Theory Study Group Report 2008
The Theory Study Group has become more active in the last year or so, with three new people convening it – Gurminder K. Bhambra (Warwick University), Ipek Demir (University of Leicester) and Stephen Kemp (University of Edinburgh).  This report details both activities/events that have already occurred, and those planned in the coming year.

Activities in the Last Year

BSA 2007

As part of the relaunch of the BSA Theory Study Group, an event was organized at the BSA’s Annual Conference in 2007, entitled ‘Sociological Theory: Still Going Wrong?’  The ‘plenary’ contribution on this theme was made by Gregor McLennan (University of Bristol) and was followed by a lively discussion from the floor, chaired by Gurminder K. Bhambra.
BSA 2008

For the BSA 2008 Conference, the Theory Study Group put out a specific call for papers, and organized the Theory stream at the conference. At the conference, there were excellent contributions on a range of topics including the nature of social norms, the relationship between social and natural science, issues of trust and vulnerability, and theorisations of emotions and violence.  There was also a Theory Study Group meeting in which various suggestions were put forward as to future events and activities that could be supported by the Theory Study Group.  

Forthcoming Activities

1968: Impact and Implications Conference:

This is the first conference organized by the relaunched BSA Theory Study Group.  It will take place on 3-4 July 2008 at Birkbeck, University of London, and will explore the ongoing relevance of the protests and ‘spirit’ of 1968.  The plenary speakers for the conference include Patricia Hill Collins, Paul Gilroy, Juliet Mitchell, William Outhwaite, Ken Plummer and Lynne Segal.  There will also be papers presented in a range of streams including: Social Movements: Theory and Practice; Global Considerations: Empire, Decolonization, Postcolonial Others; Feminism and Women’s Movements; and Questioning Science and Expertise. 

BSA 2009

The BSA Annual Conference is being restructured next year around streams representing core activities of members of the BSA. Theory will be one stream and the study group will be active in organising it.  We will also be looking to organize events such as a theory ‘sub-plenary’ and reading group session.  

Other Events

The Group is keen to be approached by those who want to organize other ‘theory’ events, including potentially other events at the BSA 2009 Annual Conference.  See the following webpage for contact details:

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/specialisms/Theory.htm 
