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The Woman in Wallet: Photographs as a Mode and a Medium for the Construction of Self through Time and Space

The number of photographs taken every day is enormous. This raises questions not only about the value or the meaning of an image in everyday life, but also in research. The primary aim of this study is to advance knowledge and understanding of photographs as a research tool in social science. The study investigates how photographs can be combined with semi-structured interviews and what data this combination may generate. As a consequence, the study has an explorative character. The research questions are:

· How can photographs be used as a research tool, especially in combination with semi-structured interviews?
· How do photographs structure narratives?
· Is there a connection between the visual and linguistic narrative?
· What kind of data emerges from the combination of visual and verbal material?

The research itself consists of theoretical and practical elements. The theoretical element includes an extended literature review with an in-depth analysis of photographs and their use in research, especially social research. The practical element includes semi-structured interviews in which participant’s personal photographs are used as the starting point and triggers. However, the aim is to enlarge the potential range of data beyond that contained in the interviews or photographs. Therefore, the focus lies not on the linguistic or visual interpretation. Rather, the study explores a new way of engaging with narratives in research settings.
To sum up, various aspects form the focus of this study but they all centre on the question of how personal photographs can be used as a research tool. The aim is to gain a broader understanding of still images in research settings, especially in combination with semi-structured interviews. The key question is: What can photographs say about us?
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