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As the use of new media technologies has become increasingly widespread in Western societies, the significance of such new technologies for adolescents has become a crucial area of research. Whether in respect of their patterns of leisure and identity, their modes of learning and transition, or their everyday domestic lives, youth are among the heaviest and most dynamic users of a variety of new technologies, most notably perhaps, the various facets of the internet, together with mobile phones, digital television, games consoles and digital music players. At the same time however, it is clear that levels of access and use are subject to considerable variations in quantity and quality. 

Organised by the British Sociological Association Youth Study Group, this international conference offers a wide-ranging exploration of the relationships between young people and new technologies. Papers will cover a range of themes, including: the social significance of gaming culture; use of technologies in education and training; questions of access and exclusion; patterns of identity and interaction on the internet; use of communications technologies by youth style/music cultures; issues of marketing and consumption; issues of surveillance and risk; questions of gender; the use of technologies in youth policy and provision. The conference will bring together academics from various disciplinary backgrounds and will also involve practitioners involved with the commercial and non-commercial sectors. 
Key Speakers

Plenary speakers are confirmed as Sonia Livingstone (London School of Economics), author of ‘Young People and New Media’, Sage 2002) and Bill Osgerby (London Metropolitan University), author of ‘Youth Media’, Routledge 2004)

Submission of Late Proposals

The deadline for proposals has passed and the organisers cannot guarantee to accept late submissions. However, proposals received before the end of July will be considered on a case by case basis and may be accommodated where feasible. The sooner any such proposals are received, the greater the chance of that they may be fitted into the schedule. 
To register for this conference or for more information, please go to http://www.youth-study.org.uk
If you have queries about the event, would like to register as a delegate or would like to submit a late paper proposal, please contact:
Sian Lincoln sian.lincoln@northampton.ac.uk
or Paul Hodkinson p.hodkinson@surrey.ac.uk 

