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This has been another busy year for the Mental Health Study Group, organising events, publishing proceeding from previous events, and expanding the membership base. 

Publishing: We were pleased to secure agreement for a themed section of the international journal, Social Policy and Society, to publish papers from a conference, ‘Mental Health and Human Rights: Sociological Perspectives’, hosted at the University of Warwick in 2007.  This is currently being edited by Lydia Lewis and is due for publication in April 2009.  

Events: A panel session, ‘Well-being and recovery: connecting natural and social worlds’, was held at the BSA Annual conference at the University of Warwick on 29th March 2008. Members of the Group also finished hosting an ESRC seminar series on the theme of social science perspectives on mental health (see http://www.mhdebt.info/mhseminar.html), with an event at the University of Essex  on 1st April 2008 on the theme of mental health social movements.  Two events were also held at the BSA Med Soc annual conference: a panel session on ‘medicalisation-demedicalisation of depression’ and our fifth annual meeting which featured a presentation from Susie Scott on ‘the medicalisation of shyness’.  Planning has also begun for a seminar series to be held in the academic year 2008-9, in conjunction with the Survivor Researcher Network.

Membership:  This currently stands at 165, and we continue to expand a broad-based and international membership.  
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Study group web site: www.britsoc.co.uk/medsoc/MedSocMentalHealth.htm
