ESRC RESEARCH
INITIATIVES

Since 1987 the ESRC has divided support for
substantive research projecls between its
Research Grants Board and its three
Research Development Groups. The
Rasearch Grants Board operales responsively
and considers unsolicited applications
submitted through the Research Grant
Scheme against threg closing dates each
year.

The three Research Development Groups
have responsibility for the development of
research initlalives. These are intended to
address research opportunilies and priorities
through the establishment of co-ordinated
mulli and inter—disciplinary programmes of
relaled projects. The Groups submit bids to
Council in an annual competition and
successful bids receive an allocation of funds
against which Group invite proposals.

In considering research opportunities and
priorities for research initiatives, Groups will be
seeking to identify areas which are of boih
intrinsic intelleciual importance, and likaly to
be able to inform policy making, and which
would benefit from the focussed altention of a
co—ordinated set of research projects.

The Research Development Groups are
not constituted on a disciplinary basis, and
aspects of Sociology will be found wihin tha
remits of each.

The Groups are:

Industry, the Economy and ths
Environment

This covers the areas of industrial and
corporate structure and management; regional
and urban policy; technological change and
competitiveness; empgloyment and the
organisalion of work; the bullt and natural
environment, and Iransport; financial and
capital markets; macro—aconomic policy; fiscal
studies; and trade policy and international
co~ordination.

Human Behaviour and Development

This covers the areas of human behaviour;
heality; education; welfare; cognilive studies
{including lead responsibility for information
technology); developmental studies; the
family; social services; and deviance.

Saoclety and Polltics

This covers the areas of organisalion and
structure of sociely: lagal, political and
bureaucratic systems; cultures and
sub—cultures and the syslems of relations
between them; population studies; social
history; social valuas; crime and justice;
international relations; communily studies;
leisure; media studies, and ethnography.

In identifying research opportunities and
priorities, the Groups will consider the nalure
and exient of past research and the exisling
and poteniial research capacity in the field.
They will also consult policy makers ang
researchers, including their relevant learned
and professional association.

Martin #ender, ESRC

The BSA has established a Sirategy Sub-
committee one objeclive of which s to explore
maans whereby tha voice of the membership
may be prasented to the ESRC. If you have
clear ideas about the kinds of direction along
which HResearch Inftlatives should be
developed and the priorities which should
inform the selection of topics contact Malcolm
Cross, Centre for Research in Ethnic
Relations, University of Warwick, Coventry,
Warcs, CV4 7AL. Telephone {0203} 523971,
Remember suggestions should be specific to
Research Initiatives.
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Learning from Disasters

Steve Tombs considars how sociologisis ¢can
contribute to the misunderstanding, and
avoidance, of disasters.

BSA Anti-Racist Language Guidelines

A draft drawn up in consuhiation with the Anti-
Racist Study Group is presented for members
commants,

Pleasures of the Text

Anewfeature inwhich a sociclogistrecommends
recently published material of merit.  Martin
Bulmer kicks off.

Controversy
Replies to previous articlas, and letlers.

Book Talk
Featuring Philip Abrams Memorial Prize winner
and runners up.

Plus news of conferences, meslings, Bookends,
elc.

SOCIOLOGY -
BACK IN THE
USSR

Manchester trains Soviet
Students

After decades of suppression and neglect
soviel soclology is undergoing something of a
renaissance. With new facullies of soclology
being established at the Universities of
Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev and Novosibirsk
there is an urgent need for soviet scholars to
gain access o the latest sociological thinking
produced by colleagues elsewhere.
Recognising 1his nacessily, Professor Teodor
Shanin of Manchester University recently
organised a nine wesk long intensive training
caurse on current developments in sociology
for twanty one Soviet students. Held over tha
summer, the course, costing £100,000, was
funded by the ESRC, British Council, Britigh
Academy and Sores and Maxwell
Foundations. Topics selected from 2 'meny’
presented to Soviet authorities included urban
sociology, gender and class, criminology and
recent issues in theorelical sociclogy. A
similar course will ba held next year at the
University of Kent with another in 1991 a
distinct possibility. Informal contacts were
made between the BSA and the Soviet
Sociological Association with 1he possibllity of
more definite links in the future.

The Shanin initiatlive demonstrates that
Perastroika and Glasnost represent an
enormous oppodunily for UK academics keen
o co—operate in research and teaching wiih
their Soviet colleagues. The Brilish Council
now has new funds to expand its work in the
USSR and is keen to encourage Higher
Education interchange inifiatives. Among the
priority subject areas highlighted in a repert by
a Brilish delegation which visited the Soviet
Union recently are ‘comparative and applied
social studies..., business and managemant,
sociology, and computingfinformatics
especially in education’, For further
information on the iypes of collaborative
arrangements that might be considered, and
ihe kind of financial assistance available {from
ihe British Council {in general terms, basle
travel costs and a contribution towards
subsistence) contact

Europe Division
The British Council
10 Spring Gardens
LONDON SW1

There is serious Soviet interast in
co—operation with British higher education
institutions and equally marked puzzlement at
the apparently low level of Brilish commitment
to such co-operation. Lack of funds on the
British side, and bureaucracy on the Soviel
side have been major obstacles in the past bul
the presant situalion suggests some
improvement making purposeful, mutually
beneficial collaboration feasible.



CLASS, STATUS AND DEPARTMENTS:

University Sociologists stratified

After the noen—hierarchial rankings produced by
the UGC of the teaching of sociology in
Universities {remembsr that?) the extremely
hiararchial UFC review of research comes as a
much surer indication of future developments.
‘Fives' go to Essex, Warwick, Kenl, Lancaster,
and Oxford — clearly destined to reinforce thelr
position as core deparimenis when H comes 1o
the future allocation of government derived
funds for research and research training.
Compelilion 1o join these 'Centres of
Excallence’ by ancther name will be fierce
amongst the ‘fours’, bul prasumably they must

RSE / Review Ready Reckoner

await another (£4 millien plus) RSE in order to
improve their rankings. ‘Threes', 'twos’ and
‘ones’ might seek amalgamation or comiort
themselves by becoming dedicaled ieaching
unhs now Robert Jackson has so emphatically
endorsed this aspect of University life. The
soclology panel consisted of R Pahl (Kem 5),
Professor F Baechhoter (Edinburgh 4), Dr Colin
Crouch {Oxford 5), Professor D Parkin {SOAS
3) and Ms Jennifer Plall {Sussex 4). No cheap
cracks about self-rated class please. No truth
gither in the rumours that ithe BSA will be
distributing ‘We Gotta 5' T shirts.

UGC Revlew Categories
14 1B 1c 1D Il 11}
5 | Kent Essex Oxford
Lancaster Warwick
4 | Leicoster LSE Quean's, Birmingham | Cambridge
Sussex ancheslor Belizs!
Surray
Edinburgh
UFC 3 | Bristo! Glasgow Durham Bath Cily
RSE Leeds Keele RHBNC
Score Liverpool Birkback
Salford Loughborough
York Soulhampion
Swansea
2 | Goldsmiths Exster Brunel
Reading Hull East Anglia
Cardill
Abardean
1 Notlingham
Siralhclyde
notincluded | Ulster Bradiord Bangor
In ASE Sheffigid Stirling
as sociclogy Asion
units Newcastla

UFC.RSE Ratings

5 Internatlonal excellence In many areas, nalional
excellance in all othars

4 National excallence with some avidence ol
intarnational excellence

3 Nallonal excellence in a majority of argas or limited
Intarnational excellence

2 National excallence in up 1o half of areas

1 Lile gr no nalional excellence

UGC Review categories

1A Generally mainline saciology departments

1B Departmenis with distlnctive research Lraining
(radilions

1C  Degpariments on the borderline betwaen 1A and 18

1D Departmenis where sociology is part of an
Integrated social science slructure

! Variety of instilutions with generally small groups
of sociologists

Il Cambridge and Oxford

DAVID WEBSTER

1845-1989

David Webster, passionate campaignar against
apartheid and anthropologist, was assassinated
outsida his home in Johannesburg on 181 May
198%. In a paper he wrote whh Maggie
Friedman only days befcore his death he and his
co—author pointed to ‘the sleady tempo of
kignappings and  assassinations of
anti-apartheid aclivisis.... [which] ... have the
effect of controlling opposlion when all other
methods... have falled. Itis a rare event indead
when such assassinalions are sclved'.
According to figures compiled by the Human
Rights Commission and Webster himsell, 61
anti-gparheid activists have been murdered in
South Africa since 1978. [n 60 of these cases
no—-one has been arrested or charged.
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Born in Zambia in 1845 David Webster joined
the anthropalogy stalf al the Universily of
Witswatersrand in 1971 having completed a
PhD at Rhodes University. Responding to the
gross inequalities of the aparheid system and
the plight of the underprivileged (and finding
academic anthropology mute on these issues)
he became desply committed to the struggle for
Human Rights in South Africa. In pursuit of the
destruction of apartheid David Webster devoted
himself to a range of activities and organisations
including, the Datainee's Parenls Support Com-
miltes, the Five Freedoms Forum, NUSAS and
the United Demaogcratic Front, His funeral an 6th
May, atlended by over ten thousand mourners
was a powerful ribute 16 his guiet determination
and the cause to which he was committed — a
commitment which cost him his life. Thus far no
one has bean charged with his murder.

OCCUPATIONAL
MOBILITY

Dr Muhammead Anwar has been appointed as
new Director of the ESRC - funded Centre for
Research in Elhnic Relations (CRER) at the
University of Warwick. Professor Cathering Hakim
is the new Director of the ESRC Data Archive at
he Universily of Essex and Professor Tony Coxon
has been appointed Director of the ESRC
Interdisciplinary Research Centre in Micro Social
Change also at Essex.

Stewan Clegg has besn appointed to the
Chalr in the Depariment of Management at the
University of 51 Andrews (January 1990}, Chairs
also atWarwick for Gillian Rose and Jim Beckford;
atKeele for John Law, at Exeter for Philip Corrigan,
Peter Golding at Loughborough, and Miriam David
at South Bank Polylechnic. Martin Shaw has
been promoted to Senior Lecturer at Hull, Peter
Cressey appointed as Lecturer in Industrial
Sociclegy at Bath and J Garshuny bas moved to
a Fellowship at Nuffield College, Oxford.

MILOTTE GOES WEST

Mike Milotte long time publications oificer of the
BSA has taken the post of lnvestigations Edilor
with the Sunday Tribune in Dublin. Undar Mike's
ivelage the Book Club grew in range and
importance as a service 1o BSA members, and he
will be missed by all those involved in getting
material published under the BSA imprint. The
B85A Executive Commiitee and membership wish
him well in his new job.

RATES FOR MEMBERSHIP
from 1990

Membership rates are charged according to
income on a sliding scale which ensures that
paopie pay what they can afford. The BSAls
largely dependent on members’ subscriptions.
Running costs are kept to a minimum by
voluntary work undertaken on behalf of the
Association, which supplements the activilies
of the two staff members, Annualsubscription
rates are:

£30 = £15,000— £19,999
£38 = £20,000 ~ £24,499
£40 = £25,000 - £29,999
£45 = £30,000 - £34,939

€50 = £35,000 ~ £39,989
£55 = £40,000 and over

£6 = Unwagad/siale benefils
£9 = undar £4,000
*FT postgrad.

£12 = £4,000 ~ £7,499
£20 = £7,500 - £8,599
£25 = £10,000 ~ £14,999
All members in the above categoerles receive
the Association’s quarterly journal, Sociofogy,
free of charge.

* UK only

Undergraduate students who provide
confirmatfon of thelr status from a tutor pay a
nominal membership fee of €3 pa.
Undergraduates who wish to subscribe 1o
Sociology may do so at the privileged rate of
£6.00.

QOverseas membars:

£20 = Third World
£30 = Europe
£35 = Rest of the World

The BSA is registered as having charitable
status and members can claim tax relief on
subscriptions under Seclion 16 oithe Finance
Act 1958. Allowances are generally made at
the basicrate of taxation and can considerably
reduce the real cost of subscription 1o
membars.




Abbeystead, Falkirk, Bradford, Beverley,
Zeabrugge, River Twoy, Kings Cross, Plper
Alpha, Clapham, Beligrove, Purley,
Kegworth, Hillsborough, River Thames. A
long, sad list of disasters in the past flve
yearg. But are these accidents — each with
their unique aspects and circumstances —
just a series of tragic events, or is there a
more fundamental connectlon between
them? If s0, can soclelogy say something of
thls?

In the immediate altermath of almost all of
these disasters, certainly tha most
wall-publicised among them, there occurred a
public apportioning of blame upon an individual
or individuals immediataly on the scene of the
disaster, usually workers, somslimes members
of the public, who were, oflen viclims of ithe
tragedy themselves. Focus was upon Iriggering
events — lhe dropping of a cigaretle or match,
faulty wiring, a failure to visually check bow
doors — while the factors that aflowed such
ovents either to occur or lo cause a disaster
were only later {somelimes partially) uncovered
in the course of an inquiry. Inquiries located
fundamental responsibilily for the incidanis in
organisational featuras and managerial errors —
‘negligence and continued inaction', ‘a disease
of sloppiness’, a ‘sediously flawed, blinkered
and dangerous altitude towards safely’, and so
on.

But the arriving at fundamental causes is
important if such disasters and accidants are 1o
be prevented. Qver 600 deaths and 20,000
major (non fatal) occupational injuries are
reposted to the Health and Safety Execuiive
every year. Yet these ara not followed by
large~scale, public inquiries and remain largely
viewed as discrete, unconnected ang
unexpected events — archetypal accidents.

Thus, within managerial discourse on
occupational safety, there predominates an
ideological understanding of the
worker~industrial accidenl relationship,
according to which ‘human' (that s, worker)
error causes lhe vast majority of accidents. The
absance of rigorous inquiry faciliiates this
cbscuring of fundamental (first and second
order) causes. Accidents of a similar nalure are
bound 10 recur, since any remedial action takes
place at the level of symptoms rather than
causes.

My own work on the chemical industry
(Tombs, 1989) has highlighted a number of
common accident-generating factors. Yet an
assessment of the preventabllity of these (first
orger} causes — such as poor maintenance,
inadequate training, insufficien knowledge of a
process or substances — requires an
understanding of those (sacond order)
phenomena from which they derive. Thus, for
example, il they are a consequence of an
increasingly complex, technological society,
lhey are less eradicable than if they are rooted
in the absence of a national "safety cullure’.

One response to recent disasters which
neither remains at the leval of symptoms nor
first order causes, bui which atlempis 1o
address fundamental, second order, causes is
that they have resulted from a lack of
investment and a generally inadequate
infrastructure, this highlighting a contradiction
between safety and profits (ses, for example,
Jacques, 1988). This argument is paricularly

DISASTERS?

LEARNING FROM

persvasive, since the images of decay and
discomforl which it evokes strike chords with
our experiences as commuters, spectators,
passengers, and 50 on. But while an antipalhy
10 (forms of) public investment is ong aspect of
Thatcherite economic management, 1here is
another set of fundamenial causes oflen
obscured in such commentaries on disasters.
And it is here 1ihat insights both from
organisalionat, and from Marxist, sociology are
crucial.

Turner (1878) has argued that erergy +
misinformaliion = disaster. Disasters occur
where complex and syslemic, human and
organisational factors prevent relevant
information reaching those individuals or groups
who may have acted upon it in order o
pre-empl the disaster. Such ‘communication
{allures’ are of four kinds. Two of these — the
non-existence of knowledge, or the existence
of knowledge which has no place in prevailing
modes ¢f understanding — are in principle
ingradicable. Crucially, however, Turner also
notes errors resulting from information being
‘known but not fully appreciated', and *known by
someong’ bul ‘not brought together with other
informalion at an appropriale time when ils
significance can be realised’.

Pearce (1987) has noted that these latler
forms of communicalion error may be rooted in
the ability of corporate technocracias to deting
what is legitimaie knowledge, what knowledge
may or may nol be acted upon, whe do or do not
conslitute sources of serious statements, and
so on. Inthese ways, ‘errors' of communication
are relalted to the maintenance of whal
Habermas (1970) has called repressive or
distoried communication/speech.

Here, then, we have somewhat a different
sot of second order causes. The argument
concerning investment and the contradiction
betwsen safety and profits posits a prioritisation
of accumulation above other goals under
capitalism. On the other hand, second—order
causes related 1o the predominance of
‘repressive communication’ highlight the
signiticance of the need for the powerful to
control angd guard the right to manage, and to
exclude workers, commuters, spectators, and
olhers from having a volce in decision-making;
this may be egually relevant, therefore, to
‘socialist’ countries.

Thus almost all the disasiers might have
been prevented had use been made of the
knowledge possessed by those with regular and
on the ground experience of the ‘lechnologies’
in question.  That workers, passengers,
consumers, spectators, and so on, be treaied
as sources of serious statements on heallh ang
saftaty might thus be Iisolaled as one
precondition of eradicating some accidents.
Without positing the need for a utopian silualion
of 'ideal speech’, if we conceive of this al one
extreme of a conlinuum, with ‘repressive
communication” at the ather, then any shifts
from the lattar towards the former will facilitate

ihe prevention of certain forms of accidents.
Sately must be organised rather than managed.

This also goes some way to explaining why
recent years have witnessed a verilable
procession of disasters in the UK. Of course,
just as a lack of investment can be related 1o
‘Thatcherism®, S0 can repressive
communication be linked much more directly
with governments whose aims have been 1o
reduce the power — the voice — not only of
organised labour, but also, contrary 16 much of
their rhetoric, of many consumer groups,
environmental interests, and so on. The
authoritarian and centralising naiure of
Thatcherism has thus entailed a shifl towards
the repressive end of the continuum posited
above. The right of capital to manage has been
{rejassertad.

The challenging of this technocratic {and
disastrous) hubnis will require the development
of institulional forms wheroby representatives of
various publics are granted a voice In
organisation of potenlially hazardous
technologies which may affect them. This is not
unthinkable, even at praseni; one consequence
of 1he Hillsborough disaster, for example, may
be a paricipative role for the (grass-rools)
Foolball Supporters Assaciation.

Finally, there is a broader political point to all
this {since this is an altempt at objeclive yet also
committed sociology). One of the reasons for
the success of the emergence ol Thatcherite
hegemony was its ability to strike chords wilh
aspects of very real popular experiences.
Similarly. the supercession of this hegemony
will be facilitated by efforts which hook onto the
real popular fears that have emerged around
the issues of safety and the environmeni.
Conservative governments have appeared
parlicularly vulnerable on these issues. [f is up
lo the polilical forces of the Lefl not to allow this
moment to pass without an explicit atlempt 1o
fashion a politics which places the quality, and
indeed preservation, ol life, before ather social
goals.
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BSA ANTI RACIST LANGUAGE GUIDELINES

Following an Emergency Resolution &l the BSA
Annyal General Mesting, the BSA Executive
have drawn up guide-lines for anti-racisi
language guidance in BSA publications,
journals and all aclivities.

These guidelings are at present a drafl copy
drawn up in consultalion with the Anli Racisl
Study Group. The more obvicus terms of abuse
have been omiited on the grounds thal
sociologists would te unlikely to use them in
any cass.

Comments would be welcome. Please send
them to Claire Wallace al the BSA address.

* L3 *

The guidelines are divided inlo three sections:

acceptable terms
acceptable!
unaccepiable
{depending on context)
unacceptable terms

Acceptable Terms

Black. This is a term often usad as a new
cultural construction wilh the implication of
solidarity among minorities against racism. To
accept this suggesis that we should seek lo
avoid the many nagalive connolalions relating
10 the word 'black’ in the English Language.
However, some Aslans in Britain object to the
term black being applied to them. The single
term confuses a range of ethnicities. So some
way of referring to these Asians seams
desirable as an additional term for use as
occasion indicates. Persons of South Asian
ofigin may be most appropriate for Indians,
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis.  However,
refergnce to origing is not entirely satisfactory
since many second generalion members of the
minorilies werg born In Britain and prefer some
term which indicates thelr Brilishness. One
answer 1o this might be — British Asians, One
might also use the nationalily for more specific
reference — British Pakistani, or Chinese British.
It may not matter whelher we put the term
‘Brilish’ before or after the accompanying
nationality origin. A funther advantage of the
two term reference is that the lwo ethnicilies are
menlioned and this avoids any suggestion that
a member of a minority has chosen or has to
choose between tham for his/her identity.

Afro-Caribbean is anothér term popular
among many West Indiar British. its overtones
seem to be those of an anti-racist language.

Minorities. This Is a useful term. It Is generally
preferable to 'ethnic minorities’ as this term
infers that the majorily is not ethnic too. A snag
which needs to be born in mind if one is

addressing an American audience is thal
Amarican sociclogists seem often to use the
ferm not in & numerical sengse but in a power
sense. This makes il possible fo refer to a
numerical majority as a minority Iif they have
minimal power. || one has a British and
American audiance, one ought therelore to
clarify how one is using ihe 1erm.

Preferred Terms

Black peoplafperson. Also black British,

Brilish Asians. Also British Pakistanis or Indian
British.

Afrg~Caribbean.

Minoritias.

Acceptable/Unacceptable

There seems o be a case for a category which
is neither wholly acceptable, nor wholly
unacceptable.  Rather, there are some
concepts either acceptable or unacceptable
depending on the context or usage. Three
concepls arg considered in these lerms and
there may wall be others.

Non—White. This may be acceptabla where
one wishes to refer to say, whites and
non—whites. Howaver, continual reference to
non—whites might bea seen as demeaning.
Fraquent altlusion would thersfore do beter 1o
use terms like. black pecple, British Asians etc.

Overseas. Some people argue that it is a
neulral term. Other people feel that there is a
suggestion of Britain's former overseas
possessions.  However, lhere may be no
reason for not using the term for persons from
the Third Worid. But, it is doubtfully relevant for
black British since many such will have been
born in Britain and hence not be from overseas.

Naming a race or ethnlc group. in general
there is no case in atlempling to avoid spelling
out relevant races or ethnic groups. Even so,
this Is true only if relevant 1o the context, Unless
this is so, the naming device may well be
another, if sublle form, of racism. It could be a
means of identifying a racialfelbnic group so
that they are clarified for pejorative comment.

Unacceptable Terms

There are many terms of racial abuse and thera
is little point in wrying to cover them all
Howaver, it may be useful to mention some of
the very common onss since some sociclogists
will often find themselves in positions where the
terms are In common use. Moreover, in some
situations, people have to be taught not to use
such terms, eg. some schools, neighbourhood
groups, youth clubs, etc.

Raclst terms

Cannibal{s)
Cannibalism

Civilized/
civilization

Coloured

Host society

imemigrants

Indigenous

Native

Negro/Negrass

Primitive

Non-raclst comment

A tradition of cannibalism
seems to exist in many parns
of the waorld but it Is best
avolded in jokes whare it
tends 10 be derogatory 1o
black people.

Colonialist perception. Oflen
associated with Social
Darwinist thought. Full of
unperceived value
[udgemenis and ignorance of
Third Weorld history. Use
industrial sociely.

However, in some
circumstances {eg. work of
Matell Elisa), clvilisation has a
different meaning and dogs
not have racist overtones.

Offensive 10 many black
peopie.

Use terms like black persons,
elc.

Unwise term to use now
since many former
immigrants can rightfully
claim to be pant of the host
society.

Cne could preferably talk of
the society raceiving
immigrants.

Many of the post—Wortd War
2 immigrants are now part of
British sociely. Use
nationality if known else use
terms such as black people,
atc.

At what point does one
become native-born? Many
tlack pecple now born in
Britain.

Native born is acceptable.
Otherwise the term has
strong colonialist
connotalions eg. whites and
natives.

Often considered acceptable
in Britain but not in America.
Use depends on the
audisnce.

Darogatory overtones, Pretfer
non-industrial.

Finance and Membership Sub—Committee

There are currently two vacancies on the Finance and Membership Sub-Committee of the BSA. Any
BSA members interested in the financial position of the BSA are invited to apply to join this
Sub—-Committee which meets three times a year in London. If you would like further information please
contact Sara Arber {Hon. Treasurer), University of Surrey, or Ann Dix at BSA headquarters at the LSE.




PLEASURES OF THE TEXT

This is a new feature in which a
sociologist is invited to write 500
words on fwo or three articles or
books published in the last year or
so which she or he feels to be
worthy of note, set a good example
etc., and wishes to bring to the
attention of their colleagues. Martin
Bulmer of the LSE starts the series.

STUDIES OF
SUBSTANCE

W E 8 DuBois, the first black American
sociologist, wrole in a well known aphorism Jn
1903 that ‘ibe problem of the twentieth century
is the problam of the colour line — the relation of
the darker to the lighter races of men in Asia
and Africa, in America ang in the islands of the
sea’. Three recent soclological studies of black
mean ~ and women — bear him oul.

Land of Hope: Chlcago, Black
Southerners and the Great Migration, by
James R Grossman, an historian, {University of
Chicago Press, 1989) is a brilliant

reconstruction of the beginnings of the greal
movement of black Americans from the Degp
South to the north of the United States during
World War One. Using a range of sources
including contemporary soclological studies,
Grossman shows ihe forcas which led peopls to
migrate and the social and economic
circumstances of migrants once seitled in
Chicago. The monograph tests various theories
of migratfon, but more importanily illuminates
ihe transformation of peasant agriculturalisis
into urban workers and ihe processes of
urhanisation.  For all the insiitutionalised
discrimination which migrants experienced in
Chicago, they had there a sense of freedom and
of rasiding in a section of a greal city — ‘Black
Metropolis' — in which minorilies could achieve a
degree of autonomy never possible in the
South.

Paverty, Ethnicity and the American City,
1840-1925: changing conceptions of the
slum and the ghetto, by David Ward, a
geographer, (Cambridge University Press,
1989) is more concerned wilh sodial ideas and
social segregation in the great American
conurbations fo which both black southerners
and white Europeans came in the late
ningteenth and early twenlieth centuries. A
concern with overcrowding and disease,
organised about the concept of the ‘slum’,
gradually gave way to the emergence of the

notion of the ethnic enclave (of boih hyphenated
whites and of blacks} and an initial concarn with
housing issuas was transmuted in time into a
wider focus on ethnic and cullural variation.
Much of the material in the book is derived from
contemporary sludies of social conditions, such
as the early American social surveys and the
Chicago School.

From Many Strands: Ethnic and Racial
Groups In Contemporary Amerlca, by
Stanley Lieberson ang Mary C Waters,
Sociologisis, (New York: Russell Sage
Foundation, 1988) uses dala from the 1980
census on race and national origin 10 provide an
up to date account of the condilion of Black,
Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian Americans. H
documents the continuing discrimination which
the first lwo in particular experience. New light
is thrown also upon white ethnics, particularly
the emergence of 'unhyphenated whites', who
have little interest in their European origins.
This is & quantitative study, worlh persevering
with because of the rich data it contains about
contemporary sociely. it is also of intarest to us
because of the prospect of a question on race
and ethnichy in the 1991 Brilish Census, which
would provide social scientists with the
opportunity to produce a similar piclure of
varialion in Brilish soclety.

Martin Bulmer
L.S.E.
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A WITHERING DEBATE?
A reply to Milner

Does Judith Milner (Network No 44 May 1989)
know whai sociology actually is, never mind
what it ‘should' be? Many sociologists, 'proper’
or not, and | include mysell in the latier
category, would find it difficull to answer this
clearly and unambiguously. However, as one of
the 1argets’ of her article | feel that | must briefly
take up soma of her poinis.

Her critigue of my ‘piece’ (Network No 42
October 1988) was threefold: firstly, my
immersion in 'yet anoiher introspeciion of
teaching methods’, secondly, my complaint
about the new sort of fragmentation of sociology
and the "place of ihe founding fathers in both the
sludy and presentalion of sociology’, and finally,
my fallure to menlion gender, thus rendering it
totally absent — nol even relegated 1o lhe
sidelines. On the firsl two counts | think that
Milner misses the main point of my adicle. My
work was based upon a small comparative
study of Advanced Level and University
syllabuses, endeavouring to suggest a
replication of subject content as one, but not
nacessarily the only reason why studenis can
become dissatislied. This may be one aspect of
the far wider question of pedagogy, and indeed
the effects of the study of sociology into
perspeclives and ‘bits’ was a reference to the
way in which some syllabuses, texlbooks, and
other material may encourage teachers and
students to focus upon a kind of ‘star wars' of
sociological perspeciives rather than vpon a
number of unifying concepls. It was not

necessarily meant to be direcily linked to issues
concerning the role of the ‘founding fathers' -
itself a term | would not personally favour using.

The critique of gender-blindness is, | fes!,
mora serious and merils deeper consideration.
Yes, | do realise that the vast majority of GCE A
level sludenis are female. | also agree thai
gender is of central concern In sociology as
much as to anything else. | certainly do not
Hack Il on’, either in my tgaching, my research
and other work, or in my life as a
house-hustand come to that. Yet | am unsure
whether the gender perspective is a sociofogical
perspeclive, especially when grouped
alongside posilivism, functionalism, Marxism,
Weberianism, critical theory, structuralism,
interactionism and ethnomethodology. | am not
denying the significance of feminist
perspaectives on gender, but it seems that the
question of sociological perspectives, and the
‘egsence’ of sociology, whatever that might bs,
is much more problamatic than it at first
appears, and so consequently is the
relationship of gender to them,

Moreover, it is an assumgption that, by faling
to mention gender, | do not appreciate It's
significance. Indeed, there was a further reason
for its omission — namely that gender did not
seem to figure prominenily in the three A level
syllabuses under study and in many of the
thirty—ihree University first year syllabuses. The
study was, it must be noted, undertaken during
1988. However, gender was often subsumed

within social stralification and social inequality.
Perhaps usage of the term 'social divisions'
{sae BSA Annual Conference 18%0) means that
we may also encompass age, region and
housing as well as gandsr, class and race.
Come to think of it, | didn't specifically mention
these eitherl The point is that there may be
unifying concepts, Cynthia Cockburn's aspecls
of power, outlined by Milner, is one, that enable
us to better understand and appreciate the
difficullies hare. And to imply that gender is the
central issue, at the expsnse of ihe olhers
aforementioned, could open up & verilable
hornets nest and agenising which | seem to
have heard belore.
| sympathise with much of what Judith Milner
says and | do agree that a serious consideration
of gender issues could 'lead to a massive
recrganisation of traditional sociological theory'.
Nevertheless, | do feel thal there Is some way to
go yel. | am also somewhat disturbed by the
almost fratricidal attagk on the Bradford
Contergnce (| admit that | was not there) and
not g littte 1eared that it comes from a ‘life long
critic of men’ which, if taken literally, means that
I, along with others, have no chance of
redemption! However what saddens me most is
the feeling | have that gender as a perspective,
reeks of a hijack of sceiological theary by some
feminists. If this is indesd the case then | too
can see lillle real way lorward.
Roger Walters
University of Lancaster
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CONVERSATION, DISCOURSE, CONFLICT:
A Reply to Torode

The account af the COG conterence given by its
main organiser, Brian Torode {Nelwork No. 44),
is itsell a striking example of one phenomanon
to which he alludes: the ‘ever-availability of
alternate versions of evenis, identities and
situations’. My own version is ihat of a feminist
belonging to what Torode calls the ‘discourse
analysis' (DA) current: this identily leads me to a
reading of the event and its componeni
situations which is different from and in conflict
with Toroda's many points. Could this be an
‘underlying reality’ which both Torode and | are
using, in our vulgar ways, to account for the
appearance of conflict at the conference?

| should start by re-formulaling and re-
examining certain positions and crilicisms
allributed to me and to feminists in general by
Torode's account. First, it is frue that | ‘avoided’
sessions in which | ¢ould bave offered
competing clase readings of data to
Conversation Analysts. This reflected, at least
in my case, ihe banal tact that CA and DA
(especially feminist] papers were invariably
scheduled against each other: one could not
usually go to both.

This prosai¢c observation aside, though,
some ' feminists did go to CA sessions and
reported feeling alienated and silenced in them:
| want to take issue with Torode's treatment of
this response. Let us focus on a concrete
example. One session analysed a phone call in
which discussion cenired around an incident
which was clearly a case of domestic violence,
though it was not explicilly defined as such. The
question asked was what features of the
organisation of talk enablad us to formulate that
account. It was suggested thal various
sequential fealures, including a reference ta
caling the police, were crucial here. The
question ol gender - that is, the use
parlicipants make of our everyday knowledge
that men are perpeirators of domestic viclence
againsi women and children (as was the case in
this exlract) — was nol deemed interactionally
relevant, presumably because the speakers

showed no obvious sign of orienting to it.
Feminists present fell consirained not to point
this out; they were sensitive to possible
accusations of vulgarity and bias,

To me this seams like a missed opporiunity,
since iIf anyone had raised the issue it would
bave led to discussion of an important
theoretical queslion many linguists and
sociologisis would want o pose, namely how far
orientation has lo be explicitly dispiayed in order
to be interactionally relevant.

et us also consider the criticisms feminists
made regarding the composilion of planary
panels (four men, cne woman, male Chair in
each case). It should not need to be explained
why we found this tokenislic. Torode's
suggestion that crilicism called for women to be
ireated as ‘bodies rather than minds' is absord
and offensive: | hope and believe 1hat women's
minds are equal in qualily to men, and therefore
thal a random selection of representative
speakers would lurm up the two sgxes in
propartion ta their participation, in this case at a
ratio of two men to one woman (ihug if there
were 12 plenary panellists, four should have
been women).

But there Is an inleresling theoretical issue
here too. In both the cases | have cited, women
{and indeed, to the extent that they became
threatened and defensive, men) actually did
orient to gender as an interactionally-relevant
feature of the speech situation. Any iranscript
of, say, the closing plenary, would show many
explicit displays of this perceived relevance. It
is thus inconsistant of Brian Torode to attempt
to deny the legitimacy of faminist readings of the
situation by calling them ‘vulgar' and even ‘an
authoritarian insistence on the relevance of
gender difference’. Relevant-for-participants is
what CA counts as relevant: | think it is Torode
who reveals himseli as authoritarian when he
secks 1o discredit the account | and other
women formulated.

Tuming now to issues othar than gender, |
believe many paricipants at the confersnce

would want to question Brian Torode's labelling
of non- or anti-ethnomethcdologies as ‘pre-
athnomethodologies’, which seems o imply 1hat
CA stands at the apex of theoretical and
methodological sophisticalion.  Sadly, the
conierence itself gave support to this arrogant
view of things. Why, for example, did the
distinguished CA practilioners present have
nothing to say about theoretically crilical papers
like my own (which a number of them
attended)? No wonder the exchange of views
the organiser claimed to want did not get off the
groung!

In this connexion it is also necessary to say
something about the struclure and process of
the contergnce ... hackneyed as this kind of
complaint may be, where will i be taken
saripusly If not at a conference on
conversation? So, let me point out that the aims
of a meating like this — discussion, in a
conslructive spiril, of work in progress between
colleagues — is nol best served when many
speakers are unable o fit their remarks into the
aliotted time; when ‘discussion’ is nothing more
than quastions from the llcor; when chairs are
arranged in rows before a platform and spaces
are so large the audience appears to bave
dropped randomly through the ceiling; when
stylos of intervention are aggressive and
chalring is often perfunctory. Can some
attention not be given o these recurrent
irrilations by organisers of future conferences?

As a dialogue between differlng perspectives
this conference failed miserably: for me it was
all confiict and no conversation. One of a
number of regreitable consequences is that
Brian Torode's account fails o reflect a lot of
people's perceptions of what happened. N is
tharefore desirable to present an alternative
account, acknowledging the conflicls we
couldn't resolve.

Beborah Cameron
New College
Oxford

MOBILITY AND BIAS: A Reply to Saunders

Pater Saunders (Network 44, May 1989) makes
two different kinds of argument in his critique of
‘Lelt Wrile in Sociology’. One is that British
sociology In general is ‘trapped in a slifling
collectivist-socialist orthodoxy’, and the other is
that two specific, very good, sludies of class and
mobility are examples of this failing. While | find
the first claim of systematic leftwing bias
uncanvincing, and feel that the second is much
exaggerated, | would like to suggest that there is
parhaps a litle more 1o debale in the latter than
either Saunders himself states, or the otherwise
excellentresponse by Gorgon Marshall and David
Rose allows.

In discussing equality of opporiunity between
soclal classes, both articles ¢an be read as i
there were a single accepted measure of ‘relative
mobility'. However, both 1he Oxford and Essex
sludies use a range of measures, which do not all
point in the same direclion. For example, there
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are basic mobility tables; straightforward
comparisons of chances as in disparity ratios;
simple odds ralics; and more complex loglinear
madels, in which the association between pairs
of terms (such as origin, destination, age cohort,
olc) are shown to have greatar or lasser effect,
Neither siudy relies exclusively on one measure,
although Goldthorpe in particular is interasted in
the extent of mobility once the changes in
cccupational distribulions have been taken into
account. It follows that Saunders does ask an
important question, albeit in an imprecise way:
why ig it that there is an emphasis on this residual
congtant fluidity?

There are several possible answers to this
question, which go beyend the Marshall and
Rose key point thal absolute measures of mobility
ontheir own do not address equality of opporiunity.
First, both the Oxford and Essex studies, far from
displaying 'unconscious bias', develop in an

expliciland consistentway from stated theoretical
positions. To a large exlent, it is this explici,
reasened interest that leads to an interest in
mobilily chances apart from the occupational
transition effecl, and is one of the strengths of the
studies. {Indeed, contrary to Saunders’ assertion,
il seams at least as plausible to claim that, in
comparison wilh sisler social sciences like
economics, psychology, polilics or human
geography, British sociologists tend to engage in
moraself — and mutual criticlsm about ideological
positions, not less).

Given this explicil theorstical foundalion to
boih of the studies, it is unsalistactory lo use them
to illustrate how the profession as a whole lends
to share a ‘Westergaard and Resler View' of
soclety at an unconscious level. On the other
hand., itis true that our basic conventional wisdom
about class mobility per se has been unusually
coharent, depending on what Hope has called an
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agreed reading of the 1949 Glass mobility study.
This might be interpreted as an unconscious
left—wing bias, but equally it could be read as a
simple case of paradigmailic dominance in which
political ideology Is not signiticant. It certainly
seems plausible to suggest that Goldthorpe
discounts the occupational transition effect
bacause sociclogisis in many couniries including
many with far from left~wing persuasions (Lipset
and Bendix, to name bul two) have followed
Glass's pioneering 1echniques of regarding the
difference in mobility tables’ occupational
distributions as nuisance rather than substance.

One particular aspect of ihis distinction
hetween structure and process is that it enables
Goldthorpe to address anissue which is also part
ol the New Righl's agenda, namely the
perfarmance of welfare socialism. Interms of his
own arguments, Goldthorpe argues that Brilish
mobility is not unusually fow {Ch.11) and that
‘egalitarian reform’ — le. the post war Welfare
State - has largely failed In its aims {Ch.12). In
the light of Saunders’ antipathy to the state, ihis
should be music to his ears, because itis the best
of reluctant testimony. Howaver, in Saunders
demonography. ihis ls only more evidence of
left-wing bias.

On the other hand, Goldihorpe's conclusion
that the Welfare State has failed is dependant on
the logic behind the operationalisation of relative
mobility chances, which as we saw aboveinvolves
the consideration of refative mobility not of
structural effects. Ifinstead oftaking his approach
{which incidentally also depends on comparing
older with younger peapla, not an ideal method),
we take the Oxford and Essex sludies fogetheras
diachronic measure of social change, a different
picture of relative mobility can be derived from the
simpler measurements calculable from 1he
published 1exts. There are, inevitably, severs
methodological constraints in this exercise. Not
least, ihe figures in Table 1 are for men anly,
moving between Service, [ntermediate and
Working Classes.

What these figures show are relative chance
ol mobility, but without the artificial removal of
struciural change, as well as absolute maasures.
Wa see thatthe service class’s success in retaining
service class positions {a) does not diminish,
while the disadvantage experienced by those
with working class origins is ameliorated (b), (c)
and (d). Furthermore, 1he proporion of those
exposed to disadvantage falls {(e). In otherwords,
this moebility evidence points towards an
improvement in ¢qualily of opportunily between
1972 and 1984, alihough we are still far from
achieving complete equality.

Where does this leave the arguments batween

Saunders and Marshall and Rose? While | would
suggest that the lalier, and John Goldihorpe,
have beenunduly pessimisticinthelr conclusions,
Saunders is wrong when he says that sociologists
are only inlerested in change ‘where the working
class gain at the axpensea of those above them'.
Achange in relative mobllity can —andin practice
does — mean thal the working class’'s chances
improve fasterlhan those of the service class, not
that the service class’s chances are reduced.
That is the key implicalion of occcupational
transition: as middle class employmentincreases,
the expansion can be shared by ihe children bolh
of the middle and the working class. Mobilily is
notazero—-sumgame. Surely, this viewresembles
the Right's ‘moving column' metaphor? But that
point can only be grasped if we include absolule
and relative mobilily in our thinking.

So that when Marshall and Rose give the
analogy of income changing from £30 to £10 1o
£300 and £100, | think they have over-simplified.
Itis not only tha lsvels thal have changed, but the
numbers of people at sach level. It may be the
case that such a position is congruent with
unconscious left-wing polilical assumptions, but
a simpler answer, as we saw above, is that both
Oxlord ang Essex have simply stayed within an
gslablished international methodological
paradigm.

Itthere has been a movemeant towards equality
of opporiunity, howis itto be explained? Saunders
offers two main possible explanations of maobility:
the structural success of capitalism, and the
individual success of ‘talented’ people in achieving
occupational success (ihere being more talenied'
people among those with middle class origins). If
the latter were true, how can we explain an
increase in upward mobility without some
additional idea, such as biclogical mutation {the
working ¢lass being now born with more 'talent’)
or a structural liberation of ‘talent” due to social
and economic change?

It is the lalter that musi therefore seem the
most significant, and which of course represents
the most clearly sociological explanation. But
this in lurn raises difficulties for Saunders. First,
structural arguments it uneasily with the stress
an individualism in New Right writing. Second,
while the Oxford and Essex studies may
underestimale struciural sffects, the recently
published reports from the third major British
study, the Scottish Mobllily Study, take a very
different position. Itis not for me to say thatthese
publicaiions have the merit of Goldthorpe and
Marshall et al's work, but they do place such an
emphasis on siructural change and non-marxist
explanations that Saunders lays himselt open to

origins oblaining SC destination

{e) Those with WC origins, le. *al risk’ of

{fY Those with SC origins. Ie. "at risk’ of

Table 1 Patterns of Intergenerational Male Mobllity

{a) Service Class origin, Service Class Destination
{b} Working Ciass origin, Service Class Destination
{c) Disparity ratio; relative chances of SC and WG

{d) Odds ratio; competition between SC and WC
origins to obtain SC or WC destinations

axperiencing the disadvantage in {a) to (d)

expertencing the advantage of (a) to (d)

1972 Oxford 1984 Essex
58.8% 60.0%
15.4% 20.1%

3.8 2.7
14.3 7.4
53.9% 47.3%
13.2% 15.8%

the charge of highly pariial selectivily in his choice
of illustrations. And third, if it /s capitalism that
creates the new opporlunities of white collar work
and life style, Saunders and the New Right are
still lefi with a problem. How is it that such
different forms of capitalism as Sweden, Australia
and Germany (to take three couniries on which
mobility data are readily available) all show similar
structural rends — as indeed do those somewhat
less capitalist societies like Poland and Hungary?

While aspects of the argument in this rejoinder
are more technical than those usvally appearing
in Network, and perhaps more suited journals like
Sociology, there is a good reason for presenting
them here. Atthe heart of the Saunders, Marshall
and Rose exchange lies not so much &
professional or narrowly sociologlcal issue, but a
public ona: equality of opporiunity. If there Is a
broad problem for British sociology, it is not
unconscicus political bias, but rather how to
engage in debale about public issues, when
faced with the increased technicity of our
discipline. | believe we are in danger of retreating
from this dilemma, although as this contribution
shows, | do not have any easy answers. Butif we
cannot connect the complexity of our work 1o
public concerns, then the future of our discipline
must be in doubt.

Geoffrey Payne
Polytechnic South West
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Dear Editor,

| was surprised to learn from the last issue of
MNetwork that the motion for a boycolt of South
African academics had been passed; a visit to
the United States prevented me being at the
BSA Conference, or learning about the outcome
earlier. Two things in particular amaze me.
First, that the BSA is prepared to take a position
on this which is in advance of, and out of step
with, the democratic movement in South Africa;
and that the proposers of the motion were so
uninformed aboul whal the opinion is of the
democratic movement.

The raport on the debate seems to suggasi
that the standard used to assess this opinion
was the attilude adopted by the ANC. This
actually simplifies matters because ihelr stance
is mare clear cut than ihat reflected in the
democratic movement as a whole; Bishop Tulu,
for example, favours a blanket boycott, whereas
many officials in the trade union movemeni
{notably within COSATU) support a mora
selactive form of economic divestment and
disinvesimenl.  With respect to the cullural
boycolt, Oliver Tambo has clarified the position
of the ANC on at least two occasions. Where
contact benafits the democratic movement, he
is of the opinion that jt should be encouraged
rather than abandoned, A mid-ranking official
in the ANC recenily spoke out against the
boycotting of certain South African Universities
{specifically mentioning the Universily of the
Weslern Cape), and those academics ({there
and elsewhere} who play an active role in the
process of liberation. The bone of contention is
cne of validation and who il is who decides
whether ar not benefit accrues. The AN thinks
it should be their choice, rather than that of the
academics themselves. None the less, the
AMC supports sefective contact.

But the last issue of Network had a third
surprise for me. | looked in vain for some
mention of the assassination of Dave Webster,
a social scigntist at the Universily of
Wiwatersrand who was murdered becavse of
his very aclive involverent with the democratic
movement. He probably did more to benefil
Black South Africans than any exile or
knee-jerk opponent in Britain, as the orations at
his funeral atiest, and H was doubly sad for me
ta note that his death was not being mourned by
the BSA. [t is an offence to his memory to
suggest that he, and those of his like in South

African Universities, should be boycolted: the
BSA needs to do its utmost to encourage
people like Dave rather than shun them.

However, | have no moral prerogative on
grief, and many in Sritain might suggest in good
faith that blanket boycotis are the means to
facilitale people like Dave Websier. But again
we must be led in this by the democratic
movement — anything else appears as
arrogance, even if well intentioned ~ and the
ANC wishes to encourage certain forms of
acadernic conlact.  The orations at Dave
Webster's funeral by UDF officlals made this
absolutely clear. Rather than impose a blanket
boycott, the BSA needs to discover what are the
forms of contact which are endorsed by the
democratic movemeni inside South Alrica, and
then foster them.

If the BSA Is also to avoid the allegation of
hypocrisy as a result of the success of this
motion, il now needs to expel those of its
members from Sowh Alrican universilies, ban
all sales of Sociology inside South Africa, and
boyecolt those companies and expel individual
sociologists who retain contact. Should British
authors not permit their books to be used for
research and teaching purposes Inside South
Africa? The logic of this molion is for us to
adopt our own censorship and to marginalize
critical academics, which is exactly what the
South African government has been trying to do
for years; it even resorts 1o murder when 0
cannot silence them by olher means. Are we
now to help silence the last remaining critical
voices? The absurdity of this position is
precisely the reason why the ANC is opposed to
a blankat cultural boycotl which harms the
good, bad and ugly alike: to call for such Is
almost ark—like in the contexi of current poldical
frends in the democratic movement inside
South Africa.

Briish sociologists could more reascnably
spend their time segking the advice of the
democratic movamani on what form of selective
conlact is considared by ithem to be most
profitable to Black South Africans. Le! me give
you an example of how this operates at Yale
University, from where | have just returned on
sabbatical. The President of Yale is on a jury of
international iawyers overseeing lhe latest
reason trial for @ human rights organization.
{This is a briel, of course, which forces him 16 go
to the couniry and be in contact with various

Who wrote that?
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South Africans who represent all shades of
opinion; is this a role which foreigners should
abandon?) He was persuaded that while in
South Africa he should consult with officials in
COSATU and the UDF over the utflily of Yale
divesting itself even further of its South African
holdings. | do nol know the outcome of the
debale, but i is an example of how the
democratic movemenl would prefer the issue of
sanctions t¢ be addressed in fulure,
successiully taking it heyond the level of
emation,

Yours sincerely

John D Brawer
Queen’s Unlversity of Belfast

Dear Editor,

One scarcely needs a deep apprecialion of
indexicality to gather ihat the UGG Raview of
Sociology was about Universily sociology.
However, the conclusion that the demise of
sociology at the Universilies of Aston and
Birmingham “leaves a major cily withoul a
mainstream sociology department” (p.61)
appears somewhat insensitive to a Depariment
which has produced approaching 1,000 single
honours sociclogy graduates since the late
1960's.

Neveriheless, the disappearance of
University soclolegy depariments was met with
considerable dismay and regret by colleagues
herg togeiher with a sense of wonderment at
the lack of evident support from 'wilhin the
university sector. As the cument exercise
continues 1o demonstrate, howsever,
sociologists appear rather better at hierarchy
than selidarity but this Is an occupational hazard
of longstanding.

Yours sincergly,

Mike Fllby

Department of Sociofogy
and Applied Social Studies
Blrminham Polytechnic

No sex (questions)
please, we’re British!
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BSA SUMMER SCHOOL.:
SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH
IN CONTEXT

South Bank Polytechnic, 24-27th July 1989

Last July | was lucky enough to attend the BSA
Summer School, held this year at South Bank
Polytachnic, | mean ‘lucky’ quite sincerely, it
was a pleasure to be there, PhD work can be an
isolaling business, and for me, the school was
an ideal anlidote. It offered the chance to meet
other people in a similar siiualion, and to build
up a natwork of personal contacts all over the
country, and further. In the process we gained
an understanding of othars' research
approaches and concerns, and wera called
upon to elaborate our own. Past attenders had
described the school as ‘intense’, and it is,
found mysel intellectually engaged throughout
the day, not just in the various sessions offered,
but during refreshment breaks and throughout
the evening - frequenily until the sarly hours.
However, while this pace would have been
exhausting if sustained over a long period, the
overall effect of four days worth, was
invigorating.

The schocl was divided into panels,
workshops and tuterial groups. The panels this
year were on ethics, and researching in a policy
context, and both 1ouched on significant issues
of relevance to many of us. For example, the
first panel, comprising Abbey Cronin, Eileen
Barker, Jeff Weeks, Paul Gllroy and Barbara
Harrison, brought out issues such as the ethics
of access, confidentiality, respect for the
integrity of Individuals or groups researched,
ambiguous loyallies, and the political context in
which research is carried oul. We were offered
a choice of several workshops, on topics such
as feminist or antl-racist research, fieldworl,
interviewing, data analysis, SPSSX, writing,
publishing, and teaching. Those | attended
were extremely useful, and provoked some
interesling debates, such as the teminist
approach to research conceming males, and
the power relationships Involved in interviewing.
The tutorials took up approximately half our
lime, and were exiremely valuable, and here |
quote students speaking at our final report back
S63Si0N.

‘Qur group was non—directive, there were no
presentations for example; rather, we talked
round commaon interesis’.

‘Qur group adepted a case study appreach,
with each member outlining 1heir research...
The variely of perspeclives within our group
was not a hindrance, but higbly fruitiul,
encouraging our laleral thinking, and
enabling us to identify themes in common'.

‘In discussing and explaining our research,
wa each reached a betier understanding of
our own research intentions'.

‘We all appreciated the freedom to discuss
our research, in an uninhibited atmosphers of
mutual aid, where there was no poinl
scoring’.

‘We found it useful to gain information from
those at different stages of rasearch,
parlicularly those of us at 1he very baginning.
We all fell that in future studenis should be
encouraged to attend the school al the
beginning of their research and at the end".

'Our tutor gave us parceptive advice, and falt
she had got a lot back from this. We
appreciated her ability to allow a flow of talk
within the group'.

Thanks 1o all involved, particularly Stina
Lyon, and the ftutors: Barbara Harrison, Rob
Moore, Kate Purcell, Carolyn Vogler and Andy
Wabster.

Pauline Fuller
University of Essex

INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCIATION FOR
SEMIOTIC STUDIES

IV Congress ‘Humanity and lts
Signs’
Barcelona — Perpignan, 31 March — 6 April 1989

The world congress of semiolicians takes place
every five years, the 1989 version bringing
almost 400 participanis to Catalonia’s two major
towns. The evenl was subdivided into plenary
sessions, round tables and siraight paper
presentations, and meetings were devoted to a
serias of anniversaries that happened to fall this
year: 1889 marked twenly years of the IASS
and fiity years of the Foundations of the Theory
of Signs by Charles Morris, while it was one
hundred and filty years after the biith of C 8
Peirce, two hundred since the French
Revolution, and a thousand away from the
beginmings of Catalonia.  Main speakers
included Umberto Eco {Bologna) on "Forgeries,
Originals and ldentily’, Joseph Margolis
(Philadelphia) on 'The Human VYolce of
Semiotics’, Francgis Jacques (Paris) on ‘La
contrainte de communicabilite’ and the
president, Jerzy Pelc (Warsaw), on ‘The
Teaching of Semiotics and its
Ingiitutionalization'.

When the term 'semiotics' is mantioned to
English-speaking Europsgan sociologists, the
work of Saussure almost invariably comes to
mind. So | was surprised to discover that il had
been almost lofally displaced by that of Peirce.
Castel and Lacassagne {Clermont-Farrand)
attempted to reconcile the binary signifier/
signitied schema of Saussure with the triadic
system of Peirce, but nobody seemed
convinged. The Peirclan slam of the French
delegation appears to owe much to the
philosepher Gerard Deledalle (Perpignan) who,
reflecting on the development of his seminar in
the 1970s, asked: 'Etions~ncus devani un
choix: Saussure ou Peirce?. The American
appears to have besn elected. Eco, indeed,
greeted us with ‘Salut a Peircepignant’,

The generalized chaos of the Barcelona
organization makes it difficult 1o give a coharent
account of what went on there, but the
Parpignan sessions were divided thematically
into Literature, Aesthetics, Sociology,
Linguistics, Media, Philosophy, Psychoanalysis
and Psychology (il | may so iranslate psyche),
and Semiolic Theory and Practice. 'Sociology’
turned out to mean two sessions on
anthropology, two on sociolinguistics, one on
politics and ideclogy and my own on
socio-semiotics. | was pleased to meet two
other people who work on the sociclogy and
semiotics of clothing, but we were each
originally scheduled 1o speak at three quite
different sesslons. If there was a transcandent
principie of organization at work, then
substantive topic was not it. The sociclogy
events appeared 1o be sparsely attended by
comparison with, say, those on psyche or even
aesthetics.

One of the less happy sides of the Congress
concerned the standard of chairing which, wilh

some honourable exceptions, ranged from the
plainly incompeatent to the downright rugde. Now
il is clear that there may be large cultural
variations in expectaliens of good
chairpersonship, but an {nternational
conference ought to be just the place for the
issuing of clear chairing instructions. This was
not done. That a session was frequenily
chaired by one of that very session's paper
presenlers created a space for abuse that was
all loo often exploited,

An Intriguing aspect of the Congress
concerned tha almost total absence of
anglophone Europeans. Although some were
said 10 be attending, | met none. A look at the
most recent (March 1989) statistics on
individual membership of the IASS shows great
imbalance between wvarious counlries (ses
Table 1). Tha very high ligures for Italy and
Austria can ba parlly explained by the holding of
earlier conferences in Palermo and Vienng, by
the Viennese editorship of the 1ASS Bulfefin,
and by the formidable presence of Umberlo
Eco. Even taking this into account, the
proportionally low  British membership s
striking. As far as | can determine, il consists of
linguists, communications gpecialigts, literary
critics, architects, and a legal scholar. The Irish
membership consists exclusively of sociologists
- all two of us. Sois semiotics of no interast to
British sociologists? | find this hard to believe: a
science that attempts 1o grasp the phenomenal
world interpretively surely needs ways of
accounting for signs, signification and semiosis
in general. Semiotics also offers tha opportunity
for produciive, rather than merely confusing and
frustrating, trans-disciplinary meetings, acting
as a sort of Esperanto between people who
might otherwise not have anything 1o say o
gach other.

TABLE 1
ITALY 180 USA 118
AUSTRIA 106 FRANCE 69
CANADA 43 GFR 43
SPAIN 33 SWITZERLAND 21
ARGENTINA 19 BULGARIA 19
BRAZIL 16 BELGIUM 14
ISRAEL 14 NETHERLANDS 14
HUNGARY 13 BRITAIN 12

OTHERS 107

‘OTHERS' represents 20 countrigs with less ihan 10
mambers each.

Source: |ASS Bulfietin, special Issue March--April
1689. The statistics are my own, based on lhe
membership list gublished In (his issue.

Apart from organizing world congresses, the
IASS publishes a twice—yearly Buffetin which Is
full of Iinformatlion en upcoming meetings,
reports on past ones, accounts of tha activities
of the national semiotic associations, journal
summaries, thesis absiracis, details of current
research proiects and bio~bibliographies. The
annual Individual membership fee is US$15,
and details can be obtained from: Gloria
Withalm, Treasurer of the IASS, Viktoriagasse
148/4-5, A-1150 Wien, Austria,  Anybody
interested in coordinating socio-semiotic work
in anglophone Eurcpe might contact me al the
following address: Dr Peter Corrigan,
Department of Sociology, Trinily College,
Dublin 2, Ireland. Telephone: 772947 extn.
1871 or 1808, Fax 772694,

Peter Corrigan,
Trinlty College, Dublin

g
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BSA LEISURE AND
RECREATION STUDY
GROUP

On Friday 9 June, a workshop/information
exchange, organised by the British Soclological
Association's Lejsure and Recreation Study
Group, was held at the University of Warwick.
The meeting was designed to bring together
sociologists, physical educaficnalists and a
variety of practitioners interested in the area of
sport and ethnicity. The programme was
organised around four papers and the
subsequent discussions.  Horace Lashley
avaluated ‘The Issue of Black British Youth
Success in Sport’ and argued that this was a
by-product of racialised social control,  Jose
Parry presented a paper on ‘Sport and the Black
Experlence’ while Scolt Fleming outlined ‘A
Cultural Account of Sport and Asian Youth
Culture'. Finally, Bruce Carrington and Trevor
Willilams reported on their Norlhern England
based research on ‘Gender and Generation; the
Leisure and Life Styles of South Asians in
Northern England'.

It is hoped that 1he next mesting of the study
group will take place at the University of
Loughborough some lime during the Spring
Term of 1990. The proposed litle Is *Sport and
Historical Sociology’. For further dstails please
contact Grant Jarvie, University of Warwick,
Wastwood Campus, Coventry, CV4 7AL, or
telephone {0203) 523523 Exi 2496.

POSTGRADUATE FORUM
(PGF)

The Posigraduate Forum of the BSA ~ News
Update

Recenlly a letter was sent 10 all postgraduates
currently on the BSA mailing lisl, and some
non—-285A mambers who had expressed
interest, asking for:

1} A brief abstract of ressarch/areas of interest,
{lo be included In a detailed Postgraduate
Register for distribution to all PGF
members).

2} Postgraduates willing
ragional meelings.

3} People willing to become involved tn the
possible regeneration of the PGF Journal,
{CRITICAL SOCIAL RESEARCH).

to co-ordinate

With regard to 1), thanks are dug to all those
who have sent in their abstracts, and for the
many encouraging comments and suggeslions.,
Recommendations have been noted, and will
be raised eveniually at the appropriate BSA
executive committee meesting.  WIIL those
remalning postgraduates interested In being
Inciuded In the PGF Reglster please send in
thelr abstracts as soon as possible, (300
words maximum).

There are now several PGF members willing
to co—ordinate regional meelings/events.

REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS

Hertfordstire

Jenny Densham, 36 Baldwing, Welwyn Garden
City, Herts AL7 28D.

0707 335 892

York and surrounding areas

Rachel Ward, Departmant of Sociology,
University of York, Heslington, York YO1 50D,
0904 433 060

0804 426 389 (home}
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West Yorkshire

Steve Leman, ODegpartment of Indusirial
Technology, University of Bradiord, Bradford,
West Yorkshire BD7 1DP.

0274 733 466

0274 566 180 (home)

Devon, Cornwall, Sorerset and Avon

Sue Fisher, Tudor Cottage, Barbican Road,
East Poolg, Comwall PL13 1EL

0503 645 05

London

Cathy Pope, Department of Public Health and
Policy, London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Meadicine, Kepper Street, London.

0322 524 140

East Anglia

Pauling Fuller, Department of Saciology,
Unlversity of Essex, Wivanhoe Park,
Colchester, Essex.

0206 873 333

0206 438 13 (home)

North West

Jane Ailfield, Depanment of Social
Administration, Fylde College, Lancaster
Universily, Lancaster LA1 4YF.

0524 652 01 exi 4102

Posigraduates interested in meeting on a
regional basis should contact the appropriale
co-ordinator direct. Individuals wllting to act
as co—ordinators for those reglons as yet
unrepresented please get in touch as soon
as possible. Likewise for those interested in
helping to regenerate the PGF Joymnal.

A PGF mesling was held ai South Bank
Polyiechnic, during the BSA Postgraduate
Summer School, on 27 June 1988. The
minutes were recorded by Monica Dowling,
{Joint PGF Rep), and are available upon
request. Several issues were raised, upon
which members may like to express an opinion,
thus a letter will be circulated in the near fulure,
with a view to gaining firm proposals 1o 1ake to
the executive committae.

The PGF welcomes correspondence from all
postaraduates, whether resgarch students or
research assistants, ang hopes io provide a
valuable contact peint. If the PGF is 10 develop
1o its full potential it must receive the support
and Interest of as many postgraduates as
possible, so please encourage others in your
departments to become Involved. Regular
space in NETWORK is available to us, and can
te used to publicise eventsfitems of Interest/
debates etc. Again, if you wish to contribute do
get in touch. For more informaiion contact:

Wendy Burke, Postgraduate Forum, BSA, 10
Portugal Sireet, London WC2A 2HU.

Wendy Burke
{PGF Representative — Joint
with Monica Dowling)

ALSISS — Social Science

Forum

The Social Science Forum have produced a
document ‘Making Use of Wesiminsier which
advises on how 10 make successful use . of
confacts with. parliamentarians for those
soeking to publicisa and promote social
science. BSA members may obtain copies from
the BSA office. Further information from Janet
Lewis, Beverley House, Shipton Road, York,
Y03 6RB.

STANDING CONFERENCE
OF ARTS AND SOCIAL
SCIENCES (SCASS)

Summary of a report on Research Selectivity in
the Humanities: Consuitation and its Qutcome
Before launching its 1989 ‘research
seleclivily exercise’, the Universily Grants
Committee issued a consullatlive paper for
comment in 1988. SCASS has examined the
comments submitied by 25 nalional academic
organisalions, representing bstween them most
anls and social science disciplinegs. The report
on the results poinls to some disturbing
discrepancies beiween these expressions of
professional opinion and the actual form of the

anquiry.

Main suggestions in response to
consultation

The balance of opinions expressed about the
aims of research evalualion distinctly favoured
provision of informed advice for fulure activities
rather than ‘selactivily’ In respecl of
procedures, there was widespread agreement
on many poinis including the following —

« Avoid inappropriale uniformily of criteria ang
simplistic quantification.

« Take extensive account of individual staff
records of publications and research
initiatives.

» Take & good pinch of salt to information abou
Ynput’ in the form of research grant and
contract inceme.

+ Give subject-specific guidance about criteria
in advance.

+ Accompany or follow up unit gradings by
axplanations and advice for the future.

Many respondents also wanled an appeais
mechanism as a further safeguard for 1he
integrity of ihe exercise.

The actual enqulry to unlversitles

The UGC accepted some part of
recommendations In this spirit by inviting
professional bodies to nominate pansl
members and other expert advisers, and by
extending the review period to five years. But
arrangsments for the exercise otherwise proved
notably ingensitive to the suggestions made by
these organisations of the humanities. The late
1988 enquiry thus ~

« Emphasised quaniitalive information, about
publications as well as outside income.

+ Had the same format for all subjects, and
gave no subject-specilic guidance.

« Notified no intention 1o explain unit gradings,
or 10 use them to give advice for the future;
and refused provision for appeals.

The outcome, the report concludes, must
undermine confidence among the humanities in
processes of both consultation and research
evaluation,

A copy of the report may be obtained from Dr
Sara Delamont, 62 Park Place, Cardiff CF1
2AS8. Price including postage £1.50 (Plaase
make chaques payable 1o ‘SCASS")

SOCIAL SCIENCES

The new ang glossy ESRC information shaet
can be obtained via Lovise Hardy at the ESRC.
The ESRC Newslettar is 10 be relaunched as a
twica ysarly journal.
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PAPERS IN SOCIOLOGY

Staftordshire Polytechnic

The Experiance of Running a Small Business in
North Staffordshire

Tony Chapman, Occasional Paper No. 10, June
1988 £3.00

Hanley in 1851: A Survey Based on the Census
Returns

David Alan Gatlay, Occasional Paper No. 11,
June 1988 £3.00

From: Department of Sociology, Stalfordshire
Polytachnic, Leek Road, Sioke—-on-Treni 5T4
2DF.

Strathclyde Papers on Government and
Politics

1989 New Papers

No. 59 Privatisation 'With the Grain"
Distinguishing Features of the Sale of the
National Bus Company

Geofl Dudley

No. 60 The Extension of Popular Capitalism
Anthony Heaih, Roger Jowell, John Curlice and
Goofl Evans

No. 61 Labour Elftes in Glasgow
Mike Keating, Roger Levy, Jack Geekie and
Jack Brand

No. 62 Electoral Change in Wastern Counirias:
Consequences of Posi-Industrial Social
Change.

Mark Franklin and Tom Mackie

No. 63 Towards a ‘New' Political Science of
Technology.
Wolfgang Rudig

Please place orders with: Strathclyde Papers on
Government and Politics, Politics Depariment,
Universliy of Strathclyde, McCance Buliding, 16
Richrmond Street, Glasgow G1 1XQ, UK.
QOrders will be Invoiced at the fellowing rates:
£3.00 for students and those working in
education; £4.00 for all other U.K. orders; £5.50
for all overseas orders.

Centre for Scandinavian Studies

Rvinner, gardssmer og meferist. Arbeidsdeling
og inntekisdeling. Papers/Skrifter 1a. £2.50f
NOK 30. -

Women, farm bulter and the dairy. Division of
labour and division of incoms. Papers/Skrifter
Ib. £2.50.

increasing women's parliamentary
represantation.  The Norwegian experience.
£2.50.

From: Centre for Scandinavian Studies, 12
Lavender Gardens, Newcaslle upon Tyne NE2
3DE,

NEW JOURNAL
Time and Society

An internaticnal, interdisciplinary journal
Senior Editorial Advisers: J T Fraser and
Michael Young

ANNOUNCEMENT AND CALL FOR
PAPERS

June 1889 {for first volume immediately and not
later than 30th November 1989 to Barbara
Adam, School of Soclal and Adminlstrative
Studles, Unlversity of Wales Collage of
CardIff, 62 Park Place, Cardiff. Wales UK
CF1 3AS. Tel: work — 0222 874000; home —
0633 892090; Fax: 371921,

Alms and Objects:

1} to explore the importance of temporal
organisation and concepts In relation to
theories of individual behaviour, and of
society and cullure in general, and 1o the
theorslical approach of specilic disciplines in
the social sclences and humanilies;

2)to explore, In thelr contemporary and
historical context, the interrelationships of

nalural and biological science views of lime
and temporality and those of the humanities
and social sciences;

3) to provide & forum for scholarly criliques and
proposals for change in the way that
temporal assumptions affect public, social
and economic pelicy formation.

4) to notice and review current work and
literature ralating to ihe above,

Pubilcation:

The journal will be published by Merlin Press,
three times a year in English and distributad ata
variable subscription rate. Members of 1SST,
ASBET and similar bodies will pay least, then
olher individual subscribers and institutions.
{The last for £40 p.a.). it will have 128 pages an
issue which will be either general or built {by 2
guesl editor) around a particular thems or
discipline.  Articles will be subject to peer
review. The edilor will aim at a response within
one month, publication within 6-2 months of
acceptance and the publishers will raguire a six
months ¢ycle. The first issue will appear in
1980.

VISITORS

Have you a visiting scholar in your department?
Let Network know.

AUSTRALASIAN
DIFFERENTIATION

The Sociological Association of Australia and
MNew Zealand (SAANZ) no longer exisls. | has
been replaced by The Australian Sociological
Association {TASA) and in New Zealand by the
Sociological Association of Aoctearoa (New
Zealand) {SAANZ).

The President of TASA is John 5. Western of
the Department of Anthropology and Sociology,
Univarsity of Queensland. The President of 1he
Sociological Association of Aotearoa (New
Zealand) is Paul Spoonley, Massey Universily.

EVENTS

BSA MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY
GROUP

The convenor of the BSA Medical Sociology
Group Is Steve Platt, MRAC Unit for
Epidemiotogical Studies in Psychiatry, Royal
Edinburgh Hospital, Morningside Park,
Edinburgh, EH10 S5HF.

The Group newsleiter, Medical Soclology
News , is published ihree fimes & year
{December, April and August). Subscriptions —
£8 {instilutions and overseas}, £5 {(waged) and
£2.50 (unwaged). Write to the editor, David
Woodman, 43 Sydenham Park, London, SE26
4EE.

Conference Dates

BSA Medical Sociology Group Confergnces,
1989-1932

1990, 14 - 16th September, University of
Edinburgh

1891, 27 — 291h September, Universily of York
1992, 17 - 21st September, University of
Edinburgh ({Joint meeling with Eurcpean
Soclety for Medical Sociclogy)

Regional Groups — Events

Bristol and South-West

Convenor: Morma Daykin, Dept. of Social
Administration, University of Bristal, The Alfred
Marshall Building, 40 Berkeley Square, Bristol,
BSB 1HY.

19th October, Family Planning Services: A
Change for the Better? Dr. Chrigting Hine.

2nd November, Bristol Inner City Haalth Project:
Three Years On.

These meetings will be held al 5.15 p.m. in
Room A.13 (first floor) at the above address.
For more details please contacl Norma Daykin
0272 510350.

London

Convenors: Ulla Gustafsson and Mary Bollam.
Frogramme for the remainder of 1989:

October 11, The Social History of AIDS in the
UK, Phil Strong and Virginia Berridge, LSHTM.
November 8, Sound Advice: Delivering Healih
Care lo Patients who are Deafl , Lesley Jones,
Bristol Univarsity.

December 6, Reflections on Teaching Medical
Seociclogy . Margaret Stacey, Dept. of
Sociology, Warwick University.

Everyong is welcome 1o attend LMSG
meeltings -~ the group has no formal
membership. At each meeling there is a
presentation by a speaker — often about work in
progress — followed by a discussion.

Meetings begin at 6 p.m. and are held in the
3rg fioor seminar room, Depl. of Community
Medicine, University College London, 66-72
Gower Street, London, WC1.  Mestings may
bave to be changed owing to circumsiances
beyond our control. If in doubt contact Mary
Bollam orr 01-267-4411 x218. If you would like
to receive the 1890 programme, please send a
stamped addressed envelope to Ulla
Gustafsson, 31 Hillfieid Avenue, London, N8
7Ds.

Northern and East Midiands
Joint canvenors: Nick Fox, Dept. of General
Praclice, University of Sheflield (0742 766222
ex.2527); David Clark, Dapl. of Health Siudies,
Sheffield City Polytechnic (0742 665274
ex.3213); Carol Thomas, Dept. of Communily
Medicine, Sheffield Health Authority {0742
670333 ex. 162).

This is a new ragional group based in
Sheffield, with a potential caichmenm area
including Yorkshire and parls of the East

11



— EVENTS

Midlands. Those inlerested should contact Nick
Fox. .
The details of the Autumn programme are
not known in full but the likely lopics of papers/
seminars are: Community Care Policy: Current
Issues for Research and Practice;Workshop:
Models of Empowerment in Healih Promotion
Details can be obtained from David Clark.

North-East
Convenor: Malcelm Colledge, School of
Behavicural Science, Newcastle-upon-Tyna
Polyiechnic, Norlthumberland Building,
Northumberland Road, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,
NE1 8ST.

North-West

Convenars: Sue Scott, Dept. of Sociology,
University of Manchester, Stopford Building,
Oxford Road, M13 9PT. A full programme of
events and aclivities can be obtained by
sending an s.a.e.

Scotland
Convenors: Margaret Reid, Dept. of Community
Medicine, 2 Lilybank Gardens, Glasgow, Gi2
8QQ; Sarab Cunningham Burley, address as
above.

The programme for 1989/90 has nol been
decided and anycne interested should contaci
either Margaret or Sarah.

Wales

At presenl the Wales Group are convenor-ess.
Anyone interested should conlact Steve Plait as
s00n as possible.

BSA MAX WEBER STUDY
GROUP

The study group has now some 30 parsons on
its mailing list and is sending out a regular
newslelter. A seminar series has been planned
for the coming academic year; the lectures for
Cctober to December are as follows:

QOctober 25th, Professor Martin Albrow. Max
Weber: From Social Thaory 1o Sociclogy.
November 8ih, Dr. Irving Velody {Durhamj.
Polttics Without Foundation.

November 22nd, Dr. D. Owen (Durham). Weber
ang MNietzsche.

December 6th, Dr. J.R.R. Thomas (Brisiol
Poly). Tille to be announced.

The meetings will be held in the German
Historical Instilute, 17 Bloomsbury Square,
London, WG at 2 p.m.

Further information can be oblained from D.J.
Chalcraft, 12 Hadlang Road, Abingdon, Oxon,
OX14 3IXW.

BSA SOCIOLOGY +
ENVIRONMENT +
ARCHITECTURE STUDY
GROUP

The next meeting of the study group will be on
Saturday 18 November, at the LSE. The theme
will be Participation in Design, with reports of
current research from Alison Ravelz {Leeds),
Willlam Waltson (Cambridge} and Tom Woolley
(Hull).

For Information comacl Tim Brindley,
Department of Architeclure, Leicester
Polytechnic (0533 551551, ex.2534) or lan
Rabinson, Department of Human Sciences,
Brune! (0895 74000, gx.2504).
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FAMILY LIFE IN ONE
PARENT HOUSEHOLDS:
CURRENT RESEARCH AND
THEORY

University of Surrey
27th October 1989

The purpose of this conference s to bring
together researchers and academics from
different disciplings who are involved in work
based on the one parent family in order to
explore theorelical Issues and to discuss recent
research findings.

Papers on the following topics will be
presented:

+ One pareni families in France
+ Housing stratagies of lone parents

= Palierns of healh and iliness amongst long
pargnis

+ The labour market and ong parent familiss
» Lone parenthood and employment

For furiher details contaci Michael Hardey,
Family Life Conference, Department of
Sociclogy, University of Surrey, Guildford, GU2
5XH. Tel. {0483)509292, &x.3004.

EMAIL (socO46@uk.ac.surrey.sysh).

BRITISH SOCIETY FOR
POPULATION STUDIES

Monday, 11 December, "Mortality in Developing
Couniries”. Board Room, London School of
Economics, 2.30 p.m.

Thursday, 4 January 1920, “Where is Fertility
Going?", Vera Anstey Room, London School of
Economics, 2.30 p.m.-5 p.m. There will be 3
papars on the fertility assumptions for
population projections in the UK by OPCS and
other speakers. Anyone who is interested in
contributing please contact John Ermisch,
NIESR, tel. 01-222-7665.

STUDY GROUP ON
COMPUTERS IN SURVEY
ANALYSIS

Tha Study Group on Compulers in Survey
Analysis is pleased to announce that its next
one day conference, The Impact of New
Techneology on Survey Processing  will take
place on Wednesday, November 22, 1989, at
the City Universily, London.  For further
information, please contact Liz McKay, 4
Mansel Drive, Borstal, Rochester, MET 3HX.

SOCIAL RESEARCH
ASSOCIATION (SRA)

Annual Confarence, Decamber t1ith

Theme: “into the 19905 — The Climaie for
Social Research”, Regent's College, London.
Contact Norma Clayton, 9 Windsor Road,
London, M13 5PP.

THE CENTRE FOR THE
STUDY OF ADULT LIFE

Teesside Polytechnle

The Future of Adult Life, Second Internalional
Conference, will be held on July 4th-8th, 1990,
at The Leeuwenhorsi Congress Centre, The
Netherlands. For further informaticn comact C-
SAL, Dept. of Administrative and Soclal
Studies, Teesside Polytechnic, Berough Road,
Middlesbrough, Cleveland, TS1 3BA.

ESRC TRAINING COURSE
ON CASE STUDY METHODS

Lancaster University

December 17th-201h 1989

An interdisciplinary course on case study
methods for postgraduate students and
researchers.  Plenary sessions, tulor groups
and workshops. Some bursaries available to
cover fegs, residenca and travel.

Further delails from Rosemary Brockbank
{ESRC Case Studies Conference), Dept. of
Sociclogy, Lancaster Universily, Lancasler,
LAT 4YW, or from 1he organizers, Alan Warde
and Janet Finch.

Call for Papers

Czechoslovak Sociological

Association

Czechosiovak Academy of Sclences
Institute for Philosophy and Sociology in
cooperation wilh the Czechoslovak Sociological
Association — Section for Methods and
Technics will organize on April 2-6 1990 in
Bachyne, South Bohemia, a four days
International Symposium, Measurement in the
Social Sclences . general theorstical and
methodolegical problems. English will be the
cfficial language ot the Symposium. All printed
materials will ba in English too.

Instituie for Philosophy and Sociology,
Czechoslovak Academy of Sclences, Jilska 1,
110 00 Prague 1, Czechoslovakia (Dr. Hynek
Jerabek).

International Sociological
Association

12th World Congress of Sociology
Madrid, 9-13 July 1990

Ad Hoc Sessions: Ethnicity and the Nation State
Two ad hoc sessions on the subject of Ethnicity
and the Nation State are belng organised for
the 12th World Congress of Sociology. The
purpose of these sessions is to discuss the
problematic refalion between sfates, nations
and sthnic groups in the contemporary world.
Particular emphasis will be given to papers that
discuss a) theories of ethnlcity and the nation-
state and, b) the relationship betwsen national
and ethnic identities In mutti-ethnic and mulii-
national states. We hope to form an
international research group on ethnicity and
the nation slate from this Initial meeting in
Madrid. The organisers of the sessions are
Elektra Tselikas from the Foundation for
Meditarranean Studies in Athens, Greece and
Ephraim Nimni from the University of New



— EVENTS

Souih Wales in Sydney, Australia. Papers will
be accepisd in English, German, Spanish and
French, and we hopa to organise some
translation for papers read in catalan or
Euskera.

if interested in offering a paper, please send
an absiract of between 100 and 300 words.
Absiracts, offers of papers and enquiries to:
Ephraim Nimni, School of Political Science,
Universily of New South Wales, P.O. Box 1,
Kensington, NSW 2033, Australia, Fax: (61-2)
662-7463). Deadling for ihe submission of
abstracis, 20 October 1989,

Social Aspects of AIDS

The 4th Conferance of Social Aspects of Aids
will be held at South Bank Polylechnic on
Salurday, April 7th, 1980. Absiracts are now
invited for papers. The conference’'s main
themes are: Social Responses o Alds,
Perceptions of Risk, Policy Issues,
Perspectives on Care.  Abstracts, not
exceeding 200 words in length, typed double
spaged on one side of A4 paper, should be
submiited to Graham Hart, Academic
Depariments of Genito-Urinary Medicine,
University College and Middiesex School of
Medicing, London, WIN 8AA, no later than
December 6th 1889. To receive further details
of the conference, write to Peter Davies,
Department of Social Sciences, South Bank
Polytechnic, Borough Road, London SE1 QAA.

International Conference on

the Home

Polish Academy of Sciences

Oclober 18-20, 1990, Warsaw, Poland.

Theme — Home: Physical, Social ang Value
Dimenslons.  Abstracts or papers are due
January 31, 1990. Mail to any one of the
following: Prof. Andrzej Sicinski, Director,
Division of Lifestyle Studies, Institute of
Phifosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of
Sciences, Nowy Swiat 72, 00 330 Warsaw,
Poland; Prof. Eleen Baumann or Prof. Richard
G. Mitchell, Department of Sociclogy, Oregon
State Universily, Corvallis, OR, USA 97331,
{503) 737-2641.

Bitnel address: Baumanne@Ucs.Orst.Edu or
Mitchelr@Ucs.Orst.Edu,

Professions and Public
Authority: Historical and

Comparative Perspectives

An International Conference on April 21-22,
1990, at Henderson House, Noriheastern
Universily, Boston, Massachusells.

This 1SA conferance will consider new
concepts and approaches to the sludy of the
changing relationships among professions,
pubiic authorities such as states and
international bodies (EEC, OECD, GATT), and
such olher centers of power as sectors of
capitalism and organized consumer
associalions.

Potantial contributors: send one page paper
proposal, bafore December 1, 1989,

For information write to: Elliott A. Krause,
Center for the Professions, Depariment of
Sociology, Norheastern Universily, Boston,
Massachusetls 02115, USA; Louis H. Orzack,
Committee on Professions, Department af
Sociology, Rutgers University, New Brunswick,
New Jarsey 08303, USA.

A PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME FOR
SOCIOLOGISTS

This programme, announced in the previous
Network | is taking further shape having been
discussed and endorsed at the ESRC training
board. The concern is to improve our
performance as sociclogists by forwarding
practical policies to promote and bring
resources to the discipline. .

A series of meelings has been planned, 1h
first of which will be held in Leeds, May 9-10,
1980, on the lopic of Markeling and Media
Relatlons . The coverage will be wide including
sessions such as — saciology as a pressure
group, sociologists in the madia, performing as
a pundit, the perils of popularization,
presentation and production of departmental
literature, do-it-yourself publishing, eic. We will
nol gather simply to hear the words of the media
‘expents’, since much of the mesling will be
‘participatory”. In short, if you are concemed 10
promote the discipling, your deparimeni, your
rasearch findings (or even yourself), you should
think twice about blowing your annual travel
allowance on sweltering Madrid and come to
baimy Leeds instead.

The programme as a whole is designed to
have something for everyone. A wide range of
professional skills will be encouraged and future
meealings have already been planned on
Income Generation (6-7 Nov. 1990}, Teaching
Methods and Curdcufum with more to follow.
Since professional development is largely a
maiter of self-help, it Is hoped that depariments
in zll the highways and byways of sociology will
consider being represented at each of the
meetings.

The meetings will, as a rule, be held in May
{before the examinations rush) and in
November (when the dusi has setiled). They
will be from noon to noon, with an overnight stay
it ngcessary. The Inifial galhering will be in
Leeds, bui, if successful, the schems will
become a travelling show. There will, of course,
be reduciions for B.S.A. members. A detalled
programme for the first meeting will appear in
Nelwork  and other B.S.A. publications,
Information on coslings, accommaodation, etc.
may be had shortly from the course secretary,
Ms Kristina Eddon, C.P.E., Universily of Leeds,
Leeds LS2 9JT (Tel. 0632 333234).

Further information from and suggeslions to:
Frankie Todd, Director of Continued
Professional Education, The University of
Leeds, Leeds LS2 9JT; Ray Pawson. Dept. of
Sociology, The University of Leads, Leeds L32
9JT; Roy Todd, Head of Sociology, Trinity and
All Saints College, Horsforth, Leeds, LS16 §HD.

UNESTABLISHED
SOCIOLOGISTS

A collective of postgraduates who are, or have
recenily been, carrying oul doctoral research,
are planning 1o establish a series of occasional
papers in applied social theory. We want to
encourage lhe development of a thaoratically
informed analysis of substantive problems in
madern social ife. The intention is to stimulate
the use of theory, in the bellef that its challangs
should be accepted, rather than simply
restated.

We ars keen to hear from anyons who would
like to be involved in the preject. In particular,
we want the main participants and contributors
to be unestablished sociologists, by which we
mean people who are not sitting comfartably in
tenured posts or have a long fist of publications
behind them. It seems that today's iheorists
have some diflicully getting work published, and
although we would only want to publish pieces
that warrant whatever audience we might have,
we are@ commilted to the work of new
sociologists. Cne way of gelling published is to
publish ourselves. A series of occasional
papers would be ong (small) way of gaining a
vOoice,

Interesled? Then write to Keilh Tester, 16
Renforth Street, Dunston, Gateshead, Tyne &
Wear, NE11 SBE.

“HISTORY OF THE
PRESENT” STUDY GROUP

Nikolas Rose wishes to form a new study group
intended for doctoral studenis and others
aclively engaged in researching the history of
the human sciences and medicine and their
links with practices of sccial regulation, It will
lake up the approaches developed by Michel
Foucaull and his co-workers, especially in
relation 10 analyses of technologies of powar
and knowledge in Britain in the twentieth
century.

The aim would bse 10 meet about every lwo
monihs, with an initial mesting in November.

If you are interested, please contacl Nikolas
Rose, Department of Human Sciences, Brunel
University, Uxbridge, Middx., UB8 3PH. Tel.

{0895) 56461, ex.251.

THE INSTITUTE OF ‘FAMILY
STUDIES’ {IFS)

Aims and Oblectives

1. To promate the Feunding of the New “Family
Studies' in which to assert the importance of
"Family Life'.

Z. To develop a role as a Teaching Insiitute.

3. To develop a role as a Research Instilute.

4. To develop an Information Resource to hold
delails of research, publications and
interested individuals/bodies.

5.To form a national Association of 'Family
Life'.

6. To found the Journal of "Family Studies'.

Those interested should contact Dr. Jon

Bernardes, School of Economics and Social

Science, Wolverhampton FPolylechnic, Arthur

Stgrer  Building, Molineux  Street,

Wolverhampton, Wv1 18B. Dr. Bernardes

would also like to hear from BSA members

interasted in forming a BSA Family Studies

Group.

EUROPEAN CONSORTIUM
FOR POLITICAL RESEARCH
(ECPR)

Those wishing 1o recsive information on ECPR
activities should write to David McKay,
Executive Director, ECPR, Universily of Essex,
Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, CO4 350, UK.
The new format News Gircular will be issued in
November.
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BOOK TALK

PHILIP ABRAMS
MEMORIAL PRIZE
1989

Dick Hobbs, Doing the Business:
Entrepreneurship, the Working
Class, and Detectives in the East
End of London

Oxford, OUP, 1988, £25.00 hardback, £4.85
paperback.

This is the best book I've read for a long time.
Half of it is & detailed ethnography of flegal
antreprensurship in East London; the other half
is about the Metropolitan Police’s Criminal
Invastigation Department {CID) and the way in
which ‘the occupational cullure and subsequent
operational style of deleclive work in London,
and more specifically East London, borrows
stylistically from East End culiure’ (p7). Doing
the Business, however, is not just a ‘good read’,
it is also of theorelical importance — for two
major reasons. First, because in giving a
socio—economic history of the East End, it
demenstrates that working—-class cullure is not
monolithic — that the factory discipline which
shaped the occupational culture of some parts
of the Nerih of England workiorce has been
mainly unknown to the predominantly casual

workers of London's East End, Second,
because it is a first—rate example of how lhe
best athnographic studies can demonstrate the
relationships between history, soclal structure
and subjectivity. For whether they are engaged
in skullduggery or {and) criminal investigation,
the men who duck and dive throughout the
pages of this book are all doing & business
shaped by the shared rules and discourses of a
very specific area — the East End of the
nineteenth century maob and Jack the Ripper:
and of the tweniieth cemury Krays and the
Deteclive Superintendent Nipper Reed who
determined to put them behind bars,

The book Is ingenicusly organised in three
modular blocks. The first chapler, the
Postscript and the Appandix togather provide a
many-sided and in—depth piclure both of the
auvihor's mathods of investigation and of ‘his’
East End. These sections are importani
hecause they Invite readers 1o share boih the
author's closeness to the people he describes
as well as his fond bul unromanticised vision ol
continuity ang change in East London, Indead,
Hobbs's mosi remarkable feat in these seclions
is to present a riveting analylic description
completely devoid of nostalgia. (Though the
postscripl does detail the history and current
antics of The London Oockland Developmant
Corporation (LDDC) for anyona still unaware of
the scandal of the Docklands so-called
development). Chapters 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9
comprise the second block which gives a history
of the British police, and the development of 1he
CIE and its panicular mode of aperation in East

London. And in the centre of the book is the
history which informs the preceding and
following chapters — the history of East tondon,
its youlth styles and its enireprensurship.
Througheout, the already elegant text is
enlivened by the colourful and informative
stories, analyses and arguments of the (legal
and lllegaly wheeler dealars themseives.

It is unusual for a sociology book of
thearetical importance to be such an ‘easy read’
that It can be recommended wholeheartedly to
non-gociologists. But Daing the Business can
be unreservedly recommended to lay readers
for its intelligence, verve and penetrating
analysis of police work. For the same reasons,
of course, ihe book will be popular with siudents
of criminology, soclal work, social history and
sociology. But to students the book offers much
more than a saiisfying literary and academic
experience ~ it is excellent value in terms of the
wide range of lopics It covers. For this book is
not just a lively ethnography of the symbolic
relationship between Easl End detectives and
East End entreprengurialism. It is also to be
read for its good discussions of: recent scandals
invoiving the CID; the effects of the Police and
Criminal Evidence Act on detective work; the
many altempts 1o make the CID more
accouniabte; and the critique of previous work
on youth/culiures and subculiures. Bul even
that llst is not exbaustive. So ... having run out
of superlatives all | can now say is: read it! W'sa
winner,

Pat Carlen
Centre for Criminaology, University of Keele

PHILIP ABRAMS PRIZE
1989 — RUNNERS UP

Stephen Horigan, Nature and
Culture in Western Discourses

London, Roulledge, 1988, 120pp, £25.00.

One common characteristic of critical discourse
in the human sciences today is a suspicion and
skeptical questioning of inherited assumplions,
calegories and conceplual oppositions. We are
continually reminded by a variety of
perspeciives that our terms of reference are
‘constructed’, ideologically mediated,
underdetermingd by empirical evidence,
theory-laden, relative to conceplual, social ang
cultural frameworks, constituted in and by
discourse. The outsider would be forgiven in
thinking that much contemporary sociology is in
fact epistemology by other means.
Unfortunately, many of these ‘relafivistic’
positions are simply admonilions, creating
‘debates” and ‘coniroversies’ that endlessly
proliferate to mest the expanding spaces of
academic life — the intelleclual squivalent of
Parkinson's law.

Stephen Horigan's meditation on the
categorial opposilion beiween ‘nature’ and
‘culture’ does not, however, fit this description.
In a well-argued, concise and elegant style he
not only manages to decensiruct the various
versions of this distinclion as it operates in
soctology, anthropology, linguistics and
inellecival history, but sketches the necessary
sieps for an empirical and sociological
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exploration of the social origing and functions of
categories wihin the Enlightenment episteme.

Herigan fakes his reader on a journey that
begins with the ancieni Greek dispuie on the
natural or conventional operation of language;
the physis/inomos controversy in turn provides
one of the foundational oppositions of the
western metaphysical tradition, revived in the
wrilings of mederns like Hobbes, Locke ang
Rousseau, articulated into something like a
wotld view by lhe Enlightenment and finally
satling into a rigid grammar and vocabulary of
motives for the project of 1he human sciences.
Horigan has no difficulties in tracing iis modern
incarnation in the way in which 'culture’ and its
conjugates are used to ideclogically defing the
objeclt of social inguiry. Horigan thus sets
himsell the task of analyzing and dismantling
some of ihe ceniral texts in which the nalure/
culture couplet operates. The journay takes us
through American cultural anthropelogy, the
structural anthropology of Claude Levi-Sirauss,
gightesnth century narratives of feral children,
coniroversies relating 1o language use amongst
chimpanzees (chapter 5 is titled ‘From Plate to
Washoe'), concluding in reflections on the
discursive constilulion of metaphysical
systems, influenced by ihe work of Michel
Foucauti.

The book might be read as one of a number
of recenl works concerned with unravelling the
way in which the terms and boundaries of
western discourse and praclice have been
historically constructed; this is most evident in
the chapters describing the ideological role of
the ‘savage' {noble and wild) in the weslemn
imagination and in the Enlighlenment obsession
with those who fall from civilizalion; feral
children serve well as an image and melaphor
of how a particular sociely construed the limits

of human possibility. Unlike Foucault, however,
Horigan refrains from fellowing the analysis of
lexls in which such boundaries are set into the
historical practices through which they were
elaborated and used by specific social groups
and interesls.

It is certainly important te dlagnose the
metaphysical origing of such distinctions, but
this can anly form the starting point of analysis;
we should then explore the institufional
appropriation of these texts by concréte social
actors and agencies in the dilferent phases of
modsrn European thought.

Horigan's work needs to be supplemented or
confinued by turing to the specilic ways in
which the boundaries drawn between the
human and the animal are set to work in
conslructing the human sciences, biology,
physiology; how debates on feral children, the
margins of human ¢community, unreason, and
so forth were used 1o create such discipline
‘'sciences’ as social physics, physical
anthropology, eugenics, Lombrosarian
penology, phrenclogy and other equally exolic
‘enlightenment’ discourses. For this project we
need to turn more wholgheartedly in the
diraction marked by Foucault's historical
praclice, supplemanting an analysis of ihe
melaphysical secrets of modern discourses with
an ideological archagology of the social
configuralions and practices into which
discourses are woven and through which they
exerl their effects on the present. Only through
this form of historical and institutional reflexivity
can we hope to escape the ‘metaphysical
essentiallsm’ angd unreilexive presuppositions of
social science.

Barry Sandyweil
Unlversity of York
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Liz Kelly, Surviving Sexual Violence

Cxiord, Polity Press, 274pp., £28.50 hardback,
£8.50 paperback.

‘When radical feminists point to the appalling
incidence of sexual violence we are sasn by
many as hysterical and, even by oiher feminists,
as placing toe much emghasis on women's
victimizalion'. So begins Liz Kelly’s exploration
of the impaci of sexual violence on the lives of 61
women - 80 interviewees and herself. This is
feminist research at its besi — by which | mean at
its most feminist, where the researcher's
presence in her Interviews and writing is not
merely tolerated as an ingvitable side effect, but
actively weicomed and honesily explored. The
powar of women talking to each other: in groups,
in refuges or in these 60 interviews, is present
throughout the book.

The power of naming, of finding words for
experience which has been distorted or denied in
malesiream thought, has been recognised since
ihe earliest consciousness raising days of the
Women's Liberation Movemant, but Liz Kelly's
very particular use of this undersianding 1o
explore 1he particularity of women's experience
of sexval violence made me examine afresh
what have become ‘cornmon sense’ explanations
for women’s rasponses to male viclenca. She
pays paricular attention to 1he acts of forgetting’
and ‘remembering’ past abuse. It has long been
accepted by adult survivoars of child sexual abuse
that ‘forgetiing’ abusive experiences - somelimes
for many years — is a common response to such
abuse, but this has been most commonly

Anthony Giddens, Soclology
Oxford, Polity Press, 1988, 848pp., £35
hardback, £9.95 paperback.

The arrival of a series of blockbuster introductory
texts in the early 1880's {Haralambos, Bilton et
al, O'Donnell etc) cerainly helped meel the
needs of the isolated ‘A’ Level Sociology teacher
who had previously devoted hours to ihe
preparation of endless handouts in an attempt to
provide adequate syllabus coverage and keep
up to date, These texts, howsever, generated a
variely of problems for those concearned with the
expanding A’ Level industry. Studanis objected
to the complexity of the language and dry style,
Examiners claimed that differentialing between
candidates and guestion selting became difficult
as certain topics produced an inevitable rash of
'‘Haralambos' or 'Bilton' answers.

‘Sociology' by Anthony Giddens enters tha
market against this background, and at a lims
when sociology teachers are faced with a new
series of challenges brought about by a
generation of clients nurtured on a diet of
G.C.S.E. coursework and long overdue ‘A’ Level
syllabus modifications — the ideal time one would
imaging for the 'new and innovalive texl” as
announced by Polily Press.

Al first glance this intimidalingly bulky texi
might appear to sclve at least some of our
problems. The written siyle is user idendly, and
for reasons { willdiscuss later, the book is unlikaly
to produce a mass of 'Giddens' answers at exam
time. The book comprises 22 Chaplers ranging
from old favourites such as ‘Stratification and
Class Structure’ and ‘Conformity ang Deviance'
10 new seclions on ‘War and the Military’ and
'The Globalizing of Soclal Life'. ‘Sociology’ s
indeed a comprehensive text in terms of the
range of topics it attempts to deal with, although

explained by the ‘experts’ as a coping strategy —
a way of distancing oneself irom a painful past.
Liz Kelly places this coping strategy in a political
contexi where definitions of abuse are limited,
stereotypical and ‘extreme’ and prevent women
from recognising and naming what has happened
to them, She reclaims from the psychologists
{whose theories have been much in evidence in
this area in recent years) the right to analyse
soxual violence and women's responses to it as
socially caused. As a feminist involved in Rape
Crisis work | found her insisience that women's
responses are largely reafistic responsas to what
has happened to them, rather than pathological
reactions requiring treatment, a timely reminder
io all of us involved in the support of individual
women who feel we are swimming against a tide
of psychological explanations.

The book argues for the use of the concepi of
a continuum of sexual viclence, not in arder to
‘place’ instances of sexval violence in a hierarchy
of 'seriousness’, but in order to estimate the
extent of sexual violence in individual women's
lives;to point out ihe similarilies betwean diflerent
forms of sexual violence whilz not logsing tha
particutar nature of experiences, and o give
women less limited definitions within which to
make sense of their abuse. The idea of a
continuum is ong | would like to see much more
widely explored by feminists. It coutd provide a
powerful means of challenging the discreet
‘shocking' or trivial’ instances through which the
media tends to poriray rape, domastic violance
and child sexual abuse. It could alse encourage
far closer work bestween feminist supporl

agencies such as Women's Aid and Rape Cilisis,
who sometimes lose the wider view in ihe
parlicularily of their own work.

Liz Kelly's final chapter "Individual survival
and collective resistance’ Is particularly
thoughi-provoking for those of us involved in
providing feminist services. The inlerviews she
conducted were frequently part of a woman's
process of understanding, and the extracts from
those interviews convey 1his process very
poweriully:

"Ooing 1he interview was absolutely positiva.
It was the first time | talked to somebody that
I didn't know and in such depth. It surprised
me how much | could say without cracking
up. I's like another bit of saying "Yes, I'll get
through it somehow'.”

Evidence from ithe interviews, however,
suggasts that many women do not contact
feminist support services because they do not
see their experience as constituting a ‘crisis’.
These women do nol aee their needs being met
by a refuge or by individual "counselling’, but that
does not mean they do not feel strongly about
thair experiencas and may nnt want othar
sarvices, groups or contexts for collactive action.
Those of us involved in providing femi-nist
services should be thinking about women's
diverse needs, but we should be doing so in the
context of a sirategy of collective resis-tance
against sexual violence and not by limiting
ourselves to what Liz Kally calls "bhand aid’
solulions.

Sara Scott
Manchester Rape Crisis

there are some surprising omissions.

The dominant historicalfcomparaiive
approach makes for a mixture of Interesting
insights and rather ‘commonsense’
cbservations. In such a Herculean work some
uneveness of quality is inevitable. Giddens'
priorily is to make the subject malier accessible
to a wide audience; but in places | found mysaelf
wondering if it needed a Professor of Soclolony
to tell us that in the 70s and 80s Britain had
privately run schools that 'all depended on fees
from parents’ or that the influence of newspapers
'nas waned with the rise of ....... television’.

‘Sociology' contains a number of lengthy
sections with genuine appeal to the 1619 age
group. The 'Gender and Sexuality' Chapter is
particularly lucid — | predict that our College
Library copy will soon fall opan naturally at the
‘Normal Sexual Behaviour' sub-section. In
contrast ‘Stratification and Class Struclure' reads
like an exam ravision aid; this over dependance
on familiar reworked material applies to some of
the most popular and wall resourced ‘A’ Laveal
topic areas Including Education, Deviance and
Soclological Theory.

The ‘Methods of Research’ Chapter manages
to cover some gaps lefl by texts that examine
research through a igid perspective based
framewark, and provides useful [llusiralions.
Ultimately even this section Is of limited value 10
teachers and students aiming to do project work
because il does not encourage the reader to do
anything. Lacking an ‘activity-based learning’
approach and underplaying theorstical
complexities underpinning substantive topics,
Giddens sidesteps two significant aspects of the
subject al 'A’ Lavel that puplis and teachers must
confront.

Alan Lyon
Godalming Callege

G Fyte and J Law, Picturing Power
Roulledge, London, 281pp, £8.95.

Unlike artisls and blind people, sociclogists
have apparently had litle need to examine their
assumptions about things visual. They depend
on their sight to read texts, but texiual layout and
lypography have received scani altention, visual
depiclions are rare, and the texi-bound naiure
of the discipline as a whole still goes largely
unremarked. However, the visual would seem a
good mode for the postmodern discourse with
lts multifaceted character, its quick takes on
many topics like gazing through the TV
channels, flicking through the photos; whareas
the verbal was a sine qua non for modernist
sociclogy, where the predominantly male
concepts of universalism, progress,
generalisation required the bullding up of
'rational’ argument in a lingar fashion, And in
fact more sociological-type texis concerned in
one way or another wilh the visual are beginning
1o appear, but this book is important because il
focuses fairly and squarely on the visual
depiclion of social relations.

Most of the arlicles in it are axcellent;
although [ find the phrase technologies of visual
depiction’, central to the book but not in itsell
discussed, rather diflicult to grasp. The nine
contributions divide into three sections. In the
lirst of these, 1he four authors address the topic
of visualisation and social raproduction, Bruno
Latour's Opening one eye while closing the
other shows the gradual shift from a religion/
god/heaven—centred universe to a science/map/
sky—cenired one via an examination of a series
of painfings made betwean 1450 and 1550. This
is a superb verbal analysis of visual matarial;
and its also the most relalivising socio—-historical
viaw I've yel met of anything. It i followed by
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Gordon Fyfe's At and fts Obfects: William Ivins
and the reproduction of art.  This brilllantly
shows how regroduction in the fine arts erraces
iaste’ and thereby construcis social difference.
In so doing it effectively handles the visual as
argument, as knowledge in itself. Ang Fyfe's
critique of the notlon that photography is mergly
reproducing reality, that photegraphers operate
without a photogrammar {to borrow a concept
from Corrigan’s later article) connects with a
growing body of work from other disciplines on
photographs as ways of viewing.

The four arlicles in part two concentrate on
Iha specific sccial processes which produce
visual difference. Law and Whittaker's general
point thal any visual represeniation
discriminates, so that some things are
suppressed and represenied by olhers, thus
political will have been exeried, is nicaly
complementad by Robert Budd's Seeing
Science Through Museum Eyes. This brings
out the serles of praclical constraints Lhat, in
the case of the construction of a major new
Chemical Industry Gallery at London’s Science
Museum, played a major parl in determining
what was depicted and thus counled for the
general public as knowledge of this subject. The
final section consists of one arlicle, a tour de
force by Philip Corrigan, on visualisation as
power. His concept of photogrammar, that is the
socially contingent and historically situated rules
of depiction, will surely help us to view
ideologies at work where before we merely saw
realily reproduced.

The introduction is wide in its sweep and is
called On fhe invisibility of the visual, but in
terms of whal the book takes for granted, and
explicilly closes off, it is tanfalising, even
disappointing: ‘We cannot, and neither do we
necessarlly wish to, reform sociology so that it
uses the technologies of visual depiction more
centrally in ils own projects’. Well, maybe at the
moment, 1his would be jumping the gun.
However, the very ftitle of the introduction
suggests to me that sociologists should start
iooking at their own texts. The philosophical
limitations imposed by the standard sociological
texwal forms themselves have recently been
highlighted by those using new literary forms,
and | suggest we could extend ihis pioneering
work by taking a reflexive look al our
taken—for—granted visual conventions; at how
typography, page layoul, even colour of paper,
conlribute to an argumem - for example
diagrams which vse upper case for ‘male’ and
lower case for Yemale’. | guess that when such
visual components of sociclogical arguments
are scrulinised, we will become dissatisfied with
what we 'bring 1o light', and in consequence
sociology may change visvally in a way that
could make certain aspects of this infroduction
saem conservative.

Was the inlention 10 leave us with no verbal
raference 1o the {18th century German?) picture
on front cover ol a2 male ruler, whose body is
made up of tiny little subjecls, surveying his
kingdom? I'm not sure. As an allernative, what
about & reflexive picture — not & Magritte, an
arlist now overused by sociclogisis — but a
geomelric absiract by Joseph Albers? For this
would conslitute a visual theorelical comment
on their suggestion that the double hermeneutic
character of sociclogical argument is partially
responsible for the tack of visualisation in our
discipling.

Ellzabeth Chaplin
University of York
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W G Runciman, 4 Treatise on Social
Theory, Volume Two: Substantive
Social Theory

Cambridge University Press, 450pp, £35
hardback, £12.85 paperback.

All theory is slupidity, Theorisis collect and
catalogue intellectual matchboxes, deciding
whal to put in them, in what order {0 place them,
which are their favaurile matchboxes. But while
theories may be stupid, some are more siupid
than others; we wanl simplilications that help
rather than hinder understanding.

W G Runciman is naive enough to believe he
can produce original theory, which is one
reason why he succeeds. The central volume
of his ambilious three-part Trealise on Social
Theory has just been relsased. The first
oullined its auvihor's views on the purview and
mathodology of social theorising. The last will
apply his perspectives to wentieth—century
England. Volume two effects a thorough
transition from method to case in substaniive
theory, describing different forms of sociely and
how they change.

The bare essentials of scciely, says
Runciman, can be summarised in a verbose
commonplace; sociglies consist of paople
interacting non-randomly. That's too obvious 10
be useful, except in lts implicalions. I
interaction is not random, we can generalise
structured regularities.  Studying socisties is
studying people in roles.

People interacting in roles implies their
mutual influence on one another's bahaviour.
The study of peaople in roles is thus the sludy of
the soclal, and within this the instilulional
allocation of power. Power for Runciman is a
fundamental 1ealure of society and a motor of
change, impersonal, omnipresent and
reciprocal.

He awvoids reducing power to economic
terms, examining economic power, instead,
alongside coercive and ideological power in a
tripod which is interdepandant bul not reducible
1o any one element. One may have priorily in
specific instances, bu ihis is never 10 be
presupposed.

Runciman seeks 1o ascertain which
particular realisations of these principles are
possible at any hisiorical point, and why any
given society has become what il is and
becomas whal it does. Much of his work is thus
taxonomy, cullining the dillerent possibilities
and giving examplas, which in turn reveal the
range of variation.

To undersiand social change, Runciman
moves from Linnean to Darwinian principles.
Any substantive social theory Is necessarly
avolutionary. ‘It is possible o begin', he says,
"to do for the study of societies what Darwin and
his successors have done for the study of
species’.  Social evolution arises from
compatilive selection taking place through all
ihree zones of power.

Runciman is rare in being an original
theorist.  Not for him simple precis or
development of others’ ideas. Even more
unusual is that he is a twentieth—ceniury
polymath. He lIs thereby prone to the
polymath's occupational hazards, compression
and oversimplification {(as he himself
recognises), and of simply not knowing enough
{for instance, his words on the composer
Wabarn in volume ong).

Since his aims ars theoretical, not
descriptive, challenging a few details does not
undermine his work. [t is more important to
crilicige his faxonomies. Like theory, taxonomy
is stupid (as Borges, and Flaubert's Bouvard
and Pecuchet, have shown). It seems glib at
limes to propose six stages of this, so many of
that, or bridge them by recourse to 'transitional
categories’. Il is also possible to hali-reconcile
disparate facts by defl definition. Alihough
noling the danger of explanatory anachronism,
Runciman's 'feudalism', for instance, tenuously
links societies miles and centuries aparl.

More fundamental criticisms concern his
emphasis on power. To view socisties
principally as imertwinad netwarks of power can
lead to reductionism, evan if it is sophisticated
encugh to be to three rather than one axes. Or
power can be defined in such general terms
(theorelical knowledge is power, so is the
Bayeux' tapesiry, Cromwell's army or Mrs Mills)
that 1 substilutes for rather than furthers
axplanation.

Runciman  carefully distances  his
evolulicnary theory from previous attempis.
Evolutionary change arises not from adaptation
but competitive seleclion — selection nol of
whole societies or groups but of praclices. And
this is not an unlingar, lelsological process.
There are only people in their roles, linked in
institutions by relations of domination and
coopearation, competing for power In ways
whose qutcome they can only to & limited extent
control or foresee.

Theories of social eveolulion are fine if they
are not misleadingly conflated with biclogical
evolution. One arror, which Runciman avoids,
is to raduce social evolution to sociobiclogical
inlerest.  Ancther is to neglect the uniquely
human complexiies of social life. Genetic
mutation is random, but people think they are
free. A comprehensive thaory need to tackle
the relation of subject and society.

Runciman rightly argues that the reasons
behind people’'s actions are immaterial to
analyzing the changes their quirks initiale. But
to understand transition we need to take paople
into account. As Runciman argues, we do not
have 1o choose between seeing all individuals
as incidental vehicles for impersonal forces, or
seeing a few great individuals as shapers of
society. Yugoslavia developed as it did after the
Second World War, he suggesis, because of
cullural tensions, but also bscause of the
character of Tito. Runciman's theory of social
aveolution Is considerably weakened by failing to
clarify the relation of subject and soclety, and
then by not discussing how far these
complexities make social evolution different
from that of biotogy.

Nevertheless, this is the stupidity of theory al
its most avdacious, and whether we theorise for
the fun of it, for the monay, or to build a better
world, Runciman's Trealise deserves respectful
attention.

David Revill
Universlty of Southampton
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Theory and Methods provides some good
reading. In On Durkhelm’s Rules of
Soclological Method (Routledge £9.95) Mike
Gane succesds in rescuing this maligned texi not
only from poor translation but alse misguided
criticism. The Rules that emerges, its subtlelies
restored, context revealad and sirengihs and
weaaknesses properly discussed is an altogether
more Interesling statement than ihat which
blighted many an undergraduate carger. Another
challenge to the dull caricature of Durkheim as
positivist par excellence and closet conservative
is offered by Frank Pearce In The Radical
Durkhelm {(Unwin Hyman £25.00 and £8.85). By
creating a critical dialogue between the work of
Marx and Durkheim, Pearce aims to specily a
realistic sel of goals for socialism and thereby to
envision the fealures of a feasible democralic
socialist soclety.

Therelalionship bstiweenpolitical engagement
and scholarship provides a major theme in
Woellgang Mommsen's The Politlcal and Soclal
Theory of Max Weber(Polity £29.50). Mommsen
elaborales the Intimate correclions heiween
Weber' polilical experience and his academic
work on demaocracy, socialism, and bureaucracy
with graat clarity, the treatment of Weber's 'debale’
with Marx, and ralationship with Michels being
especially intergsting. Robert Hollon and Bryan
Turner ulilise Weber's work and Weberian
soclology in defending, and advancing, the case
for liberalism in Max Weber on Economy and
Society {(Routledge £29.85). Noting the acute
crises afllicting most of the posiliens critical of
liberalism — especially Marxism — the authors
olfer a series of lively and provocative essays
including considerations of; sociclogy
individualism and liberalism; modernism,
post~-modernism and world religions, and the
future of class analysis. While Hollon and Turner
wish 10 revitalise liberalism wilh sociclogical
theory, Keith Tribe heralds the liberation of Weber
trom the 'socictogical tradition’ which claims hig
work. Some might jib at the proposition thal the
task of reading Weber has barely begun but
Reading Weber {Routledge £14.95), edited by
Tribe, Is an affective antidote to 1he sanflised Max
that appears in some accounis of the development
of sociological thought. Emphasis is given to
Weber's work as wriling — as interventions in
contemporary issues of profound significance in
pursuit of particular linas of argument. Essays by
Scaff and Tanbruck are included as well as three
early papers by Weber previously unavailable in
English.

In a similar spirt the essays in ideclogy,
Method and Marx edited by Al Ratansi
(Routledge £14.95) reject the 'one’ Marx for
readings which respect the fractures,
inconsistencies, and incoherencies of his
anormous ocutpul, Focusing on the intelleciual
formation of Marx and benefitling from an
introduction of characteristic clarily by the editor
ihe essays include contributions by Ranciére,
Mepham, Tribe and Echeverria. The pre— and
post Althusserian understanding of Marx is
represanted as an ‘epistemological break’ which
cannotbareversed. Lessimpressivein execution,
more ambitious in scope i Modes of Production
in World History {Rouiladge £30.00) by James
Russell. Nine modeas of produgtion are identified,
orderad and analysed, but the author is in danger
of baing overwhslmed by the object of his interest.

Sue Mandus subjects the relationship between
the liberal tradition and individual 1o searching
oxamination in Toleration and the Limits of
Liberaiism (Macmillan £25.00 and £7.85). Both

the conceptual foundations of liberalism and
policies ol liberal states are found to fall short of
thair claims to be tolerant and to foster toleration.
This philosopher, having interpreted tolerafion in
various ways has donated herroyalties to Amnesty
International. A more gensral account of the
state can ba found in The State by John A Hall
ang G John lkenberry {Open University £18.50
and £5.95). Eschewing dstailed examination of
formal debaies the authors choose to explore the
nature of state capacily by way of an historical
analysis of the relationship between the state and
other sources of social power. Tensions arising
from the contradictory dynamics of the world
economy and internalional system of states are
also considered. This contradiction has
contribuled ioward the decline of ‘Pax Americana’
and a crisis in the legitimacy of the siate, leading
in furn say John A Agnew and James S Duncan,
to a revitalisalion of ‘plage’. The Power of Place
{Unwin and Hyman £28.00) brings together the
concrete, descriptive imagination of geography
andthe abstract, analytical and explanatory vision
ol sociclegy. Two major thames dominate this
important and enjoyable book, the iniellectual
history of concepts of place and the interpellation
of power and place. [Not striclly relevant to
theory but very much so to 'place’ is Liverpool:
Gate of Empire by Tony Lana (Lawrence and
Wishart £4.95) an affectionate analysis of the
special nalure of that cily. Learn why those who
hail from Liverpool regard those who don't as
fundamentally deficient in character].

Literary analysis yields Insight into the working
of ideclogy In Ideclogical Representation and
Power In Social Refations ediled by Mike Gare
{Roulledge £14.95). Barthes and Derrida are
discussed in the first section, followed by texiual
analyses—Marinon Perrault and Pascal, Deleuze
on Tournier, Falk on Eco and Gane on Borges —
and a final section on power and discourse, An
illustrailon of how fliction can inform social theory.
Raymond Bouden takes a quite different task on
ideclogy in his The Analysis of ldeology {Polity
£20.50). Rejecling thearies ofirralionality, Boudon
believes that colleclive belief in false ideas 1s best
understocd by regarding ordirary social actors
as ralionalin the sense that they can evince good
reasons for believing what they do. Twa case
sludies are used (Developmentafism and Third
Woridism) to exaemplily his argument.

‘Reason—giving' plays some part in Jeff
Coulter's Mind In Action (Polity £25.00 and
£8.85) in which the author proposes a radical
sociology of the cognising subject, drawing upon
the movement in the sociclogy of knowlsdge
from causal-explanatory straiegies to a concerm
wilh the togic of the intalligitility of social life. A
recognition of the Intersubjective character of
intelligibility and the practical nature of cognition,
requives, in Coulter's view, a reformulation of the
naturg of the human subject in society and a
reconstiluted understanding of personality and
mind. Practices not persons should be the centre
of analytic attention.

Text and Tall as Soclal Practlee edited by
Brian Torode (Foris Df.48) displays the
possibilities and achievements of discourse and
conversation analysts. There is some dispute
amongst the coniributors as 1o whether the
distinction between CA’making close comparative
raferance to how tallkk works” and DA, wharsin talk
and other aspects of social life are freated as
texts, is valid or useful. Essays on verbal
representations of the Mexico earhquake and
the male colonisation of childbirth weigh in for
discourse analysis, whilst conversalion analysis

Is represented by papers on emotion talk and
medical consultation,

Ray Pawson takes on the seemingly simple
but intimidating guestion — ‘can sociclogy be
substantiated? — in A Measure for Measures
{Routledge £12.85). Plunging bravely into the
dispuied waters between thoss who regard
sociology as a substaniive discipline and those
who argue thal sociological knowledge is
discursive, Pawson aims to provide a set of
standards for empirical data in sociological
research. Whilst acknowledging the power of
cerain criticisms  of positivism  his  posilion
amounts to a cogent rejection of
phanomenological ard relalivist objections to
measuremenit in sociology. The debate over the
value of qualitalive or quantitative appreaches to
social research g ceniral to Maryn Hammersley's
The Difemma of Qualitative Method {Routledge
£35). Using Herbert Blumer's methodological
writings and examining the intellectual context
from which they emerged Hammersley aitacks
the problem that there seems to be no way of
capiuring subjeciive factors which meels lhe
requirements of science. No happy ending here
but deep concern overthe unresclved issues that
mark qualitative research.

AustinL Hughes has ananswer to thisunease,
at least as far as anthropology is congerned. In
Evolution and Humaa Kinship (Oxford £22.50)
he claims thal anibropology will become the
‘natural science of sociely' envisaged by Radclilfe
Brown only if it returns to its rools in evolutionary
biclogy and is thereby purged of the pernicious
influence of Amarican cultural anihropology.

Those pondering tha state of corporalist theory
will appreciale Corporalism In Perspactive by
Peter J Wiliamson {Sage £25.00 and £8.95).
Dgsigned as an introductory text for
undergraduates ihe arguments are sel out clearly
and convenienily,

Onto the Sociology of Economic Life. Jana
Marceau has produced a fine study of ihe
emerging european business class in A Family
Busingss? {Cambridge £27.50). Based on
research info the social background, education
and careers of sludents attending INSEAD -
europe’s most prestigious businass school — the
sludy reveals how established familigs with
nalicnal business classes have responded 1o the
oppoerlunilies and challenges of ihe post war
changes in the europsan and imernational
acongmiasin the search 10 secure high corporate
positions for their sons. Marshalling complex
material with aplomb Marceau demonstrates the
emargence of a network of ‘parallel-families’
across Europe and an associated business class.
Fear not however, there is room for talanted
outsiders. Mike Reed also investigates powerin
husiness organisations in The Soclofegy of
Management (Harvester £9.95). Reed focuses
on the perpetual dilemmas with which
management must contend in dealing with
contradictions arising from the tension between
structural consiraint and human recalcitrance,
and is severely crilical of the technocratic bias
which pervades most work on management and
management thinking itself.

Since many become acquainted with
sociology, or soma derivalive of i, through their
participation in ‘Business Studies' Marlin Joseph
should find a ready audience for his Sociology
for Business (Polity £29.50 and £8.95). Arange
of ralevant topics are presentad in a carefully
arranged text which will enhance coursework.
Howaver before we go loo far down the vocational
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read attention should be paid to the conclusions
of Michael Useem’s Liberal Educafion and the
Corporation {de Gruyter & Co DM76 and DM38).
Drawing upon & survey of the hiring and promotion
policies of over 500 American corporations, the
study documents the value oiliberal arts graduates
to the corporale sector, and the advantages of
such programmes over more job-focussed
education. Liberal educalion appears especially
good at producing graduates who are flexible,
innovative, socially responsive and sensilive to
the international context of corporate aperations
— gualities which are in high demand as new
technologies are introduced and shaped.

The attempl 10 manage the dialectic between
the commercial bensfit and social cost of the
infroduction of new technology in advanced
market economies is examinsd in New
Technology edited by Greg Bamber and Russell
Lansbury {Unwin Hyman £35). Technological
change and employes involvement and new
lechnology and labour market segmentation are
among the topics covered, in a collaction ulilising
material from many countries.

Finally, in this section, Philip Harding and
Richard Jenkins present a vigorous crilique of
much contemporary writing about the ‘informal’
economy in The Myth of the Hidden Economy
{Open YUniversity £25.00 and £8.95). After guiding
the reader through the proliferating lilerature on
the hidden economy the authors firmly rejeci the
nolion 1hat the economy can be divided into
distingt and separate domains. Harding and
Jenkins propose an alternative analysis which
both gives more weight to the perceptions of
those involved in these economic activities and
conceptualises such supposedly ‘marginal’
methods of making a buck as integral to the
modern capitalist economy.

A good selection of books on ihe sociclogy of
gender and related matters. Feminist theory
has developed an infricate and potentially
perplexing internal ditferentiation but help is at
hand in the form of Feminist Thought by
Rosemary Tong (Unwin Hyman £9.95). Liberal,
marxisl, radical, psycho—analytic, soclalist,
exisiential and post modern forms of feminism
are described and evaluated. A clear and uselut
guide. Rather more specialised is a collection
which assesses the impact of feminist thinking on
iraditional philosophy. Wemen, Knowledge and
Reallty edited by Ann Garry and Marilyn Pearsall
{Unwin Hyman E£E35.00 and £11.95) brings
logether twenty essays on methodology,
metaphysics, the theory of knowledge, ang much
else. A thorough reconsiruction of philosophy is
proposed and a series of alternatives to
androcentric thought suggested.

Turning 1o matters of policy Staking a Claim
by Suzanna Franzway, Diane Court and R W
Connell (Polity £%.95) aims to make good a
lacuna in feminist theory by formulating a
systematic view of the slate as an agent in sexval
politics. This, itis arguad, requires an gxamination
of how the state is canslituted and shaped by
gender relations and the vicissitudes of sexual
politics. A series of case studias dealing with the
interaclion between feminism and state structures
in Australia exemplify the general theory of the
stale and gender constructed by the authors.
Carole Smart examines a particularly important
aspect of the slate in Feminism and the Power
of Law (Roulledge £25.95 and £8.95). Rather
than an exercise in ‘adding’ womsn in this book
queslions why the law is so resistant to the
challenge of feminist knowledge and criticism,
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and finds much of the answer in the congrugnce
between ‘masculine culiure’ and law. Chapters
cover topics such as rape, child sexual abuse,
and the quest for a feminist jurisprudence. Of
related interast bul wrilten from a quite dilferent
perspeclive is Pornography in a Free Soclety
{Cambridge £22.50} by Gordon Hawking and
Franklin E Zimring which examines the
relationship between pornography and law in
Britain, Canada and the USA. Commissions of
Enquiry are dissecled and the subjugation of
women, child protection, and social control withoul
censorship discussedbefore the authors conclude
on the fulilily of employing criminal law in the
control of sexual communication.

Sex and sexualily in schooling Is the centrat
theme in Girls and Sexuality edited by Lesley
Holly (Open University £8.95) covering as it does
sex and heallh educalion, masculing and feminine
behaviourin schools, and harassmeni by teachers
and peers. In papers which cover topics such as
child sexual abuse, the experienca of belng fernale
in schools, and AIDS, schools arg shown to
reflect, and maintain, ihe oppressive sexual
attitudes and practices of the wider society.

In an absorbing sludy of different percepticns
ol women's reproduciive processes The Woman
in the Body{Open University £7.95) Emily Marlin
demonsirates how deeply medical discourse
concerning menstruation, childbirth and
menopause are permeated by metaphors of
production. This ideology she compares with
descriptions women themselves give of these
experienceas noling the divergencesin the degree
to which different groups of women accept or
resist medical discourse. Martin reveals how the
cultural grammar of reproduction works to alienate
women from their own bodies.

Feminist thought c¢alls for a fundamental
reworking of the theory and practice of masculinity.
Victor J. Seidter responds in Redfscovering
Mascufinity (Routlladge £9.85) by attampting a
reclamation of masculinity as an historical and
social experience in relalion 10 men's bodies,
language and power. This requires Seidler stales,
acritical engagement with personal ang emaotional
experience and the lerms through which hat
experience is grasped and theonsed. A specific
target here is struciural assumptions aboutidentity
and language though the argument ranges over
reason, sexvality, language, strength and
intimacy.

Transveslism may seem to diminish male
power since it involves transgression of the
unwritten rules of masculinity, but as Annie
Woodhouse reasons in Fanlastic Women
(Macmillan £25 and £7.95) the switching of roles
and idenlity requires the maintenance ol
masculinity and femininity as separate and
exclusive entities. Certainly wives' accounts of
marriage to transvestites are at odds with the
wiaw thal transvestism is a fundamental assault
on the tyranny of gender.

Relative Freedoms (Open University £9.95)
edited by Erica Wimbush and Margaret Talbot
containg a dozen essays which explore women's
perceptions and experiences of leisure. 1 serves
not only to rectify neglect of this 1opic bul also to
contest, existing assumplions about the relations
of work 1o Ieisure and those leisure policies which
marginalise 1the participation of women in leisure
activities. Gall Braybon has mythology of a
related kind in her sighis in Women Workers in
the First World War (Roulledge £9.95).
Porrayedas popular, well rewarded and welcome
workers filling the breech left by their mobilised
menfolk, women were in fact often taken on with

reluctance, frequently wreated with cynical
disregard for their real performance, and almost
always underpaid. Peace brought redundancy,
criticism for taking men's jobs and calls forwomen
to return 1o their ‘proper place’,

Mow tor the sociology of devlance and
criminology. Degrees of Deviance by Stuart
Henry {Avebury £22.50) is based upon studant
raports of undergraduate deviance. What results
is a rather earnest (consumer?) guide, american
style, to drug use {(cocaine, steroids, marijuanal,
survivalism, poaching and games with guns
{including an AK471). Plans to steal a car by
overenthusiastic parlicipant observers were
thwarted by tha anxious tutor. Maore compalling
first hand accounts are the descriptions of prison
life in England during the present century put
together by Philip Prigstley in Jaif Journeys
{Routledge £20}. Filled as itis with the futility and
despair of imprisoned existence, the book also
documenis the persistent efforts of human beings
to live decently in conditions which deny them
that possibility. Priestley's book contains & few
extracts which deal with the experiances of biack
priscners, but & vivid personal recellection of the
manner in which confinement is compounded by
racisro can be found in Labelled a Black Vifiain
by Trevor Hercules {Fourth Estale £4.95). The
immediacy of this account is complemented by
the academic, but none-the-less forceful,
analysis found in Hace Relations In Prison by
Elaine Genderand Elaine Player (Oxford £22.50),
Three inslitutions were sludied closely with
particular attention to race relalions policy, the
implementation ol that policy, and staH andinmate
practices and opinions relevant 1o racial issues.
In a siluation where racism amongst staff and
inmates is rife, and where elfective sanctions
against fransgression are virtually absent, the
problems of effecting an imprecise policy appear
legion.

This varied literalure on prison life provides
insight into the condilions associated with the
outbreak of prison riots, the american experignce
of which is reported in States of Seige by Bert
Vseam and Peter Kimball {Cxford £25.00). Nine
ricts occurring betwesn 1971 and 1986 are
sorutinised and though the outbreaks are often
represeniad as chaotic and irrational, the authors
discern rationality, instrumentality and structure
inthe mayhem. Inmate organisation appears not
to be the key factor in the occurrence of
disturbances. Rather it is the disorganisation of
the state which saps its abilily to contain
reseniment whilst convincing prisoners of the
injustica of the conditions of 1heir incarceration
which precipitates violence.

The dominant reasoning n correctional
institutions locates the development of violent
nalures in bio-physiclogical andfor social
environmental factors. Lonnig H Athens deparis
somewhal from this line of thinking in The
Creation of Dangerous Violent Criminafs
{Roulledge £22.50} by consiructing & four stage
model emphasising social experience
{brutalisation, balligerency, violent pertormance,
and virulancy) and recommending new policies
to Interrupt the cycle of violence.

High rates of unemployment rekindled the
debate overihe relationship batween joblessness
and crime. An authoritalive @xamination of this
issue can be found in Unemployment, Crime
and Offenders by lain Crow e1 al. (Routledge
£25.00), which reveals the complexity and
conditional nature of the link. Attention is also
given to the manner in which unemployment
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affects the criminal justice system, to training
schemes, and to the formulation of new policies
relevant to unemployment and crime prevantion.

Those interested in securing an overview of
the input of psychology into criminological theory
mighl consult Psychology and Crime by Clive
Hollin {Roulledge £12.95) which also considers
the police, the courtrocom, and the role of
psychelagy in crime prevention.

Much has been writien about crime, criminals,
and the police, fess about the victims of crime.
Sandra Walklate brings together what material
there is in Victimology {Unwin/Hyman £25.00
and £8.95) aiming thersby to underming many
common-sense gssumptions about viclims. She
discusses the main assumptions and methods
ulilised in the study of viclims and also considers
the victim in the criminal justice system, the role
of the voluntary seclor in victim support, and
crime prevention schemes viewed from the
position of the victim.

Moving on to policing, Rod Morgan and David
J. Smith have compilad a stimuialing collection of
papers which explores the role of the police and
their accountabilily 1o the communily. Coming
to Terms with Pollcing (Routledge £14.95)
includes discussions of, police behaviour and the
law, public expectations of the police, the role of
chiel constables, the police and race relations,
ang how the effectiveness of policing can best be
assessed.

Pertinent here is a book that looks at matters
of method in the context of the sludy of crime and
the criminal Justice sysiem. In Methods of
Criminological Research (Unwin Hyman £28.00
and £9.95) Victor Jupp is rightly critical of 1he
separation of 'methods’ from, the problems they
address, the theoretical systems which frame the
lield of research, and the social and political
context in which research is conducted. Various
types of data and data colleclion are considered,
measurement and explanation examined, and
issues arising from the operation of research
discussedwith the aim of making the technicalities
of research design, data collection and analysis
available ih a sensible and interesting form.

Now fo a varied seleclion in Social Pollcy and
the Sociology of Medicine. Long term
unemployment and its effects on the young and
thelir parents are the subject of Taking the Strain
{Open University £27.50 and £8.95) by Susan
Hutson and Richard Jenkins. Their research
conducted in Swanses and Port Taibot in the
mid-80s, makes the point that il is the coping
capacity of the family, mainly motbers, that allows
youth unemployment to be treated as a personal
frouble rather than a public issue of major
dimensions. In contrast o earlier work this study
found that youngsters coniinue to make their
claimior adulthood, evenif unemployment renders
the transition more problematic than it might have
haen.

Beyond Thatcherism edited by Phillip Brown
and Richard Sparks {Open University £25.00 and
£7.95) is a crisp overview of the claims and
impact of conservative soclal policy in the 80s.
Conltributors include C C Harris on the state and
the markst, Ashton on unemployment, Jobling on
Health and Abbott angd Wallace on ihe family.
Some consideration is given to theorelical issues
raised by Thatcherism but the emphasis lies on
policy and the formulation of practical alternatives.
Changes in social policy in the late twentieih
century are also central to the papers which
comprise The Goals of Soclal Pollecy edited by
Martin Bulmer, Jane Lewis, and David Piachand

{Unwin Hyman £30.00 and £10.95). Focused
argund discussions of the family, community,
and aconomy the authors assess the impact of
the devolution of responsibility from the state to
the family. Questions are also raisad about the
desirabilily of importing american policy models
and the probable role of social policy in securing
a more equitable distribution of work. A much
briefer guide to the effects of the ‘welfare crisis’
{1975, p.5), in Denmark, Finland, Norway and
Sweden, can be found in Steifand Marland’s
Faradise Lost? (Arkiv £6.95).

A Radical critique of social policy as bolh
academic discipline and social praclice is
delivered by Fiona Wiliams in Social Policy
(Polity £29.50 and £7.95}. Alihough the Fabian
dominaied iradition of social policy was challenged
inthe 1970s, Williams maintains that feminist and
anti-racist criiques of welfare were largely
excluded from this process. Consequenily the
discipling hag failed to respond to the unmet
welfare needs of women andblack pecple. Having
identified the omisgion the author offers a new
ramewaork which allows for an integrated analysis
of gender, race and class in the investigation of
the development ol lhe welfara state.

As each BSA annual demonsirates, and the
UGC review confirmed, the ‘greying’ of brilish
sociclogy is well advanced. This gives Ageing
and Health Care edited by Marcia Ory and
Kathleen Bend {Roulledge £30.00 and £13.95) a
certain frisson though its pages are confined to
american experience. There are inleresling
discussions of the Implications of life sustaining
technologies, and of the family as the main source
of support for the aged.

In the first essay in AIDS: Soclal
Representations, Socfal Practices edited by
Peter Aggleton, Graham Hart ang Peter Davies
(Falmer£20.00and £8.95) Jeffrey Weaksremarks
that ‘what Is remarkable about AIDS... is noi
simply its virulence, but the weight of symbolic
meaning that it carries’. This statement is ably
documented in essays which deal with HIV,
papular belief ang media representation of AIDS
ang HIV, changes in the behaviour of gay men in
response to AIDS, and injecting drugs and AlDS.

Health economics may never be the same
again if its practlitioners read Heallth and
Efficlency by Malcolm Ashmore, Michael Mulkay
and Trevor Pinch (Open University £25.00 ang
£30.95). Then again it might transform sociology
if ils muliivocal, mulilinear, and multilayered
presentations were to become standard praclice.
A study of the attempts of health economists to
apply their expertise to the improvement of the
evaryday performance of the NHS, the book is
also a reflection upon, and of, the ways and
means employed by sociologists to make senses
of things. One is laft to ponder whather policy
makers can ever acknowledge in practice the
interpretative multiplicily of the social world that is
ihe revealed delight of suchintellectual discourse.

The Social Organisation of Death by Lindsay
Prior {Macmillan £35.00and £12.95) is an analysis
of ragponses to deaths registered in Belfast in
1987, which uncovers the schemes of knowledge
and social praclices which people drew upon to
organise the dealhs that fell within their domain.
Prior examines the ceriification, registration and
explanalion of death by state agencies before
moving on to the mora private world in which the
beliefs, sentiments and rituals of the living are
structured around the dead. Of related interest is
David Field's study which deals with the social
and psychological aspects of Nursing the Dying
{Routledge £8.95). In particular Field looks at the

interplay between nurses altiludes, especially
those relaled to their communicalion and
emotional involvement with palients, and the
organisational fealures of nursing affecting the
care of dying people. Sheer pressure of work
emerges as a major obstacle to the standards
which nurses wish to achieve and here the author
suggests improvements in the care of ihe dying
which include support for those professionals
whose work this is. Lesley Mackay tackles the
crisis in nursing in Nursing a Problem (Open
University £25.00 and £9.95). Using material
derived from Interviews with nurses Mackay
places special emphasis on the diflicuities
emanaling from within nursing itself, which, when
combined with olher problems deriving from poor
pay. relations with doctors and management,
andgihe pervasive influence of gender inegualilies,
produces a clear vision of what must be changed
if nursing is to offer & satisfying and rewarding
career,

Two enlightening books in the Soclolagy of
Culture. First a book you can not only read —
paris can te sung tocl The Singing Bourgeols
{Open University £27.50 and £12.50) by Derek
Scotl deals with the development of Victorian
‘drawing room bailads’ — & cobasive body of song
of a class alyned nalurg. Bourgeols popular song
is shown to ba related to class dominance and
hegamonic contrel and to have been central io
the birth of the modern muslic industry. If, like the
ningteenth century bourgecis, you believe that
music making and practical musicianship is life
enhancing, whislle along with this one.  For
aficianados of horror, or those interested in the
sociology of fear dip inte Terrors of Uncertalnty
by Joseph Grixti {Routledge £25.00 and £8.95).
Beginning with an examination of two bast selling
horror authors ~ James Herbert and Stephen
King — Grixti then paruses various academic
arguments about the social and psychological
role of horror liction.  An interesting comparison
is drawn between the rise of the idea of the ‘beast
within' and the emergence of arguments
emphasising envirenmental influence on human
behaviour. Reductive simplicilies are avoided in
this clear, bul not chilling, study.

The sociclogy of educatlon conlinues to
flourish —is anyone upthere reading ils products ?
Substantialion for recent doubls about the
operalion of vocational and work experisnce
schemeas is provided by Chris Shilling In
Schooling for Work In Capitalist Britain (Falmer
£22.00 and £9.95). It transpires that a major
unintended consequence of such programmes
has been the alienation of many young people
from seclors of work crucial to the efficient
operation of a capitalist economy. Ulllising
malerial drawn frorm the experiencas of students,
teachers and industrialists involved in TVEI and
SVP Shilling presents a detailed analysis of the
ralationship between educational experience and
employabilily. In a decade when one perceplion
of the needs of the economy has come 1o dominate
change in education policy, and raisad vocational
schemes to aposilionofunparalleled prominence,
this book is a timely demonstration that bringing
about an increased correspondance between
schooling and vocational requirements is a far
mare complex matter than allowed for by present
arrangements.

A major feature of the transformation of
education in the 80s has been a proliferalion in
the cult of management. In Politics and the
Processes of Schooling edited by Stephen
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Walker and Len Banon (Open University £25.00
and £9.95) the ascendancy of management
principles in current attempis o both redefine
ang conirol the nalure and melhaod of schooling is
investigated drawing up British, Australlan and
American experignces. Three areas are subjact
to particular scrutiny, who controls education and
how, the management of social, especiaily gender,
relationships; and the managemeant of school
Norms.

Mow five bocks based largely on american
matarial but of some relevance to present
developments In this country. Strici
grade-to—grade promotion is given the thumbs
down in Flunking Grades edited by Lorie
Shepard and Mary Lee Smith (Falmer £17.50
and £8.95). Children required to repeat years
once labled ‘disadvaniaged’ are now ‘at risk’.
However as Virginia Richardson et al show in
School Children At-Risk (Falmer £25.00 and
£8.95} the novenclature may have changed, but
the process of ideniification and categorisation
remaing fundamentally the same, and equally
suspect. ‘At risk’ children who drop out are a
major problem for ibe American school sysiem,
states adopting a wide range of policies of varying
suceess in order o reduce truangy. These are
surveyed in Gary G Wehlage el al in Reducing
the Risk (Falmer £18.95 and £9.95). Educalion
for the educaters. Those interastad in assessing
the elfects of the National Curricufum will find
malerial of interest in Re-Interpreting
Curriculum Researcheditedby Geoflray Milburn
etal. (Falmer £20.00and £8.95). School curricula
are considered in their widar culiural context with
regard to changing power ralationships within the
state. There are also discussions of ihe
methodologies appropriate tothe culiural analysis
of education. Pubfic Values, Private Schools
edited by Neal E Devins {Falmer £22.00 and
£11.00) focuses on government autherily and
non-discriminatery values and praclices in privale
and public education in the USA.

Truancy in Scotland is central to Out of Place
by Fiona Paterson {Falmer £22.00 and £9.95),
Taking her lead from Foucault's analysis of power/
knowledge Palerson examines tha relationship
hetween struclural form, the general issus of
iruancy, and individual identity. Her argument is
that the thematic roots of the current problem of
truancy lie in nineteenlh ¢entury concerns
embeddad in the system of schooling. Class
contrel has becoma 'neutralised’ as a programme
of efficient and economic administration, and
irregular altendance fransmulted into an indicator
of persanal failure,

Dorean Grant is also concearned wilh failure in
Learning Relatlons (Routiedge £9.95) - in
parlicular the problem of educational under
achievement of children of low income families.
Believing that the potential of the inner city child
can only be unlocked if parents and educalors
cooperate 10 bring together the disparate strands
of children's lives, Grant has attempted to create
amore coherent learning environmentfor children
in Glasgow in defiance of professional and ofiicial
scepticism,

Rosemary Chamberlain's Free Children and
Democratic Schools (Falmer £16.00 and £7.50)
{s wrilten in the belief that children should be
educaled as panicipating members in the
democratic process not patronised members of a
sub-species — ‘'gducation in democracy and
democracy in aducation’,

Two racant books deal with different aspects
of Race Relatlons and Polltics in Sritain.
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Anthony M Messina examines the dilemmas of
public policy that have been posad by race for the
Conservalive and Labour partles singe 1950 in
Race and Party Competition in Britain {Oxlord
£25). He examines, in particular, the affort to
keep race off the political agenda betwean 1964
and 1975 and the subseqguent re—politicisation of
race. Adifferent angle ontherslalionship between
‘racial' segregation and politics can be found in
Susan J Smith's The Pofilics of Race and
Residence (Polity £29.50 and £0.95). Smith
reasens that the aperalion of housing policy and
the restructuring of welfare rights has played a
vilal rolein sustaining racial inequality and creating
sagregation. Legitimation for the principle of
racial segregation derives from both high politics
and the ‘common-sense’ of the public. In
tendering a new theory of racial segregation
which stresses its social and political construclion
the avihor rejects 'race’ as an explanatory concept.

Phil Stanworth

Finally, a section inadvertently omitted from John
Scott's last Bookends.

A numbar of interesting books in the area of
health ang welfare.

The Reguiation of Madness by Robert Castel
{Cambridge Universily Press, £29.50) is in the
traditions of Foucault, Scull and Ignatieff. Castel
examines the rise of the psychiatric profession in
post-ravolutionary France, arguing that it must be
understood in the context of the overall
redistribution of power withinthe stale. Inparticular
he looks at the struggles belween psychialrisis
and the judiciary to define areas of compstence
for themselves. Phit Brown's The Transfer of
Care {Routledge, £9.95) appears in paperback,
having originally appeared three years ago.
Brown's concern is with the professionalism of
psychiatry in relation to recen! processes of
deinstitutionalisation. One Foot In Eden by
MichaglBloor, NeilMcKeganey and Dick Fonklert
{Routledge, £27.50/£12.95) looks at what
happensinthe ‘community’ treatment of patients.
I is a comparison of & number of psychiatric and
related, but diverse, therapeutic communitias.
They argus that behind the diversity are common
features such as the power struggle between
slaff and residents. In Women and Mental
Hiiness (Wheatsheat, £25) Agnes Miles looks at
1he (male) medical definilion of temale ‘neuroses’.
Based on interviews with women, the book
explores the way in which thay respond 1o the
sxperience of a gender-differentiated diagnosis.
Miles firmly rejects the approach of Brown and his
colleagues, which rooled female depression in
the life circumstances of women, angd argues that
diagnoses must be seen as parl of a male-
dominated iabelling process.

Robert Dingwall, Anne Marie Rafferty and
Charles Webster have produced a fascinaling
accountin AnIntroduction to the Soclal History
of Nursing (Routledge, $30/£10.95). The book
traces the emergenca of modern nursing from
the status of household servani during the
nineteenth century, and they show the gradual
specialisation of aursing into various distingt
branches—midwifery, healthvisiting, etc. Doctors
and Aules by Joseph Jacob (£30) looks at the
professional-ethics of doctors. The aulhor is a
lawyer and is interested in the way in which

ethical norms are created and established as a
framework for regulating ihe ‘profession’. The
book locks at the hislorical paitern of
professionalisationin Britain and its transformation
withihe Natlonal Health Service. Soclal Aspects
of Aids , edited by Pater Aggleton and Hilary
Homans (Faimer Press, no price} is a coltection
based around papers given at a conference at
Bristol Polytechnic in 1986. In addilion to the
editors, contributors include Jeffrey Weeks, Ken
Plummer, and Tony Coxon, and many, of the
contributors arg concernad with the stigmatisation
ol homosexuals and the moral panic generated
by commentary in the mass media.

Living With Heroln (Open Universily Press,
£25/£7.95) is the latest repont on the subject by
Howard Parker, this time joinily with Russell
Newcombe and Keith Bakx, The baok reports on
ethnography in Liverpool, and at official
responses. Colin Brown and.Jean Lawlon carried
out an investigation in Hampshire for Wlicit Drug
Use in Portsmouth and Havant {Policy Studies
Institute, £7.95), and they toc are critical of oificial
reaclions. Although thare was widespread use of
cannabis, most official concern centred around
heroin, The authers highlight the Important
supporlive role played by local drug advice
cenlres. Michael Newcomb and Petar Benller in
Consequences of Drug Use (Sage, £25} look at
the implications of drug use for later life. The
research is a follow-up study, though their
raspondents are still only a few years out of
adolescence and the author's recognise that
SOMe congequences may lake longer to manifest
themselves.

Soclal Securily by Andrew Achenbaum
{Cambridge Universily Prass, £30/£10.95) is a
general review of the development and prospects
of weifarg in the United States. Achenbaum puts
particular emphasis upon the issue of retirement
and an ageing population and their implications
fer univarsalism and selectivity In social security
and health care. Brij Mohan's The Logic of
Soclal Welfare (Harvaster, £29.95) is also
concernad with the threals facing welfare provision
today and especially with the crisis of social
welfare. Mohan takes a much broader pen to this
thame, relaling his argument to social philosophy
and utopianism.

Jofhn Scott
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