BSA Postgraduate Forum Newsletter – January 2007 

If you know of any sociological event that would be of interest to your fellow BSA postgraduate members, please bring this to our attention so we can let them know.  More generally, we are here to represent the interests and views of BSA postgraduate members.  If you have any issues you would like raised, complaints or praise to convey, or suggestions as to how the BSA can best serve its postgraduate members, please get in touch! 

Kerrin Clapton Kerrin.Clapton@blueyonder.co.uk
Ruth Lewis r.lewis@ed.ac.uk


RGS-IBG Geographies of Children, Youth and Families Working Group: Workshop Series

The series of workshops are organised by the recently established GCYF
Working Group of the RGS, and have been prompted by the vibrancy of
geographies of children and young people.

The workshops are targeted principally at emerging researchers exploring
geographies of young people. Participants are invited who are graduate
researchers, early career academics, or more experienced researchers who
are considering, or have recently begun to, explore the lives and
experiences of young people.

The workshops are designed to provide informal and supportive forums for
the exchange of ideas and networking between emerging and established
researchers in the field of geographies of children and young people.

Call for Participants Workshop One: Friday 16 February 2006 

Methodological issues in researching with young people

Guest speaker - Dr. Samantha Punch, University of Stirling

Researching with young people often engenders particular methodological
concerns and anxieties; many of which have broader resonance for a variety
of areas of interest. These methodological concerns might be particularly
pertinent to emerging researchers in the field, and can potentially form a
barrier to researching young people's geographies. The first workshop in
the series is therefore focused upon the theme of 'methodological issues in
researching with young people'.

The workshop will provide opportunities both for group discussion and
participants to present a short presentation in a supportive context.
Discussion will be focused upon methodological and ethical concerns, with
scope for participants to identify issues to explore via group discussions.
Presentations are particularly welcome that outline specific or general
methodological concerns.

Location Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British
Geographers), 1 Kensington Gore, London


Costs
Registration and Refreshments: £15 waged / £10 student and unwaged.

A late booking fee of £10 will be charged after 20 January.
 
A limited number of travel grants are available for postgraduate
researchers on a first-come-first-serve basis.

Registration

 A registration form can be downloaded at:

 http://www.gcyf.org.uk/events.html 

Deadline for registration: 20 January 2006

Please note - there are a limited number of places available, and places
will be allocated on a first-come-first serve basis.

For any queries contact Louise Holt (L.Holt@reading.ac.uk)
CALL FOR PAPERS

Gender: Power and Authority


eSharp is an award-winning online journal for postgraduates in the fields of
arts, humanities, social sciences and education. It is peer-reviewed, based
at the University of Glasgow and aims to provide a critical but supportive
entry into the world of academic publishing.

The first eight issues are currently online at www.sharp.arts.gla.ac.uk and
we are now looking for submissions for the ninth edition to be launched in
Spring 2007. We welcome papers from postgraduates working in all areas of
the social sciences, arts, humanities and education.

The theme of the ninth edition is 'Gender: Power and Authority'. This issue
will look at ways in which gender has been marginalised/reversed/empowered
in past, present and even future society. Have gender distinctions become
obsolete in modern society?  
How does one gender gain power over another? Is there such a thing as a
dominant gender?

Topics may include but are not limited to:

Â·      Masculinity and Femininity
Â·      Politics of Gender
Â·      Sex and Power
Â·      Androgyny/Transgender
Â·      (Gendered) Relationships/Marriage/Partnerships
Â·      Image, Identity and the Body
Â·      Discrimination
Â·      Language and Gender
Â·      Gender and the Media
Â·      Gender and Society

Articles of a maximum of 4,500-5,000 words must be submitted by 28 February
2007. Please ensure that you accompany your submission with an abstract of
200-250 words and a list of 3-5 keywords for meta tagging. For a full list
of guidelines and our style sheet please see
www.sharp.arts.gla.ac.uk/styleguide.php.

Please send your article (both abstract and full paper) to
sharp@arts.gla.ac.uk. Informal inquiries in advance are welcome to the same
address.
CALL FOR PAPERS

Research Stream: Scotland in Comparative Context

‘Conflict, Citizenship and Civil Society’
European Sociological Association 8th Conference
Glasgow, 3rd - 6th September 2007

Scotland played a key role in the origins and development of European 
Sociology, not least through the Scottish Enlightenment of the eighteenth 
century. Arguably, today Scotland presents sociology with new problems. As 
a national model of devolved governance the 'new' Scotland seems to sit 
somewhat uneasily with the old models of society. However, Scotland also 
remains a site for more traditional concerns of the sociological 
imagination, including earlier notions of civil society, the division of 
labour, class and stratification. Can we talk about a sociology of Scotland 
or a Scottish sociology? 
It seems necessary to place such debates about Scotland in comparative 
context with those of other national societies. This is an open call for 
papers on any aspect of sociological concern in and about contemporary 
Scotland. Particularly welcome are debates and analyses of Scotland in 
terms of Europeanisation, Devolution, Globalisation and Neo-Liberalism. 
While the following list is not intended to be exhaustive we also welcome 
papers that address any of these issues in a Scottish context:

Age and the life-course in Scotland
Scottish auto/biographies
Class in Scotland
Civic culture and citizenship
The Scottish city
Youth crime and media representations
Scottish education
Sexuality
Ethnicity, ‘race’, migration, multiculturalism and sectarianism
Family and households in Scotland
Gender
Nationality
Emotions in Scottish society
Collective identity 
Knowledge economy: Smart, Successful Scotland?
Social and political movements 
Poverty and social exclusion
Religion in Scotland
Social capital and Cultural Capital
Communities in Scotland
Work and unemployment


To submit an abstract, you must use the form on the official website: 
http://www.esa8thconference.com/. 
 
Abstracts should be written in English and not exceed 200 words. The title 
should not exceed 30 words. All abstracts will be evaluated by the Research 
Stream coordinators. When evaluating the proposals, special consideration 
will be given to papers that evaluate sociological perspectives in the 
Scottish research field. 

Sessions will be organised to allow for 25-30 minutes for each paper, 
including discussion. There will be up to 5 paper sessions. Two of the 
sessions will be of 2 hours duration and 3 will be of 1.5 hours duration. 
Only presenters (first authors) who have registered for the conference by 
15th July 2007 will be included in the programme.
  
Please, submit an abstract no later than 28th February 2007. 
Coordinators will inform accepted papers by 1st of April 2007. 
Deadline for early bird registration is 31st of May 2007.
Abstracts received after 28th February will only be taken into 
consideration if there are available spaces.
CALL FOR PAPERS

Novocastrian: An Online Social Science Journal.

We would like to introduce Novocastrian: An Online Social Science Journal. Novocastrian- meaning one derived from Newcastle - is a postgraduate driven project, which aims to give both postgraduates and other more established academics an easily accessible space in which to present ideas and work to the wider academic community. The journal is based in Sociology within the School of Geography, Politics and Sociology at Newcastle University and will publish work bi-annually. 

We welcome contributions from all. Articles should be approximately 5000 words in length and submitted in word format. In addition to the standard longer academic article we are also interested in receiving shorter pieces of work. These contributions may focus on theory, methodology or activism within the field.  We invite work on controversies within social theory and anticipate a section dedicated to this area. Controversies are a useful way of highlighting debate with the social sciences and encouraging cross discipline dialogues; examples may include for the first edition: the boundaries of freedom and coercion within human trafficking; gender dimensions of intimate partner violence; autonomy and control within the expression of sexualities.

We also encourage the submission of cultural reviews (e.g. on novels, films, art), academic book reviews and interviews with academics and/or activists. We aim to acknowledge and further the link between social theory, culture, activism and agendas for change. We hope to create a space for dialogue within the academic community and to encourage interaction from without. We would like to reach towards and beyond an academic audience and welcome contributions from outside academia.

We invite innovative ideas for contributions and welcome input into the journals design.

Call for contributions: Sexualities.

For our first issue we invite contributions around the following themes:

* Sexual identities.

* Violence.

* Health.

* Theoretical perspectives on sexualities.

Our first issue will be online in September/ October 2007. The deadline for initial abstracts or expressions of interest is 2nd March 2007 with a view to receiving the finished articles by 30th April 2007. The articles will be peer reviewed by the Novocastrian editorial board during May to August of 2007 and final versions will be published online in September/October 2007.

Please send your abstracts or expressions of interest to novocastrian@ncl.ac.uk                                 by 2nd March 2007.

