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Welcome to the November edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events, calls for papers and a call for notification for future events. Don’t forget to check out the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events.

Please note our new email address:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk
Lara, Kerrin, Ruth & Sam





PGF Convenors

At-a-glance contents:

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1)

3. Funding Opportunities/Job oppurtunities

4. Publications

5. BSA new study group: call for interest

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

a) 17th conference of the International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology, Swansea University, Wales, UK, 26th – 29th March 2008, Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice. 

b) Religion and Youth:  Annual Conference – Call for Papers:  8th – 10th April, 2008. Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Selly Oak, Birmingham, UK

c) Creative Work with Offenders and other socially excluded people:  Newport Centre for  Criminal and Community Justice:  Conference announcement and call for papers and workshops
d) The(e)ories: Advanced Seminars for Queer Research 2008

e) Mega-Events and Civil Societies:  A two-day international conference held at Queen Mary (University of London), UK

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
a) 17th conference of the International Association for Research in Juvenile Criminology, Swansea University, Wales, UK, 26th – 29th March 2008, Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice.
 
The conference will address the theme of ‘Promoting Positive Practices: Transforming Youth Justice Policy and Practice’. The conference will embrace positive practices in the areas of both prevention of delinquency and direct work with young people who have offended. Policy and practice interventions in communities, schools, sentencing, youth justice services/interventions and specialist institutions (education, treatment centres and custody) will be explored.

 
Please visit the website below for further information and a booking form.
 
http://www.swansea.ac.uk/human_sciences/News/Events/Headline,18499,en.asp
 
Or, alternatively, visit: http://www.swansea.ac.uk/human_sciences/ and follow the What’s Happening link.

b) “Religion and Youth:  Annual Conference – Call for Papers:  8th – 10th April, 2008. Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Selly Oak, Birmingham, UK
 

If we are to understand religion in contemporary society, and glimpse its future, we need to turn our attention to young people.  Young people are the generation at the forefront of cultural and social change.  It is their engagement with religion, religious ideas and institutions that tells us how resilient beliefs and practices are, whether faith has a future, and how religions adapt, transform and innovate in relation to wider social and cultural trends.  Equally, if we are to understand young people, we need to consider their spirituality as a core dimension of personhood: What forms does youth spirituality take? How, if at all, does religion shape their values and sense of purpose, their actions, identity and social integration?  The aim of this conference is to bring together scholars interested in religion, spirituality and young people in order to open up a wide ranging sociological debate on Religion and Youth.  We welcome papers on any subject around this theme - suggested areas for sociological reflection include the following (please note this list is not exhaustive nor in any order of preference):

 

· Youth Spirituality –  The nature of young people’s personal beliefs, practices and faith.  Spirituality and its role in decision-making and life choices.  Individual spirituality in relation to collective expressions of religion. Young people’s understanding of ‘spirituality’, ‘religion’ and ‘faith’.  

· Youth Religion and Social Capital – The role of faith communities in supporting young people in society.  Religion and social integration.  Faith, volunteering and civic responsibility amongst young people. 

· Religion, Young People and Families –  Religious socialisation within families.  Home as a site of religious practice and ritual for young people.  Religion and its influence on parenting practices and parent-child relations.   

· Religion and Youth Cultures, Subcultures and Lifestyle – Religious and spiritual expressions within youth culture.  Implicit religion and youth subculture.  Religion as a lifestyle choice for young people.  

· Radical Youth Religion –  Religious fundamentalism and extremism amongst young people.  Youth and religion as a force for social change.  

· Alternative Youth Religions –  Growing up in New Religious Movements.   Pagan youth and teenage witches.  Eco-spirituality and young people.  Religious innovation amongst young people.  

· Religion and Marginalised Youth – Religion as a source of empowerment.   Religion and young asylum seekers.   Religion as a cause of marginalisation for young people.  Marginalised youth within religious institutions.

· Researching Youth Religion – Methodological and ethical issues in researching young people and their faith.  The relationship between research and practitioner involvement with young people.  

· Religion and Young People’s Health – Religion as a factor in health related practices.  Religion and young people’s mental health.  Religion, well being and young people’s ‘spiritual health’.

· Religious and Spiritual Development – The role of schools, youth work and education in religious and spiritual development.  Conversion and apostasy amongst young people.  Measuring spiritual development.  

· Young People and Institutional Religion – Young people’s relationship with, and attitude towards, institutional religion.  Youth conferences, gatherings, pilgrimages and para-church events.  Youth and secularization.

· Generational Religious Differences – How do generations differ in young people’s religious beliefs and practices?  Influences on generational differences.

· Gender, Ethnicity and Young People’s Religious Identity –  Gender differences and young people’s religious beliefs and practices.  Religious patriarchy and young women. Religious engagement amongst minority ethnic groups.  Negotiating religious and ethnic identities.  

 

In addition to papers on the Religion and Youth theme, the conference will also have space for ‘work in progress’ on all topics concerned with the sociology of religion.   The Study Group has a vibrant postgraduate network and papers are very welcome from postgraduates as well as more established academics.  Key note and panel speakers will be confirmed on the Study Group website in due course (www.socrel.org.uk).

 

If you would like to present a paper at this conference, please submit a title and 200 word abstract (preferably by email) to Dr Sylvie Collins-Mayo on or before the 7th January, 2008.  One of the conference organisers will normally respond within two weeks so if you need a response before January in order to arrange or apply for funding, please send your abstract in earlier.

 

Contact details:

 

Dr Sylvie Collins-Mayo, Sociology, School of Social Sciences, Kingston University, Penrhyn Road, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey, KT1 2EE , United Kingdom,.  Tel: +44 (0) 208 547 2000 ext 62371.  Email: S.Collins-Mayo@Kingston.ac.uk.

 

Dr Ben Pink Dandelion, Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, 1046 Bristol Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham, B29 6LJ United Kingdom,.  Tel : +44 (0) 121 415 6782, Email:  BenPD@compuserve.com
 

Details of the conference venue can be found on Woodbrooke’s web page (www.woodbrooke.org.uk), but please address all conference correspondence to Sylvie Collins-Mayo or Ben Pink Dandelion.

c) CREATIVE WORK WITH OFFENDERS AND OTHER SOCIALLY EXCLUDED PEOPLE’:

NEWPORT CENTRE FOR CRIMINAL AND COMMUNITY JUSTICE:  CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR PAPERS AND WORKSHOPS

The Newport Centre for Criminal and Community Justice is holding its fourth one day conference on: Friday 18th April 2008, University of Wales, Newport, Caerleon Campus

Title: ‘CREATIVE WORK WITH OFFENDERS AND OTHER SOCIALLY EXCLUDED PEOPLE’

The conference will provide an opportunity to hear presentations and attend  workshops by academics, policy makers and practitioners in this important field.  Note: potential delegates, please note these details. Booking information will follow in December 2007

Call for Papers and Workshops

Papers and workshops (either or both) are invited from academics, policy makers and practitioners. The organisers will consider contributions in the following areas:

•
Unusual projects to rehabilitate offenders, both in the community and custody

•
Creative projects with individuals or groups aimed at increasing social inclusion

•
Theoretical papers around social inclusion and rehabilitation

•
Evaluations or other empirical studies

Abstract guidelines:

Proposals should be titled clearly and be a maximum of 250 words. Please submit via hard copy or email by 30th November 2007, also include:

•
Proposer’s name and contact details
•
Job title or role

•
Indication of whether abstract is submitted for a paper, workshop or both

Electronic copy of papers and workshops must be supplied to the organisers two weeks prior to the conference date.

Please submit abstracts to:

Nia.williams@newport.ac.uk  or send hard copy to Nia Williams by 30th 

November 2007: School of Health and Social Sciences, University of Wales, 

Newport, PO Box 180, Newport NP20 5XR

d)  The(e)ories: Advanced Seminars for Queer Research 2008
@ University College Dublin, Ireland

Sexuality and Phenomenology: Reading Sara Ahmed's Queer Phenomenology

Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22 May 2008

This two-day intensive, interdisciplinary seminar is devoted to reading the renowned feminist and postcolonial theorist Sara Ahmed’s important recent book, Queer Phenomenology: Orientations, Objects, Others (Duke University Press), which opens up a sustained dialogue between queer theory and phenomenology. The book engages critical questions about orientation, materiality and temporality and draws on queer theory, postcolonial theory, Marxism, feminism, critical race theory, psychoanalysis, as

well as the phenomenology of Edmund Husserl, Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Martin Heidegger and Frantz Fanon to ask crucial questions about how our bodies inhabit space and time.

Professor Ahmed will lecture on her related current work on day one of the seminar, which is a project on happiness, feeling and directionality. On day two specialists from the fields of queer theory, feminism and philosophy will offer short responses to Queer Phenomenology, in an effort to open the book up to further discussion with attendees of the seminar more generally. Professor Ahmed will participate in this discussion of her book.

Further Information & Registration:

Everyone is welcome however pre-registration is required. We suggest registering early as places are  limited to 30 people to facilitate an informal atmosphere. There is a nominal registration fee of 15e (academics/professionals) and 10e (students/dependent on circumstances) to cover costs. For further details contact: noreen.giffney@ucd.ie, michael.orourke@ucd.ie

e) Mega-Events and Civil Societies:  A two-day international conference held at Queen Mary (University of London), UK

Thursday 26 - Friday 27 June 2008:

http://www.greenpolitics-ecpr.org/gpsg_wiki/pmwiki.php?n=Main.Mega-Events
Call for Papers

Sporting mega-events, such as Olympic and Commonwealth Games and World Cups, have over the last two decades become increasingly central to the design and implementation of urban renewal strategies and the projection of local civic cultural and social identities to global audiences. They are widely held to act as key showcase opportunities for attracting external income investment, implementing major infrastructural development projects, creating new employment, reinforcing cultural democratisation and constructing enduring physical and symbolic legacies. They also, increasingly, function as key international governance regimes for the dissemination of current expressions of universal worldviews, such as human rights, civil equality, and environmentalism: indeed, major international tournaments, from World Cups to Olympic Games, now routinely demand the integration of sustainable development principles into event staging.

Yet for civil societies, sporting mega-events are also inherently problematic and  controversial. Their staging has recently been associated by a number of academics and social actors with the channelling of public resources to transnational corporate interests, the attendant privatisation of public space, the suspension and loss of civil liberties, the reduction of democratic accountability, the downgrading of social policy priorities, and the entrenchment of social polarisation. This inter-disciplinary international conference, to be held in London four years ahead of the city's 2012 Olympics and two months before the Beijing Games, therefore invites papers assessing the impact of sporting mega-events on civil societies. These may include, in general, the opportunities afforded to, and responses and resistances constructed by, social movements, community groups, NGOs and other civil society actors; more specifically, we would particularly welcome contributions addressing:

· protest against mega-events in all its forms;

· the re-drawing of urban space, population displacement, in/exclusion;

· mega-events as opportunities for ecological modernisation, the implementation of sustainable development policies, and their evaluation;

· mega-events, transnational civil society actors and local populations;

· mega-events and social class;

· mega-events and prostitution;

· the gendering of social and cultural spaces;

· the corporatisation of civic space, the development of counter-globalisation frames and mobilisations;

· civil liberties and the implementation of new security agendas;

· political and media representations of mega-events;

· mega-events as social movement 'venues';

· mega-events and North-South paradigms;

· event staging and the development of international governance regimes;

· other relevant topics

Please submit abstracts of up to 300 words to either Graeme Hayes (g.a.hayes@aston.ac.uk<mailto:g.a.hayes@aston.ac.uk>) or John Karamichas (j.karamichas@qub.ac.uk<mailto:j.karamichas@qub.ac.uk>) by Monday 17 December 2007. Expressions of interest are welcomed, as are proposals for panels of three papers. Further information, including details of keynote speakers, will appear on the conference website in due course.

 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities

Research Assistant:  Qualitative Research:  Department of Public Health & Policy, Centre for Research on Drugs & Health Behaviour (24 month contract) 
We are seeking to appoint a researcher to undertake qualitative longitudinal research on a Department of Health funded study of coping and resilience among children (10-18 years) of parents who are problematic drug users. The post is full-time for 24 months, starting December 2007, and based in the Centre for Research on Drugs and Health Behaviour at the Department of Public Health and Policy. Participating projects of the study are based in Nottingham, Staffordshire, Kent and London. 

Salary will be on the Research Assistant grade 5 (£28,330-£32,542) p.a. inclusive as at 1 August 2007. The successful applicant will be placed on the scale according to relevant qualifications. The post-holder will be managed by Professor Tim Rhodes. 

For further particulars and an application form, please contact The Personnel Office, LSHTM (telephone 020 7927 2203 (24 hour answer phone) or e-mail personnel@lshtm.ac.uk), quoting reference TR2. Only applications in the format outlined in the recruitment pack will be considered. 

Closing date for applications is Friday 26th October. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4.   BSA new study group: call for interest

BSA Climate Change Study Group

One of the SOAg members, Chris Shaw, is interested in setting up a new BSA study group on climate change and is very keen to learn of other members  who might also be interested in joining and would be willing signatories to an application to the BSA (15 signatures are needed to set up a group).

Chris states that, in short "the study group would be set up on the basis that climate change is primarily a social rather than scientific problem and as such sociology has a primary, but as yet unrealised, role in providing a solution. The group would in part be a place where relevant texts and resources could be collated and discussed as a process in which a distinct sociological stance and involvement in the debate is articulated and carried forward"

If you are interested in becoming part of the proposed study group, please could you email Julie Cappleman-Morgan (BSA) at julie.bsa-soa@ntlworld.com
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. BSA Conference PG Forum:  Call for Postgrad input

We are currently in the process of putting together the schedule for the 2008 BSA Annual conference to be held at Warwick University on Friday 28th-Sunday 30th March and need your help....

As you may be aware, we currently hold three postgraduate sessions at the conference and would like your input into how we utilise the time this year.  In the past, we have held sessions dedicated to the following topics:

* preparing for your viva 

* dealing with Professor Ego at conferences; 

* Tom Hall responding to Buroway's Public Sociology paper

* a publishing panel.

* The emotional labour of a PhD

* "Crazy Paving:  Careers after postgraduate study"

* "Sociologie sans frontiers?:  The responsibility of sociologists"

If you have any particular topics you would like us to include in this year's line up please drop us an email at PGForum@britsoc.org.uk

Equally, if you have any feedback on how we might better cater for PG students at the conference please do not hesitate to get in touch with your ideas.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter.

Don’t want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events?

All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: http://www.britsoc.co.uk/about/Postgraduate+Forum.htm
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


