced Masters students who are already researching their dissertation topic) are invited to send an abstract (max. 400 words) of their proposed paper presentation, together with up to two reference letters in a joint email to the Spring School Co-Directors, Prof Andreas Theophanous and Dr Stelios Stavridis by 15 January 2007:

theophanous.a@intercollege.ac.cy AND s.stavridis-alumni@lse.ac.uk.

Their research topics on EU matters must be directly relevant to at least one of the five expert seminars on: (1) integration, constitutionalization, Europeanisation; (2) internal and external aspects of economics and financial issues (including the single currency); (3) citizenship, democracy and the role of the sub-national regions; (4) EU enlargement and European identity; (5) foreign, security and defence.

A decision will be taken by 5 February 2007 and a written paper will be required by all selected students by 31 March 2007 (with no exceptions, this is a mandatory requirement). There are up to 20 places allocated for this event.

Students will have their accommodation and meals covered by Intercollege, thanks partly to a grant from The Jean Monnet Programme of the European Commission (Brussels). The students will have to organize their own travel arrangements but they must note that their presence is compulsory throughout the Spring School’s duration, and that they therefore commit themselves to: arrival on 15 April 2007 and departure on 22 April 2007. 

The longer-term objective of this advanced research spring school is that it will be the first of a series to be organized on a yearly (or bi-yearly) basis in order to promote high quality academic research on the EU. Its short-term objectives are:

* to bring together academics and advanced doctoral students to work intensively on their respective research interests;

* to set up an informal network of experts and experts-to-be;

* to disseminate their findings through papers and publications, including via the website of the Research Centre –Intercollege;

* to produce a joint publication at the end of this spring school, with a selected number of contributions to be considered for publication in The Cyprus Review, the in-house journal, or in other learned journals. There will also be a translation of the book into Greek and Turkish, the two official languages of the Republic of Cyprus.

Nicosia is connected through two international airports, Larnaca and Paphos, and there are direct daily flights from a number of European cities including from London, Frankfurt, Paris, Rome and Athens. It takes about 45’-60’ to reach Nicosia by road. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Globalisation and Cultural Transmission: a graduate interdisciplinary conference
University of Cambridge, 27-28th May 2007

CALL FOR PAPERS
The Centre for Research in the Arts Social Sciences and Humanities (CRASSH) at Cambridge will host an international interdisciplinary conference to explore issues of cultural transmission in a global world. Nine plenary speakers representing literary theory, social and economic policy, translation studies, cultural history and media technology will join graduate students and young academics in a forum which will encourage consideration of the broader consequences of globalisation and its impact upon academic practice. Ultimately we hope to stimulate the development of methodologies that challenge temporal, geographical, and disciplinary boundaries.
Globalisation is a term that is often used but seldom interrogated. This conference seeks to explore the conceptual framework of ‘globalisation’ and its usage in a range of academic, political, economic, and cultural fields. Who or what drives globalisation? How is it made manifest? Is it yet a verifiable reality? Is it naïve to assume that globalisation facilitates cross-cultural communication?

This conference will investigate these questions, interrogate the assumptions that lie behind them, and discuss the implications of such assumptions. For example, if we cannot conclude that globalisation and cultural transmission are mutually beneficial, what effect does this have upon our understanding of historical and contemporary otherness? Alternatively, if a global economy can provide a new model of exchange, in what ways can this influence our approach to linguistic, cultural, or textual exchange?

Further questions which papers might pursue include: 

· How is the practice of transmission across cultural, geographical or temporal boundaries affected by types of media technology and telecommunications? 

· Is globalisation facilitating the transmission of ideas between discrete local cultures, or is it generating a new culture of transmission? 

· In what ways can globalisation influence our thinking about ideas and narratives of belonging, origin, or identity? How might this impact on our thinking about borderlands or diasporic space?

In keeping with the conference’s methodological focus, we also welcome papers that attempt to align these questions with those of academic practice:  

· In what ways can globalisation be seen as analogous to interdisciplinarity? 

· Does interdisciplinarity pose a threat to disciplinary excellence? 

· Should interdisciplinarity be understood in terms of transmission or exchange across disciplines, or does it require a critical vocabulary of its own?

We hope that such self-reflexivity will stimulate productive insights into the definition of the terms under examination, and their function in academic scholarship, and that we can illuminate the relevance of such scholarship to policy and practice at local and global levels. 

Proposals of 200 words maximum should be sent to Laura Kirkley (lak36@cam.ac.uk ) or Laura Davies (lid20@cam.ac.uk) by 1st February 2007. We are also happy to answer any further questions or queries regarding the aims or format of the conference. Please feel free to contact us at the above addresses.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------


Call For Papers

Centre for the Study of Childhood and Youth
Informatics Collaboratory of the Social Sciences (ICOSS)

THEME: Representing Children and Young People Through Research
Invitation to present at the postgraduate forum:

On January 19th 2007, the Centre for the Study of Childhood and Youth
will host the third in its ongoing series of postgraduate research fora,
bringing together postgraduates from diverse disciplines to consider key
issues for research with children and young people.

Presentations are invited which address issues raised in relation to
The interpretation and representation of children's lives and
childhoods.

If you would like to present a paper as part of the forum, please send:
your name and department (and University if other than the University of
Sheffield); a contact email address; a title for your presentation; an abstract of
250 words to Dawn Lessels by Wednesday 29th November. It would also be
helpful if you could indicate whether you need any equipment, other than power
point for your presentation.

Presentations will be selected by centre board members.

Previous events hosted by the CSCY have been well attended by
representatives from a variety of academic disciplines. Attendance is free and places are limited so early registration is recommended.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
 Launch of New Website: PostgraduateStudentships.co.uk 

www.postgraduatestudentships.co.uk

 PostgraduateStudentships.co.uk has recently launched and is the only
website designed specifically for both postgraduate students seeking
funding and university departments with funding to publicise, that
brings together all the different sources of taught and research
postgraduate student funding in one place.

PostgraduateStudentships.co.uk offers students a free, comprehensive,
searchable database of funding available for postgraduates for both
masters and research study.  


Centre for Critical and Cultural Theory

Theory Faith Culture -an international interdisciplinary conference

Cardiff University 3 July – 6 July 2007

Call for Papers

Religion is one of the most contested aspects of twenty-first century life. How can we understand and theorise the power of religion in the constitution of subjects and in its social, cultural and political manifestations? This conference will look at the interface between Theory, Faith and Culture. It will explore a range of theoretical approaches to the subject and attempt to further our understanding of some of the most important and pressing issues of the day. 

Papers are welcomed from all relevant disciplines.

Confirmed Keynote Speakers to date include 

Haleh Afshar, University of York; Luke Gibbons, University of Notre Dame; 

Richard Kearney, Boston College, USA; Glenn Jordan, University of Glamorgan; Laurent Milesi, Cardiff University; Gauri Viswanathan, Columbia University;
Proposals for papers are particularly welcome in the following areas: 

Theorising belief

Religion and Postmodernism

The Politics of Belief 

Religion and the New Right

Race and Religion 

Fundamentalisms

Religion, Multi-culturalism and Social Cohesion 

Islam in the West

Religion and Colonialism

Religion and Partition

Religion and Emancipation 

Religion and Patriarchy

Religion and Sexuality 

Religion in Wales 

Religion and Utopia

Atheism

Abstracts of 150 words should be sent to the following email address: tfc@Cardiff.ac.uk
Deadline for Proposals: 15 January 2007

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

MIGRATION AND DIASPORA
CULTURAL STUDIES NETWORK  (MDCSN)
CALL FOR PAPERS - Queer Diasporas
Workshop: Friday 25 May 2007

The diaspora and migration of people, thought and discourses in connection 
with sexuality and transformation of identity in general will be the subject 
of this workshop.  This will be approached by discussing representations and 
experiences of migrating desires through examples from visual and popular 
culture, literary studies, and ethnographic and sociological work. The 
workshop will also engage with questions of sexual and migration control 
regimes and look at their connections, overlaps and points of articulation. 
A further question will be how identities, cultures and spaces are, on the 
one hand, shaped and transformed and, on the other, constrained and put 
under surveillance in the context of migration and diaspora. 

Keynote Speaker

Professor Gayatri Gopinath, University of California, Davis (USA).

Offers of presentations, papers, discussion panels, or poster presentations 
are invited for the third workshop of the AHRC-funded MDSCN. Contributions 
are welcome from practitioners, activists and academics in all disciplines, 
and should foreground the following topics:


* Sexual and Migration Control Regimes
* Racialising Queer
* Transcultural Encounters and Intimacies
* Queer Genealogies
* Diasporic Affect and Sensation
* Rural and Urban Queer Bodies
* Performance
* Queer Diasporic Media
* Sexology and After
* Post-Queer Identities?
* Queer Diasporas and Globalisation

250-word abstracts should be sent by 2 February 2007 to one of the following 
addresses:
Rajinder Dudrah
Rajinder.dudrah@manchester.ac.uk 
Shirley Tate
s.a.tate@leeds.ac.uk 
Encarnación Gutiérrez Rodríguez
e.gutierrez@manchester.ac.uk 
Christopher Perriam
Christopher.perriam@manchester.ac.uk
Margaret Littler
margaret.littler@manchester.ac.uk 

CALL FOR PAPERS:
ANNUAL MECCSA POSTGRAD CONFERENCE
Thursday 12th and Friday 13th July 2007
University of the West of England (UWE) Bristol

The MeCCSA Postgraduate Network invites submission of abstracts for 
its annual postgraduate conference in July 2007, to be held at the 
University of The West of England (UWE) Bristol. This  
interdisciplinary conference welcomes papers on topics relevant to 
any area of media, communication, and cultural studies. The  
conference is organised by postgraduate students and it is designed 
for Masters and PhD students, as well as early years postdoctoral 
researchers.

This is an excellent opportunity for postgraduate students to present 
their work to likeminded individuals in a supportive and productive 
environment. The conference will also include keynotes and workshops 
from expert academics on topics pertinent to postgraduate students, 
including publishing, teaching practices and transitions between MA / 
PhD / work.

Please send abstracts (between 150 and 250 words) for proposed 20- 
minute papers by 1st February 2007 to Einar Thorsen,  
Einar.Thorsen@uwe.ac.uk and Libia Villazana,  
Libia2.Villazana@uwe.ac.uk. The abstracts should include:
A. Your name, contact details and institutional affiliation;
B. Title and topic of research, including method(s) used;
C. Three to five key words, which will help the reviewers classify 
your proposal;
D. Technical requirements for presentation.

Joint submissions of up to four speakers forming a panel are welcome.
Notification of acceptance will be sent out around the end of April 
2007.

More information, including details of keynote speakers, venues and 
conference fees, will shortly be available on the websites of the 
University of the West on England and the MeCCSA Postgraduate 
Network. Please check back over the coming weeks.
- MeCCSA-PGN: http://www.meccsa.org.uk/pgn/ 
- UWE CMS Events page: http://www.uwe.ac.uk/hlss/cms/events.shtml  

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Network – Call for Articles

Do you have a strong opinion on any aspect on being a postgraduate sociologist? Would you be interested in having your views published in the British Sociological Association’s Network magazine?  Whether it is a commentary on an event you have attended, a perspective on the Research Assessment Exercise, advice on how to get published, or any other relevant topic we would be interested in hearing from you.  We are always looking for ideas for articles relating to postgraduates that we could put forward for publication in Network.  If you have any such suggestions, please do not hesitate to contact us at the email addresses below, briefly outlining your idea.

Kerrin Clapton Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk; 

Ruth Lewis r.lewis@ed.ac.uk;

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you know of any sociological event that would be of interest to your fellow BSA postgraduate members, please bring this to our attention so we can let them know.  More generally, we are here to represent the interests and views of BSA postgraduate members.  If you have any issues you would like raised, complaints or praise to convey, or suggestions as to how the BSA can best serve its postgraduate members, please get in touch!

Kerrin Clapton Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk; 

Ruth Lewis r.lewis@ed.ac.uk;
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