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Introduction

Academic libraries provide resources that are satlly available from public libraries.
These include academic books, monographs and segosternment and official
publications; and access to the many academicasithat report research findings. They
also offer access to bibliographic tools for sesrglarchives of material (for example, Web
of Science and Medline).

While freeware tools such as Google Scholar andddiety have democratised searching for
research and academic books and papers, the dliigitiof information has sustained the
divide between academic and non-academic librangl,each playing to its strengths. In
particular, the academic library now provides asdesa wider range of research articles than
ever via its subscription to online journals. Waees searching through bound journal back-
issues in the stack-rooms of libraries could bengiwinded and frustrating (though
occasionally exhilarating) exercise, today thosth\access rights to an academic library can
search vast resources of journals past and presean internet connection from anywhere

in the world.

Because much academic content in journals is dtailanly by subscription, the revolution
in online journal publishing has widened the indijpaf access between the privileged few
with academic library access and those without: sBaiologists outside academia (SoAs),
this poses a real barrier to engagement with curesearch and sociological debates, to
which the emergence of open-access journal pubtyshifers only a partial solution. In this
briefing, | shall address the possibilities for Sa& overcome the problems faced by lack of
access to an academic library. Before that, Il shetkly review the publishing models that
exist in academic world, and the emergence of geneaccess model.



The Academic Publishing Model

Academic journal and book publishing are worldwedenmercial enterprises. Some of the
largest publishing houses have academic book avink journal publishing is dominated
by a few corporations each publishing many tifi#gs a few not-for-profit or co-operative
outfits publishing single journals (a good exangfi¢he latter in sociology iSociological
Research Online, funded by an initial government grant and rumrfrine University of
Surrey). Academic and professional associationl as the BSA sometimes enter into
relationships with commercial publishers in ordeout-source the costs of publishing and
printing. In return, they may get a share of thafipfrom the book or journal, and in the
case of a journal lik&ociology, free copies for all association members as a reeship

perk.

The business model for both journals and booksrgpapon low-cost production of
relatively small print-runs (in comparison with rabademic books or magazines). Income
from books comes from retail sales and from purebdy academic and public libraries,
while for journals, the income stream is domindigdcademic library subscriptions. To
control costs, authors of academic books get dtsoghbetween 8 and 15 per cent of the
retail price, while journal authors get no fee srall honorarium may be paid to a journal

editor, who otherwise gets no remuneration forher®ditorial efforts.

This business model has led to the flourishingesf/\many specialist journals, often with
fairly low readerships. Increasingly, readersHip@ademic journals is online, meaning that
publishers are even more dependent upon subsasgtiom academic libraries. Libraries
will negotiate a price with a publisher for a pag&af specialist journals, but as librarians
are under pressure to contain costs, there carfdmia upon mainstream journals at the
expense of very specialist titles or new journahile providing unprecedented access to
research papers by those with reading rights,ubsciption model of journal publication
restricts access, creating problems for readetrsowitan academic library affiliation, with

‘pay-per-view’ charges for non-affiliates of typigabetween £30 and £80 per paper.

The Open Access Model

This subscription model has been challenged bynabeu of journals, both independents and
those within consortia such as Biomed Central. €linesve adopted an exclusively open-
access business model, in which authors pay aregptiocessing charge (APC) for their



research to be published, while reading accesséstd all, usually exclusively online. Other
subscription-based journals may also offer an queress option to their authors. This
model overcomes the problem of limited readershgess, but has the disadvantage that it
discriminates against those unable to pay an ARtGcfwcan be up to £2000), and raises
issues about the objectivity of peer review andckehe quality of published work when
publishers have a financial interest in acceptimg) publishing papers submitted to their

journal.

More recently, open access to academic researdbeessdriven in the UK and elsewhere by
a concern that publicly-funded research should &y available to the public. A
government working group led by Dame Janet Findleadtan 2012 for a new model of

research publishing and stated that

Barriers to access — particularly when the reseisrphblicly-funded — are increasingly
unacceptable in an online world: for such barrfesdrict the innovation, growth and

other benefits which can flow from research. (FirRbil2: 5)

Finch’s group regard open access as the futunegaarch paper publication, and envisaged
that this will become the dominant worldwide bussenodel for journal publication in due
course. They argued for a model of walk-in actedbe content of the majority of journals
via public libraries. In the short term, the UKvgonment accepted the working group
recommendation that all research funded by pulddids and charities should be published
open access. At least in the short term, the Wkegament has provided some monies via
universities to defray the expenses of open aquasiscation of publicly-funded research.

This is theGold model of open access publication.

The working party also encouraged the developmienofor-profit repositories for
research papers hosted by universities or thirtigsamith open access to all readers.
Authors lodge their published articles with thespasitories following an initial embargo
period (between 12 and 24 months) during which scerestricted to a journal’s
subscribers and pay-per-view readers, or via tpempeaersion of the journal. This is the
Green model of open access.

On the surface, the Finch Report is very good nMfewSOAs. If fully implemented, online
access to all journal content will be guaranteedifio However, this transition is unlikely to

happen quickly, it at all, for a number of reasons:



* For the majority of research, there will not neeehg be funding available to pay for
Gold open access APCs. A quick audit of papeBoaology reveals that just 18 per
cent of papers published in 2012 were based ongaobtharity funding, so 82 per
cent of author under a Gold system would needrd their own ACFs personally or

from their institutions.

» Existing mass journal publishers such as Sage Weihel Taylor & Francis are
multinational enterprises with substantial investtean the current business model of
subscription-based access and charge-free authditigje they are dipping their
toes in the water with journals suchSagje Open andRoutledge Open, full
commitment to the Gold model would need an asser#rat authors globally will be
able to pay AFCs. Particularly in the arts, hurtiasiand social sciences, this is

unlikely to materialise, as much research in ttegsas is unfunded.

» Because research, science, and journals operatesatational boundaries,
development of the Gold model requires all the mdgveloped-world governments

to commit to this approach before there is anyliked of it being adopted fully.

* Professional associations have expressed conc#ra potential loss of a major

stream of income deriving from their relationshiphacommercial journal publishers.

Partly for these reasons, but also for strategsiri@ss motives, the major journal publishers
have currently opted for a 'hybrid’ model, offeri@pld open access to those able and
willing to pay, and fee-free restricted accesstise who are not. The latter have the option,
after an embargo period, of publishing online gefto-access Green-access repositories run
by universities or third parties suchAsademia.edu. In this way, journals protect much of
their subscription funding, and gain additional pfrom Gold authors! As noted, these
major players are also investing in parallel Ggdeém-access journals alongside their

conventional ones.

This hybrid system offers the worst of all worlds SOAs. On one hand, they are unlikely
to have the funds to pay to get work publishedGudd open access. On the other, they will
continue to lack access to non-Gold papers untdrabargo period is over. So until
academic institutions decide (or are forced by tmtdecide) to withdraw from subscribing to
hybrid journals, and the whole world of journal fishing faces the apocalypse of Gold-only
journals, what can SOAs do to get the access theg to academic research papers?



So0As: gaining Access to Academic Resources

None of the following suggestions can substitutirey for a new system of open access,

and it will remain the case that SOAs will not halve straightforward access to academic

resources afforded to those with reading rights lsigher education library. However, they
are partial, pragmatic (and legal) ways for SOABriprove their access to academic

research.
1. Getting library access

* TheAccess to Researchcheme offers access to a wider range of acadennicgls
from public libraries throughout the UK. Best toeck before you set out though, as
your local library may not be a participating memb8ee

http://www.accesstoresearch.org.uk/

* Alumni of many universities may be able to negotiate sste the library of the
university where they studied, and this may incladeess to e-resources, either freely
or for a fee. Itis worth approaching your almaen#o find out what benefits are
available to alumni. You may be in a stronger pasiif you can demonstrate that

you are engaged in work or a personal or profeasjomject that requires access

» Retired staff of higher education institutions should simildoky able to negotiate

access to the library at their former place of work

* If you are living in or close to aniversity town, approach the librarian to discuss
gaining access. Many universities will offer sonceess to local people, but again

you need to show why you need this access, and thay be a charge.

* NHS health professionalshould be able to get access via their local usitye

medical library. Approach the librarian.

» Consider becoming a reader of tétish Library . There are two locations, in
London and at Boston Spa, West Yorkshire. You mekd to complete an
application form for a reader paséittp://www.bl.uk/

* Use theBritish Library Document Supply Service (also known as inter-library
loang. This will give access to most papedosit the charges may be equivalent to

those you will pay direct from the journal.



Use any benefits from yogprofessional membershipsfor example, BSA members

have free access to 8ge journals, including the four BSA titles.

2. Work-arounds

The following are ways to get hold of research psjfeyou are unable to get access by any

of the above methods. The first step is to ch@osearch engine to search for relevant

papers. You could search on websites such as &lendr Academia.edu (see appendix for

web addresses), although perhaps the most aceess{bbogle Scholar. You can track

down the papers you wish to access either by seagrehth key words or with the title of the

paper. Once you have found the paper you wargaa: r

Click the link tovisit the journal where the paper is published, to check access.
Some papers are open access so this must be sgistép. Pay-per-view details will

also be indicated, and you can decide if you aliéngito pay for your access.

Check the publisher's home page fire trial access offers: this can be useful if you

are conducting a short piece of desk research alycheed temporary access.

If unsuccessful, go back to Scholar, to seepfibof the paperis available. If there
is such a pdf, it will be highlighted on the ridtgnd side. This will be the case if the

author has lodged a copy in an open-access repposito

If no pdf is shown, you will see on the listingiaki to different web addressesvhere
the paper can be accessed. This will say somelikmél| 4 versions. These will

typically be bibliographic sites like PubMed ang/éet. You may find a link from
one of these to an open access version of the pdjes is worth doing, as some of

these sites seem to have access through firewalls.

If still no joy, go back to the journal site ancekidify the author and their

affiliation . Use Google to find them on the net. Most redeans have a web page
and a search of the fordane Smith Manchester should get you a hit on the web page
of an academic at a Manchester university calleg Sanith. From there, check the
author’s list of publications. Savvy academics now put a link to a pdf of their

papers from their web page.

If there is not a link, search for them Academia.edu. They may have put a copy of

the paper on thisepository.



* If the author is at a UK university, they may haue their paper on their university
research repository. Links to many of these reposs can be found froi8herpa

(http://lwww.sherpa.ac.uk/documents/rep distrib.html

3. Contact the author for their paper

It may seem obvious, but remarkably few peoplehit tYou will have their e-mail either
from the journal or the author’'s web page. E-rtteim, and ask for a pdf, explaining that
you do not have access to a university libraryth@ts are usually permitted under their
copyright agreement with the publisher to sendmy@j a journal pdf (or hard copy offprint)
to individuals. | have never known an author foigse to send a copy of their paper!

4. A last resort

Some publishers permit subscribers to e-mail a cbaypaper pdf to another individual, as
long as it is for scholarly (i.e. non-commerciallposes. Check the publisher’s terms and
conditions to see if this permitted for the papau are seeking. If so, it may be possible to
obtain a copy of the paper from a colleague orlaard®OA member with an individual or

institutional subscription. Unfortunately, not piiblishers permit this.

Links

Academia.edu http://www.academia.edu/

Google Scholar http://scholar.google.co.uk/

Mendeley http://www.mendeley.com/research-papers/

Sherpa http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/documents/rep_distrib.html

Further Reading

The Finch Reportattp://www.researchinfonet.org/wp-content/uploa84/2/06/Finch-
Group-report-FINAL-VERSION. pdf

BSA Network: the Spring 2013 issue had extendecldision of open access. BSA members
can read this online at:
http://www.britsoc.co.uk/media/51135/Network _113riSg 2013.pdf



