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BSA POSTGRADUATE FORUM NEWSLETTER

August 2008

Welcome to the August edition of the BSA PGF newsletter.   It includes the at-a-glance contents list, details of forthcoming events and a call for notification for future events. 

Don’t forget to check out the website – www.britsoc.co.uk/students for regular updates on PG events; the forum - http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb for all the latest PGF discussions; or contact us on PGForum@britsoc.org.uk with any PGF news/updates!

Lara, Mark, Hasnain, & Mike 





PGF Convenors

**Improvements to the PGF**

**Keep your eyes peeled for the new “PGF Corner” in Network, a regular feature designed to report on all the Postgrad news and reviews.  We will be looking for reports on Postgrad events, PGF member profiles and discussion pieces to include in forthcoming issues.  Please get in touch if you would like to contribute**

**We are also launching ‘PG FOCUS’ a regular PG podcast feature for the BSA website.  Details of how to get involved will be circulated shortly**

At-a-glance contents: 

1. Forthcoming events at a glance, including calls for papers 

2. Full details of 1.

3. Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

4. Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for journal submissions

5. Other News

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1.
Forthcoming events at a glance:

Events are listed in chronological order:

	
	Conference
	Location
	Date

	A
	"Intersex: A Disorder of Discourse?"
	London South Bank University
	3rd Sept 2008

	B
	Academic Identities in Crisis?  
	University of Central Lancashire
	4th - 6th Sept 2008 

	C
	BSA Postgraduate Day School: 'Surviving the Postgraduate Experience'
	Department of Sociology, Edward Wright Building, University of Aberdeen
	5th Sept 2008

	D
	Cricket and Globalization
	Headingley Carnegie Stadium, Leeds 
	8th Sept 2008

	E
	TEACHING SOCIOLOGY WORKSHOP
	Marriott Hotel, Cardiff
	15th Sept 2008

	F
	RESEARCHING YOUTH FOOTBALL
	Loughborough University
	Sept 17th 2008

	G
	Advances in Ethnography, Language and Communication
	Aston University
	20th Sept 2008

	H
	Academic Health Sciences Centres: What are they and what will be their impact on Women's Health?
	King's College, London
	23 Sept 2008

	I
	Social Aspects of Death, Dying & Bereavement
	The Quaker Meeting House, Sheffield
	17th Nov 2008

	J
	Sex/ualities In and Out of Time Conference 
	Edinburgh 
	28-29th Nov 2008

	K
	Conference Representation and Practices of Living Spaces
	University of Luxembourg
	4-5 Dec 2008

	L
	C-SAP early careers event 
	Radisson Grafton Manor, London
	12-13 Dec 2008


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
Further Information about events listed in section 1
a) "Intersex: A Disorder of Discourse?"
3 September 2008

2-6, London South Bank University

(Lecture Theatre A, Keyworth Centre)

See: http://www.lsbu.ac.uk/about/maps.shtml
Organised by Iain Morland (co-founder of the Critical Sexology Seminar Series)

Speakers:

Emily Grabham (Research Fellow, AHRC Research Centre for Law, Gender and Sexuality, University of Kent)

"Knitting the Nation, Stitching Permanence: Intersex Bodies and the Construction of the Nation in Time"

Iain Morland (Lecturer in Cultural Criticism, Cardiff University)

"Ways of Reading the Intersex Controversy"

Elizabeth Reis (Associate Professor, Women's and Gender Studies Program, University of Oregon)

"What's in a Name? History, Medicine, and Intersex"

Respondents:

Sarah Creighton (Consultant Gynaecologist, UCL Hospitals Trust)

Lih-Mei Liao (Clinical Psychologist, UCL Hospitals Trust) 

The seminar is open to all and entry is free. There is no need to register your intention to attend with the organisers.

b) Academic Identities in Crisis?  4th - 6th September 2008 
University of Central Lancashire, UK   

Conference Website - www.uclan.ac.uk/host/academic-crisis/
 

Fictional texts like Possession and the saga of the University of Poppleton provide us with
fascinating accounts of academic identity - and simply surviving inside and outside universities.
 

This interdisciplinary conference will break new ground by exploring questions of identity as they relate to teaching, research, moves between disciplines or even professions, career and lifecourse transitions and public and private identities.  Stuart Hall talks of the 'suturing' process of constructing our identities out of fragments (1996), and we begin from the position that our identities are fragile and constantly shifting.  However, there may well be some common and recurrent features, and we invite colleagues from all subject areas and roles, both inside and outside universities, to join us in mapping some of our identities and possibly finding synergies. 
 

Keynote Speakers 
Professor Laurie Taylor 

Professor Heidi Macpherson (De Montfort University) 
Professor Paul Trowler (University of Lancaster) 
Professor Gina Wisker (University of Brighton) 
This conference will be of interest to anyone who wishes to reflect upon and interrogate their academic identity, in any subject area and from a variety of backgrounds. 
 

Conference Booking/Registration Forms can be found at the conference website: 
 

Conference Website - www.uclan.ac.uk/host/academic-crisis/
 
Please address all general enquiries to:
Gail Simpson, Conference Officer, Conference and Events Management,
University of Central Lancashire, Foster Building, Room 10, Preston 

PR1 2HE, UK
c) BSA Postgraduate Day School: 'Surviving the Postgraduate Experience'
A one day Event for postgraduate students. Free to BSA members.

The event will take place on 5th September 2008, 10:45-17:00, at the Department of Sociology, Edward Wright Building, University of Aberdeen.

Further details will be available from www.britsoc.co.uk/events/postgrad. 
d) Cricket and Globalization

A one-day conference organised jointly by Leeds Metropolitan University and Royal Holloway University of London

To be held at Headingley Carnegie Stadium, Leeds 8th September 2008.

This seems to be another important moment in the often turbulent history of world cricket. The last sixty years have seen the game travel from the sometimes painful dismantlement of the British Empire into the globalized sports arena. The talk now is of TV deals, Twenty 20 leagues, franchises and a game no longer administered from the hallowed Lords.

This timely day conference brings together leading speakers from the UK and abroad to discuss the issues, challenges and limitations of the globalization of cricket.

Speakers:

Robert Holton (Trinity College, Dublin) on the Theories and Dimensions of Globalisation

Mike Marqusee (Freelance Writer, London) on Cricket and the Decline of English Influence

Rob Steen (University of Brighton and Cricket Writer on the Economics of Contemporary Cricket

Habib Knondker (Zayed University Abu Dhabi) on Globalization and National Belonging

Pradeep Magazine (Cricket Writer and author of Not Quite Cricket, India) on Cricket and Corruption

Stephen Wagg (Leeds Metropolitan University) on Cricket and the Limits of Globalization.

Sir Hilary Beckles (University of the West Indies) on the World Cup of 2007 and the Continuing Crisis of Caribbean Cricket.

Barry Axford and Richard Huggins (Oxford Brookes University) on Cricket and the Internet

Jon Gemmell (Kennet School, Berkshire) on Cricket and Anti-Racism

Dan Burdsey (University of Brighton) on Migration, Identity and English Cricket

Dominic Malcolm, Graham Curry and Alan Bairner (Loughborough University) on Cricket, Islam and the Postcolonial: reflections on the death of Bob Woolmer. 

Chris Rumford (Royal Holloway University of London) on Cricket and Controversy

Fee: £50; £25 Students/Unwaged. Cheques should be made out to: ‘Leeds Met’ and sent to:

Sarah Pennock 

Leeds Metropolitan University 

Room 101

The Coach House

Headingley Campus

LEEDS
LS6 3QS

Tel. 0113 283 2600 (Ext.28509) 

s.pennock@leedsmet.ac.uk
e) TEACHING SOCIOLOGY WORKSHOP

Monday 15th September 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Richard d'Eclair room, Marriott Hotel, Mill Lane, Cardiff, CF10 1EZ

Come and share ideas & learn from others Teaching sociology: with imagination & theory

Sociologists recognise the importance of the sociological imagination and social theory, but often find them to be difficult concepts to communicate to undergraduate students. This one-day workshop aims to encourage discussion about the range of challenges, obstacles, successes and other experiences sociologists face when teaching social theory and encouraging students to 'think sociologically'.

Key contributions:

Prof. Rob Mears (Bath Spa)
Chair of Sociology reference group, C-SAP; membership services director, BSA

Introduction and plenary

Dr. David Mellor (UWIC)

'Sparking sociological imaginations, generating epistemological shudders, and other modular conundrums'

Prof. Ralph Fevre (Cardiff University)

 'Do theory textbooks put students off? And what else could they read?'

Places are free, but limited, to reserve your place contact: Jan Hanley (j.hanley@bathspa.ac.uk) or call 0122 587 5601
f) RESEARCHING YOUTH FOOTBALL: LOUGHBOROUGH 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 17TH 2008

Registration is now open for the Researching Youth Football conference at Loughborough University in September 2008.

The conference will bring together 120 of the foremost researchers, policymakers and practitioners in youth football to showcase research and exchange ideas and expertise in a multi-disciplinary event that examines youth football through the perspectives of sport policy, sociology, coaching, pedagogy, sports psychology and physiology. Plenary presentations in the morning will be followed in the afternoon by parallel streams in coaching/pedagogy and sociology/sports policy. Confirmed speakers include representatives of the FA, FIFA and Premiership Clubs - along with a health mix of academics!

The conference website is about to go live. In the meantime, you can register by completing the attached registration form (this is a simple Word document) and returning it be email, or downloading it and posting it to us. The registration is also available as hard copy on the conference flyer. Early bird registrations (£85) are available until the end of July with discounted rates (£45) for students. Our previous Researching Youth Sport conference sold out so please book sooner rather than later!

European colleagues may like to note that the conference site at Loughborough University is less than 10 minutes drive from Nottingham East Midlands airport to which there are regular flights from many European cities. Maybe you can join us!
g) Advances in Ethnography, Language and Communication
20th September 2007, Aston University

This one-day conference aims to explore the possibilities and problems of employing
ethnographic approaches to the analysis of verbal and textual data, and consider how such methods can complement other perspectives and methods of inquiry. Plenary speakers include Celia Roberts (Department of Education & Professional Studies, Kings College London) and Janet Maybin (Centre for Language and Communication, Open University).

The conference fee is £15, including a buffet lunch, tea and coffee. A programme and registration form are available at http://www.ioe.ac.uk/schools/clc/elc/.

Further information and enquiries should be directed to melissa.de_graaff@kcl.ac.uk.

h) Academic Health Sciences Centres: What are they and what will be their impact on Women's Health?
Tuesday 23 September 2008

Venue: King's College, London

Registration Details:
Non-Fellow: £35
Associate: £5
Trainee - Fellow: £5
Student Members: £5
Trainee - Non-Fellow: £25
Midwife: £20
Health Care Professional: £20
Student: £10
Fellow: £5

Meeting ref: MB-E10-5

CPD: 3 credits

5.30 pm


Registration, tea and coffee 
Chair: Mr Eugene Oteng - Ntim, President, Forum on the Maternity & the Newborn


6.00 pm


Academic Health Science Centre: Implication for Research in Women's Health 
Professor Steve Smith, Principal of the Faculty of Medicine, Imperial College London, Chief Executive of the Imperial College Healthcare NHS Trust 

6.20 pm
Academic Health Science Centre: Implication for the wider NHS 
Mr Ron Kerr, Chief Executive, Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust 

6.40 pm
Academic Health Science Centre: Implication for training and development 
Dr Diana Hamilton-Fairley, Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, Head of London School of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

7.00 pm
Completion of evaluation forms 

7.05 pm
Academic Health Science Centre: Behind the headlines? 
Sir Muir Gray, Chief Knowledge Officer of the NHS 

7.25 pm
Discussion 

8.35 pm
Close of meeting
Wine and nibbles 
i) Social Aspects of Death, Dying & Bereavement

Monday 17th November 2008, 10am - 4.30pm
Venue: The Quaker Meeting House, Sheffield.

Theme: Identities and Transitions

This theme provides an opportunity to re-visit the concepts 'death', 'dying' and 'bereavement', and consider how Death Studies has dealt with the diversity and heterogeneity which they encompass - and sometimes obscure.   We therefore welcome papers which ask how aspects of identity based on differences such as social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality might become important around the time of death.  Included here are regional and rural/urban distinctions; as well as differences between - and among - practitioner and lay identities. In addition, we invite participants to consider the contribution of theoretical work on identity and transition.  For example, the notion that identity is an embodied process, rather than a label that the individual acquires.  Does this perspective shed useful light on the transitions associated with dying and bereavement?   What are the implications for identity when the body undergoes critical change, when it disappears, when it returns via photographs, other media, its residual belongings?  And as the materiality of the body undergoes change, what role do transitions between contexts - from home to institution, from bed to coffin - play in shaping identity? Has the concept of social death obscured more subtle processes of social dying? 

Please send 250 word abstracts for 20 minute papers to Jenny Hockey (j.hockey@sheffield.ac.uk).
Deadline for abstract submission is the 15th September.
Symposium Registration opens on 10th July.
Symposium fees: £20 for BSA members and £25 for non-BSA members. 

Please visit the department of Sociological Studies, University of Sheffield website to register and for further symposium details http://www.shef.ac.uk/socstudies
j) Sex/ualities in and Out of Time
We would like to remind you that the deadline for abstracts for the Sex/ualities In and Out of Time conference is 15 August, which is a month from today. The conference is already shaping up to be a truly international event, with abstracts being sent in from the US, Canada, Beirut, Germany and the UK.

The CFPs can be found at our website: www.sexualitiesconference.co.uk. In due time, this will be used for all conference details, including the programme and registration.

Please do contact us if you have any questions.
k)  Representation and Practices of Living Spaces: Revisiting the “Urban” and the “Rural”

4-5 December 2008

The “urban” and the “rural” have been of scientific interest to human and social studies at

regular intervals. The global market, knowledge economy and sustainable development –

influential agents and watchwords of our times – are reshaping public as well as private,

urban and rural spaces. The conceptual opposition between the “urban” and the “rural” has

been considerably blurred with the emergence of urban sprawl, periurbanisation and

rurbanisation phenomena.

However, while scientific discourses proceed to a levelling out of the city/country dialectic,

the opposition appears to persist in the collective imagination (conveyed by politicians, artists

or local associations for instance).

To tackle this very complex trans- and interdisciplinary issue, the conference will focus on the

discourses of – and the actual living in – these spaces. What are, for instance, the instruments

that assess not only social relations but also relations to space and time (e.g. everyday

practices of mobility) and that allow us to analyse and differentiate “being” and “doing” in

environments traditionally considered “urban” and “rural”?

This conference proposes to rethink the intricate urban-rural paradigm, regarding, on the one

hand, diverse modes of appropriation (physical, visual, temporal) available to the resident,

and, on the other hand, public and shared representations (as found in literature, the arts,

political and scientific discourses).

The objective of the colloquium is to offer a genuine exchange platform for current research

projects, the main target audience being young researchers and doctoral students. Two grants

of 200€ each, offered by the Fonds National de la Recherche, will thus be awarded by the

scientific committee to the most pertinent proposals. Futhermore, there will be an opportunity

to present and discuss posters of those researchers not giving a paper. The author of the most

relevant poster may be invited – following the advice of the scientific committee – to

contribute an article to the publication of the conference papers.

The conference Representation and Practices of Living Spaces is organized by the

association Humanités Associées, an association of young researchers in social and human

sciences (www.humanites-associées.lu). It will take place from 4-5 December 2008 at the

University of Luxembourg. The working language is English. Conferences may also be held

in French, if accompanied by a powerpoint presentation in English.

Registration fees are 50€ for speakers, 20€ for professional participants and 10€ for student

participants.

Abstracts of approx. 300 words, written in French or English, and a short CV should be sent

before 1 October 2008 to the following e-mail address: conference@humanites-associees.lu

Contact: Jeanne E. Glesener, Rachèle Raus

l) C-SAP early careers event

The BSA and the National Subject Centre for Sociology, Anthropology & Politics (C-SAP) at the University of Birmingham are joining forces to organise a 2-day early careers event in London in December. The event is subsidised by C-SAP so that the two day event only costs £70, but the BSA is offering free places to the first 15 BSA members who sign up. The event will cover, among other things:
· Building a career 
· Networking 

· Getting the best out of supervisors 

· Getting published 

· Beginning to teach 

· Curriculum design 

· Improving assessment 

· Preparing for the viva 

Radisson Grafton Manor – 12-13 December 2008
Email queries f.l.worrall@bham.ac.uk
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.
Funding Opportunities/Job opportunities/Prize awards

1.  PhD Studentship Available: Communication in Training for Healthcare.

The PHANTOM Project at King's College London invites applications for a PhD studentship funded by the ESRC's Teaching and Learning Research Programme. The studentship will be based in the Work, Interaction and Technology research centre (http://www.kcl.ac.uk/wit).

This successful candidate will conduct research on communication in healthcare training in order to:
- generate a body of empirical findings and conceptual distinctions concerning the practices and problems associated with communicating manual skills in training contexts;
- develop and assess video-based field methods for the study of training;
- produce recommendations for the design and deployment of advanced simulators and technologies to support training.

The studentship includes full payment of fees and a 3-4 year maintenance grant (depending upon previous qualifications) (currently in the region of £14,600 tax-free per annum). The studentship is planned to begin in
October 2008.

Applicants must have a 1st class or upper 2nd class honours degree, or masters in a social science or other relevant discipline. The successful candidate should preferably have some experience of ethnography,
ethnomethodology and/or conversation analysis. Applicants should be UK residents, or EU residents who have lived in the UK for over three years.

Applications should include a completed postgraduate application form (downloadable at: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/schools/sspp/mgmt/phd/) as well as a cover letter outlining your experience and research interests. No references are required at this stage - they will be pursued later.

Applications should be posted by *August 11, 2008* to the following address:
Andrea Sudbury
Department of Management
King's College London
Franklin-Wilkins Building
London SE1 9NH

Further information about the PHANTOM project is available at: http://www.tlrp.org/proj/tel/tel_cox.html
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. PhD Studentships available

The Faculty of Health and Social Care at The Open University is seeking high-quality applications from qualified candidates for two full-time fully funded postgraduate research studentships commencing October 2008.

A. Investigating the impact of a Continuing Professional Education programme on practice

This studentship is part funded by the OU-RCN Strategic Alliance.

B. Open studentship.

Suggested topics fall into the general areas of: parenting; children and young people; ageing; end of life; learning difficulties; participative methodology; nursing; social work.

The Faculty of Health and Social Care has a lively post-graduate student group undertaking wide-ranging research both in the UK and internationally. We are expecting five full time students to start in October 2008. More details about the entry criteria and suggested research topics are provided in the further particulars.

Closing date for the above studentships is 12 noon on 31st July, 2008 with interviews in early September.

Studentships commence on 1 October 2008. Applicants must normally reside in the UK for the duration of the studentship.

For detailed information about both studentships, and to apply online, go to http://www3.open.ac.uk/employment; or contact Faculty Research Office, Tel: 01908 858373/654233 or e-mail hsc-research-enquiries@open.ac.uk
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. PhD Studentship available
Growing up sustainably? Young people and ‘sustainable’ urban development

£12 500 per annum (including £1000 research expenses budget) and tuition fees for 3 years

The University of Northampton invites applications for a 3-year PhD studentship, to support a research project investigating impacts of ‘sustainable’ urban development upon children and young people’s everyday geographies and environmental behaviours.

The successful applicant will be based in the Centre for Children and Youth, a nationally flagged centre of excellence based at The University of Northampton. Supervisory support and research training shall be provided by staff from the Centre for Children and Youth and from the University’s Field of Environmental Science (based in the School of Applied Sciences).

The Doctoral research project will entail a programme of quantitative and qualitative research regarding new urban developments in the English East Midlands. It is envisaged that this research will entail:

· short, semi-structured interviews with young people;

· in-depth, qualitative projects with young people (perhaps involving discussion groups, diary-work or visual methods);

· consultation with key decision-makers and planners involved in local processes of ‘sustainable’ urban development.

It is anticipated that the research project will lead to new empirical/theoretical understandings relating to one or more of the following areas: sustainability; environmental behaviours; nature-society relations; youth; urban development.

Applicants should possess a good Honours or Masters Degree in Geography or a cognate discipline. They should have demonstrable experience of qualitative and quantitative social research, and a commitment to researching with young people.

Deadline for applications:
09:00 GMT, 11th August 2008, 

It is intended that interviews will be held during the last two weeks of August 2008.

Start date: September/October 2008

For an application pack, please email: david.watson@northampton.ac.uk, or call 01604 892812.

Additional informal enquiries can be made to john.horton@northampton.ac.uk
Please quote reference: UN08SUSTAIN

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. POST-DOC position at the Department of Sociology of Tilburg University, The Netherlands - fulltime, 3 years (January 2009 - January 2012)

Vacancy number 400.08.22

The post-doc will do research on the project 

 “Evaluation of welfare state performance by the European public”

Job description
The main task of the candidate is to carry out empirical studies describing and explaining the perceptions that people in European countries have of the performance of the welfare state they live in. Unique features of the project are that welfare state performance evaluations are not yet studied as a dependent variable, and that the project will analyse data from the first EU comparative module on welfare attitudes, which will be part of the 2008 wave of the European Social Survey (ESS). An additional specific feature is that explanatory models will include country level variables (notably welfare relevant socio-economic and socio-cultural indicators, as well as variables of welfare state institutional design), which implies a strong emphasis on the application of techniques for multi-level data-analyses.

The candidate will cooperate with prof. Wim van Oorschot and dr. Ruud Luijkx of the Department of Sociology, and will work in an internationally demanding and stimulating environment with partners from 7 EU countries. The study is part of a wider EU project on ‘Welfare Attitudes in a Changing Europe’ which was granted by the European Science Foundation in the framework of its EUROCORES/HUMvib programme (for details on HUMvib see: www.esf.org/activities/eurocores/programmes/humvib.html).

Requirements 
We look for a social scientist who:

- has successfully completed (or is about to complete) a PhD-thesis of high quality

- has substantial (EU) comparative knowledge of welfare state institutions and of social policies

- has substantial knowledge of and expertise in the application of techniques for the analysis of large-scale survey data, especially in multi-level analyses

- has a track record of very good study results throughout his or her academic career

- has articles published (or accepted for publication) in international, refereed journals

Terms of employment 
Tilburg University belongs to the top of the best employers of the Netherlands and is known for her good terms of employment. The post-doctoral researcher’s position offers a three-year full-time contract, commencing preferably January 1, 2009. The salary for a full-time contract ranges between € 2330,-  and  € 4284,- gross a month (UFO scale researcher 4-3). 

Applications and information

Additional information about Tilburg University and the Department of Sociology can be obtained from: www.uvt.nl. Specific information about the vacancy can be obtained from Wim van Oorschot, Professor of Sociology (w.v.oorschot@uvt.nl, +31 13 466 2794), or Dr Ruud Luijkx, Associate Professor in Sociology (r.luijkx@uvt.nl, +31 13 466 2
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Fellowships in Science and Technology Studies at Oxford
We are currently offering a number of postdoctoral opportunies in STS research and would appreciate your help in sharing the details with your networks:
Details and particulars available from the home page of the James Martin Institute website at http://www.martininstitute.ox.ac.uk 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. Phil Strong Memorial Prize
We are pleased to announce the Phil Strong Memorial Prize for the Academic year 2008-09.  It is anticipated that there will be one prize to the value of £1000.  The purpose of the prize is to contribute to the advancement of medical sociology by supporting post-graduate research in medical sociology.
Details and particulars available from the BSA website at http://www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/PhilStrong.htm 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.  Publications: Introducing new journals and calls for Journal submissions

1. CALL FOR PAPERS FOR A SPECIAL ISSUE OF IRSS

Interrogating Athletic Urbanism: The politics of sport spectacles in the economy of appearances

Guest Editor: Thomas F. Carter, University of Brighton

The use of sport to promote a sense of community within a sweeping urban environment as well to project specific imagery of a city in a competitive global environment tends to follow discursive strategies based on consumerism and modernism.  These strategies are consumerist to the extent that a city becomes a playground for certain constituencies to associate their leisure with high-profile sporting experiences.  Equally, they are modernist in that participation in sport symbolically demonstrates the city’s modern qualities and characteristics thereby providing proof that the city in question is a fully civilized, cosmopolitan environment. Sport, then, reflects civic leaders’ efforts to harness perceived social, political, and economic capital of sport for the benefit of the city, as they widely imagine it. 

The production of city image-making fuels transnational corporate investment and it is this ‘economy of appearances’ that forms the place-making competition between cities. The self-conscious construction processes of dramatic performance create the conditions in which capital accumulation becomes a performance; a spectacle that demonstrates and asserts a city’s financial viability and status. Essentially the drama of spectacular accumulation makes the city a commodity, bought and sold, torn down, speculated upon, and fought over, in which ‘that which appears is good, that which is good appears’.  Cities have to be seen to be dynamic, progressive, modern –in a word “global”– before actually becoming so. Consequently, the dramatization of cities’ potential as viable places becomes crucial and it is this dramatization through spectacle that informs the economy of appearances.  Whatever the imagery used, these discursive constructs rely on the idea that the city in question is a sporting city: a city that demonstrates its vitality, energy, civilization, and modernity through its sporting capacity.  
Articles for this special issue of IRSS should address the politics of civic image-making through sporting spectacle: looking at how sport is harnessed for the construction of modernity in a global context. These papers should look at how selected cities - including ones not normally associated with the ideas of globalization - assert a place in a broader global order while at the same time keeping a localized context and significance through the use of sport. 

Expressions of interest; queries and/or submissions should be maid via t.f.carter@brighton.ac.uk
Submissions will be subject to the standard and rigorous style conventions and refereeing procedures of IRSS. For further details of submissions conventions see: http://www.sagepub.com/journalsProdManSub.nav?prodId=Journal200937

2. First issue of ENQUIRE published - Methodologies and Methods: variations on a theme

Editors: Nicki Senior & Joe Greener

The Journal ENQUIRE (Electronic Nottingham Quarterly for Ideas, Research and Evaluation) is a high quality online journal for the social sciences and provides an encouraging and exciting space for postgraduate academic research from the UK and world-wide.

Research in social science sees the continuous redrawing and redesigning of methodological approaches. For its first issue, ENQUIRE has published papers which actively engage in current methodological debates and reflect on the use of particular research methods.

The first issue (now available at www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire ) includes the following articles.

Preface: Ask, find out (v), question, investigation (n): ENQUIRE and enquiry
Elizabeth Murphy & Saul Becker

Building Bridges: Participatory and Emancipatory Methodologies with Indigenous Communities Affected by the Oil Industry
Maria Teresa Martinez Dominguez

In Defence of Poststructural Ethics in Sociological Praxis: Derrida, Levinas and Nancy
Btihaj Ajana

Systematic Reviewing in the Social Sciences: Outcomes and Explanation
Liz Victor

Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Researching the Dynamics of Childhood Poverty
Sarah Taylor

Participant and Non-participant Observation in Gambling Environments
Jonathan Parke & Mark Griffiths

Measuring Personality Constructs: The Advantages and Disadvantages of Self-Reports, Informant Reports and Behavioural Assessments
Jennifer Dodorico

For more information about the journal, please visit www.nottingham.ac.uk/sociology/enquire or email: enquire@nottingham.ac.uk 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.  Other News

A. Radio Show

The CBC Radio 1 program "Ideas" has been running a regular series since
last November called "How to Think About Science." It features
interviews with leading historians, sociologists, and anthropologists of
science. All of the episodes are now available on-line at
http://www.cbc.ca/ideas/features/science/index.html .

Amongst those interviewed are Simon Schaffer (Episode 1), Lorraine
Daston (Episode 2), Hacking and Pickering (Episode 4), Beck and Latour
(Episode 5)....

B. Web-based distance learning course

PROMOTING CULTURAL COMPETENCE
 
Commencing 13 October 2008, 8 weeks duration - £500
See http://www.mdx.ac.uk/hssc/business/docs/ccflyoct08.pdf

This is an online course for people working in health and social care
seeking to enhance their skills and knowledge and comply with national
policies and the expectations of an ethnically diverse, multicultural
population.

Developed by Professor Irena Papadopoulos, an authority in the fields of
transcultural health, nursing, and cultural competence studies, students
will be able to utilise credits gained by successful completion of this
course to progress towards advanced studies/awards.

Further information and a registration form can be obtained from our website
at http://www.mdx.ac.uk/hssc/business.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( Got a Postgrad event you want to advertise?  Let us know about it!  

Email us at:  PGForum@britsoc.org.uk  and we will include it in the next edition of the PGF Newsletter:  The newsletter is distributed on the 1st of every month, therefore submission deadlines are the 25th of the preceeding month.  

( Don't want to wait for the newsletter to find out about PG events? 
All these events are also advertised on the BSA website at: 
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/events/ForthcomingEvents.htm 

( For comments, queries and posts about current PG life and post-PhD experiences, visit the PG Forum online at: 

http://www.britsoc.co.uk/phpbb/ 

( Check out the new ‘PGF Corner’ in ‘Network’ for all Postgrad related news and reviews
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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